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Monday, July 20, 2026

Tropical Depression Two Slowly Moving to the Northwest Over the
Northeastern Gulf; Expected to Become a Tropical Storm Later
Today

Periods of Heavy Rain, Gusty Winds, and Dangerous Beach Conditions
Continue Along the Florida Gulif Coast

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational
and situational awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of
environmental factors. For additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event
please contact your County Emergency Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service
forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center website at www.hurricanes.qov.



http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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. Tropical Depression Two (TD 2)

From the National Hurricane Center (NHC)

* Location: 120 miles S of Panama City, Florida
Note: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show *  Maximum Sustained Winds: 35 mph
the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur outside of the cone. + Current Movement: NW at 3 mph

+ FL Watches/Warnings: Tropical Storm Watches from the Ochlockonee River to the FL/AL
border.

A slow northwestward motion is expected through tonight, followed by a turn toward the west-
northwest or west. On the forecast track, the depression will move near or along the northern Gulf
coast during the next several days. Aircraft data indicates that maximum sustained winds are near
35 mph with higher gusts. Gradual strengthening is forecast, and the depression is expected to
become a tropical storm later today. TD 2 will continue to bring periods of heavy rainfall, gusty

winds, dangerous surf, and life-threatening rip currents to the Florida Gulf Coast as it
moves off to the northwest early this week.
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@) Tropical Storm Watches in Effect

From the National Hurricane Center (NHC)

Tropical Storm Watches in Effect |
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y Computer Models (Deterministic)

Tropical Depression Two — Next 5 to 7 Days

Tropical Depression 02L Model Track Guidance

Initialized at 12z Jul 20 2026 Levi Cowan - tropicaltidbits.com
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Tropical Depression 02L Model Intensity Guidance
Initialized at 12z jJul 20 2026 Levi Cowan - tropicaltidbits.com
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* A short term north/northwesterly storm motion will be followed by a sharp turn to the west.

o _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Chances for a direct FL landfall, while still possible, are becoming increasingly unlikely.
* Intensification should be slow in the short term as some nearby dry air and northeasterly shear
3 /’[’/ impact the system. However, some gradual strengthening of TD 2 is expected as it moves off to
967w a4t 2w s0°w . B6°W Baow the west towards the middle and latter portions of this week.
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y Computer Models (Ensemble)

Next 4-Days
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A significant decrease in tropical development, compared to yesterday’s very bullish forecasts, was observed on this morning’s computer forecast
model ensemble guidance. Although all pieces of ensemble guidance still point towards TD 2 becoming a low-end tropical storm, very few indicate

rapid strengthening as northerly wind shear and dry air have become more apparent in their impact in tropical development.

TD 2 is expected to continue drifting west-northwestward through the beginning portions of this week before turning sharply to the west by
Wednesday near or around Southeast Louisiana. The chances for a direct Florida landfall remain low, however periods of heavy rainfall, gusty
winds, and rough surf are still expected along all Gulf facing locations regardless of TD2's exact track.
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Forecast Rainfall Totals — Next 5 Days

From the Weather Prediction Center (WPC)

120-Hour Precipitation (in)
Ending Saturday, Jul. 25, 2026 at 8 a.m. EDT Init: Mon 2026-07-20 12z WPC
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" MabiEHQ | _ 'T 7' " 4 A general 1-3” of rainfall has already been observed over the past 3
- E3s Pen;gg_g'l,lai'l‘gﬁfl : allahasseep : days across the West Coast of Florida, Nature Coast, and throughout
! P _..,'-*"]50"! ity) 175‘!‘& they Big Bend. The heaviest rain bands associated with TD g will
continue to shift westward through the week as the system drifts
towards the north-central Gulf. An additional 1-3 inches of rain is
expected across the Big Bend and Panhandle through the next 5 days,
with some of this rainfall being enhanced by an approaching cold front
on Thursday and Friday. Locally higher totals cannot
be ruled out, especially along the Big Bend and Panhandle coast
where multiple rounds of heavy rainfall are possible within bands of
showers and thunderstorms rotating around TD 2. The sharp gradient
of forecast rainfall totals makes the forecast especially sensitive to the
exact track of TD2. A track closer to the coastline will expand higher
rainfall totals farther inland. Lesser rainfall amounts are forecast
through the remainder of the Peninsula, where a general 1-2” is
expected in areas that do receive scattered rainfall from sea breeze
showers and storms. Flash flooding may be more prone to occur over
the West Coast and Big Bend given the ongoing long-term drought
conditions.

