




























REVISION 1 

At a time when women and girls across the countty continue to come forward with experiences 
of sexual violence and abuse, exclusion, and stripping of rights, it is critical that public 
institutions move beyond symbolic acknowledgment and take meaningful steps to elevate 
women's experiences and leadership. The farm worker movement is a powerful example of how 
women. particularly women of color, have driven transformative change while too often being 
denied full recognition. This moment calls for a deliberate correction of that imbalance. 

Among the leaders who embodied this collective spirit is Dolores Huerta, whose leadership was 
foundational to the success and direction of the farm worker movement and whose contributions 
exemplify the role women played in building and sustaining this historic struggle. As a co­
founder of the United Farm Workers, she helped lead organizing efforts, negotiations, and 
national campaigns that improved wages and working conditions for thousands of people. She 
played a key role in the national grape boycott and helped build alliances that brought the 
struggle of farmworkers into the national consciousness. Her advocacy extended to advancing 
gender eguity and expanding civic participation among historically marginalized communities. 
She endured personal sacrifice, including arrest and serious iniuty, yet remained steadfast in her 
commitment to nonviolence and iustice. Her leadership demonstrates how women were not 
secondary figures in this movement. They were central drivers of its success. Recognizing this 
truth is essential to ensuring that public honors reflect not only the outcomes of the movement 
but the full diversity of those who made those outcomes possible. 

Recent allegations regarding Cesar Chavez demand a direct and principled response, particularly 
in a moment when communities are calling for greater accountability around gender-based harm 
and the misuse of power. Silence or avoidance is not acceptable in a moment when communities 
across the nation are confronting the realities of sexual violence gender-based harm, and long­
standing patterns of minimizing or dismissing the experiences of women. Public honors reflect 
our collective values and when credible concerns related to harm arise, it is necessary to 
reevaluate which individuals we elevate and why. Truthful representation of histoty reguires that 
recognition align with our commitment to iustice and the dignity of those impacted by harm. 

The work of building a more just society is ongoing, and it requires actively centering the 
leadership, dignity, and safety of women not only in policy, but in the symbols and narratives we 
elevate as a society.  This is especially true for women of color who continue to face systemic 
inequities and disproportionate harm. Advancing justice involves making deliberate choices 
about who we honor and uplift. Representation in public commemorations shapes cultural values 
and signals whose contributions are worthy of recognition. 

This item directs the Chief Administrative Officer to take decisive action to rename Cesar 
Chavez Day to Farmworkers Day through changes to the County Administrative Code and 
Compensation Ordinance. This item also calls on the State of California and the United States 
federal government to rename Cesar Chavez Day to Farmworkers Day. This change is necessary 
to more accurately reflect the collective spirit of the farm worker movement, to elevate the 
leadership of women workers who were foundational to its success, and to ensure that public 
honors are aligned with our shared commitment to eguity, accountability, and iustice. 
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SUBJECT: RENAMING CESAR CHAVEZ DAY AS FARMWORKERS DAY AT THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO, ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION CALLING 
ON THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND THE UNITED STATES 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO RENAME CESAR CHAVEZ DAY AS 
FARMWORKERS DAY, AND A-72 WAIVER (DISTRICTS: ALL) 

At a time when women and girls across the country continue to come forward with experiences of 
sexual violence and abuse, exclusion, and stripping of rights, it is critical that public institutions 
move beyond symbolic acknowledgment and take meaningful steps to elevate women's 
experiences and leadership. The farm worker movement is a powerful example of how women. 
particularly women of color, have driven transformative change while too often being denied full 
recognition. This moment calls for a deliberate correction of that imbalance. 

Among the leaders who embodied this collective spirit is Dolores Huerta, whose leadership was 
foundational to the success and direction of the farm worker movement and whose contributions 
exemplify the role women played in building and sustaining this historic struggle. As a co-founder 
of the United Farm Workers, she helped lead organizing efforts, negotiations, and national 
campaigns that improved wages and working conditions for thousands of people. She played a key 
role in the national grape boycott and helped build alliances that brought the struggle of 
farmworkers into the national consciousness. Her advocacy extended to advancing gender equity 
and expanding civic participation among historically marginalized communities. She endured 
personal sacrifice, including arrest and serious injury, yet remained steadfast in her commitment 
to nonviolence and justice. Her leadership demonstrates how women were not secondary figures 
in this movement. They were central drivers of its success. Recognizing this truth is essential to 
ensuring that public honors reflect not only the outcomes of the movement, but the full diversity 
of those who made those outcomes possible. 

Recent allegations regarding Cesar Chavez demand a direct and principled response, particularly 
in a moment when communities are calling for greater accountability around gender-based harm 
and the misuse of power. Silence or avoidance is not acceptable in a moment when communities 
across the nation are confronting the realities of sexual violence gender-based harm, and long­
standing patterns of minimizing or dismissing the experiences of women. Public honors reflect 
our collective values and when credible concerns related to harm arise, it is necessary to reevaluate 
which individuals we elevate and why. Truthful representation of history requires that recognition 
align with our commitment to justice and the dignity of those impacted by harm. 

The work of building a more just society is ongoing, and it requires actively centering the 
leadership, dignity, and safety of women not only in policy, but in the symbols and narratives we 
elevate as a society.  This is especially true for women of color who continue to face systemic 
inequifa�s and disproportionate harm. Advancing justice involves making deliberate choices about 
who we honor and uplift. Representation in public commemorations shapes cultural values and 
signals whose contributions are worthy of recognition. 

This item directs the Chief Administrative Officer to take decisive action to rename Cesar Chavez 
Day to Farmworkers Day through changes to the County Administrative Code and Compensation 
Ordinance. This item also calls on the State of California and the United States federal government 
to rename Cesar Chavez Day to Farmworkers Day. This change is necessary to more accurately 
reflect the collective spirit of the farm worker movement, to elevate the leadership of women 
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