
Sea level rise: Marin County
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Shoreline Highway at Highway 101. Credit: Caltrans



Our watery history
Flood experience, lots of it….
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Three feet of sea level rise



Is it really that bad?
We can fix it, right?



Earth’s global surface temperature in 2019
2ND WARMEST SINCE RECORDS BEGAN IN 1880. 2016 WAS THE HOTTEST 1.69 F

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevinmgill/7374419816/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Oceans absorb this heat
THE TOP 328 FEET HAS WARMED 0.6 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT SINCE 1969



Loss of ice from polar caps and glaciers
GREENLAND LOST AN AVERAGE OF 279B TONS OF ICE PER YEAR BETWEEN 1993 AND 2019

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.gisresources.com/satellite-data-not-enough-to-predict-melting-ice-caps/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Sea level rise locally
8 INCHES OF SEA LEVEL RISE IN SF BAY



Emissions (greenhouse gas) vs. sea level rise



Marin Sea Level Rise Planning
www.marinslr.org

Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment
C O M P L E T E D  J U N E  2 0 1 7

A S S E T S  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E S

• Assets
o Parcels and buildings
o Roads and highways
o Water, wastewater, stormwater, gas, 

electricity, and telecommunications
o Agriculture
o Habitats and wildlife
o Recreation and public access
o Emergency services
o Historic and archeological resources

• Communities
o 11 Cities and towns
o Unincorporated areas

1 foot of SLR or 
King Tide



What do we know?

Impacts will extend beyond the 
flooded shoreline edge and will 
change our county in the future
• Transportation, emergency 

services, water, sewer and other 
utilities, as well as many 
neighborhoods, commercial 
areas, and public areas like 
beaches, wetlands and our access 
to the water

16



Marin rises together
The time to act is now



Link to story map

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a45cc5e375624d6f92dab11263dcffd9


Chris Choo
cchoo@marincounty.org
415.473.7586
www.MarinSLR.org

THANK YOU!

mailto:cchoo@marincounty.org
http://www.marinslr.org/
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