- Marginal Risks (level 1 of 4) for Flash Flooding remain outlooked
™ | e across various portions of the state through the week.
B0 weather o -
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Flash Flood Outlook — Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday

From the Weather Prediction Center (WPC)

WPC Flash Flood Outlook: Monday WPC Flash Flood Outlook: Tuesday WPC Flash Flood Outlook: Wednesday
Created by FDEM State Meteorological Support Unit || Data from NOAA WPC deeet” Created by FDEM State Meteorological Support Unit || Data from NOAA WPC demr? Created by FDEM State Meteorological Support Unit || Data from NOAA WPC
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The Weather Prediction Center (WPC) has outlooked a Marginal Risk (Level 1 of 4) for Flash Flooding across various Gulf-facing Florida
locations in anticipation of associated with TD2. As is often the case with multi-day flash flooding events, further
. . y . . y .
revisions to these outlooks may be needed as forecasts become more clear and previous days’ rainfall totals influence future day’s flash flooding
risk.
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\ Excessive Rainfall Outlook
? From the Weather Prediction Center (WPC)

Understanding WPC Excessive Rainfall Risk Categories

No Area/Label SLIGHT
(SLGT)

Flash floods are Scattered flash

generaliy ;Ot floods possible
expected.

Mainly localized. Most
vulnerable are urban
areas, roads, small
streams and washes.
Isolated significant
flash floods possible.
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From the National Weather Service (NWS)

GET TO HIGHER GROUND
3 SIMPLE STEPS FOR o Get out of the areas subject to

FLASH FLOOD SAFETY  Floodin

During a flood, water levels and the rate at which the water is
flowing can quickly change. Remain aware and monitor local

radio and television €) DO NOT DRIVE INTO WATER
Do NOT drive or walk into
flooded areas. It only takes 6”
of water to knock you off your
feet.

WHEN
FLOODED
TURN AROUND
DON'T
DROWN

€) sTAY INFORMED

Monttor local radar, television,

weather radio, internet or
I‘“@’ weather.gov/flood social media for updates.



@) Peak Storm Surge

From the National Hurricane Center (NHC)

@3 Peak Storm Surge ::'ecast
Mobile Z e
S | Storm surge is forecast to peak at 1-
3’ across portions of the Big Bend
L)

coastline this week and 1-2’ for all
Panhandle shorelines. This may lead
to areas of nuisance to

near and during
times of high tide.

No storm surge watches or
warnings are in effect at this point.

Tropical Depression TWO Use_r N_otes: Water levels along the i|‘1|‘13cigte_caast could reach the following heights alJC!'JE ground level within
Monday July 20. 2026 the indicated areas. Elevated water levels will likely be accompanied by large and destructive waves. Colors are

) Y £ determined by the highest values in the associated forecast peak surge range. Values shown on this graphic are
04 AM CDT Advisory 4 inclusive of tide. Peak Storm Surge Forecast is generally provided within 48 hours of storm surge accurring in a

 NWS National Hurricane Center | given area. Forecast is updated every 3 to 6 hours.
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Dangerous Beach Conditions Expected
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W~ From the National Weather Service (NWS)

§ Maximum Wave Height: Monday Afternoon

reated by FDEM State Meteorological Support Unit || Data from the National Weather Service

For the latest local beach forecasts . ‘O
Visit weather.gov/beach/tae ?

Tuesday through Thursday

Where:
Panhandle Beaches.

¢
- Dangerous Surf s S
¢ - Surf heights building to 4 to 9 feet by g
middle of the week. X!

\,\ .Mexico Beach
High surf will bring numerous dangerous rip I .
currents along with localized beach erosion. State Park'\ ,

<
A Residents and visitors are strongly encouraged to L=
stay out of the water during periods of high surf.

Look for and follow beach flag recommendations.
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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Tallahassee #& Florida e

3 '.:3 X aNMarathon

weather.gov/tallahassee

# X @NWsTallahassee Updated: 3:23 AM ET July 20, 2026
have been issued for Walton, Bay, and Gulf County beaches beginning
tomorrow at 8 AM EDT and lasting through 5 AM EDT Thursday. N
« Surf will begin to significantly increase today to 4-6’ for most Panhandle and Big Bend ) '41
beaches, increasing to on Tuesday. A few waves upwards of 10’ cannot be ruled out e ‘ i e
within the surf zone. e s | —— S
« Instances of are possible for susceptible Panhandle beaches through m1
the week as TD 2 slowly moves off to the northwest in the northern Gulf. A’ e
* A high risk for rip currents will persist for all Panhandle beaches through the week, with __M .
West Coast beaches diminishing to a by Thursday. T

FOUO - For Government Official Use Only



Rip Current Safety

From the National Weather Service (NWS)

urrent’
Here’s B’Ew@

+8® Relax, stay calm and float to === Do not swim against the current
ZSS2= conserve energy

Swim out of the current by following :
oL the shoreline or breaking waves, then H. Ifyou can't reachshore,
e === call or wave for help

at an angle toward the beach

wéafhér.gbvlbeach
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Summary
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Tropical Depression Two (TD 2):

+ Asofthe 11:00 AM EDT advisory, Tropical Depression Two is located 120 miles south of Panama City, Florida and is moving northwestward at 3 mph.
« Aslow northwestward motion is expected during the next day or so, followed by a turn toward the west-northwest or west.

« On the forecast track, TD 2 is expected to move near or along the northern Gulf coast during the next several days.

* Maximum sustained winds are near 35 mph with higher gusts, and some gradual strengthening is forecast.

« TD 2 is expected to become a tropical storm later today. Its name would be Bertha.

Florida Outlook:

* Tropical Storm Watches remain in effect for much of the Panhandle and Big Bend coastline from the Ochlockonee River to the FL/AL border.

» Periods of breezy to gusty winds are expected along much of the Gulf Coast, with wind gusts of 25-35 mph expected and upwards of 40-50 mph possible
within the heaviest rain bands. A brief waterspout or tornado cannot be ruled out across the Big Bend and Panhandle as these bands rotate onshore.

* A Marginal Risk (level 1 of 4) for Flash Flooding is outlooked across much of the Panhandle, Big Bend, and West Coast through the week as periods of heavy
rainfall spread onshore associated with the outer rain bands of TD 2.

« A general 1-3 inches of rain is expected still to come across the Big Bend and Panhandle through the next 5 days. Locally higher totals upwards of 3-5”
cannot be ruled out, especially along the coast where multiple rounds of heavy rainfall are possible within bands of showers and thunderstorms rotating
around TD 2.

» Storm surge is forecast to peak at 1-3’ across portions of the Big Bend this week and 1-2’ for all Panhandle shorelines. This may lead to areas of nuisance to
minor coastal flooding near and during times of high tide.

« Dangerous beach and marine conditions are expected across much of the Florida Gulf Coast. A High Surf Advisory is in effect for Walton, Bay, and Gulf County
beaches beginning tomorrow for surf of 4-9°. A few waves upwards of 10’ cannot be ruled out in the surf zone. Instances of minor beach erosion are possible
for susceptible Panhandle beaches.

* A high risk for rip currents is expected for all Panhandle and Big Bend beaches through the week. A high risk across the West Coast will diminish to a
moderate risk by Thursday and Friday.

* The next name on the list is Bertha (BUR-thuh).

The next scheduled briefing packet will be issued on Tuesday. For the latest information, please visit the National Hurricane Center website.


http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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Created by:
Evan Newman, Assistant State Meteorologist

Evan.Newman@em.myflorida.com

State Meteorological Support Unit
Florida Division of Emergency Management

Users wishing to subscribe (approval pending) to this distribution list, register at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDEM/subscriber/new?topic id=SERT Met Tropics.
Other reports available for subscription are available at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDEM/subscriber/new?preferences=true
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