California Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program
Notice of Funding Opportunity

TIMELINE FOR HMGP
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

2021 HMGP notice of funding
opportunity released
November 8, 2021
NOIs due to Cal OES via the
Engage Cal OES Portal
December 31, 2021
Subapplications due to Cal
OES via the Engage Cal OES
Portal
March 10, 2022
Cal OES announces project
selections for further review
by FEMA
Late summer/early fall 2022
FEMA awards projects after
completing programmatic
and EHP reviews
2023 onward

CONTACT
Cal OES Hazard Mitigation

Program Overview
The CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) is pleased
to announce the 2021 funding opportunity for FEMA’s Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP).
This opportunity provides funding for communities to implement
mitigation activities to reduce risk to life and property from natural
hazards. In CA, natural hazards include wildfire, earthquake, drought,
extreme weather, flooding, and other impacts of climate change.
HMGP funding can also support the development of Local Hazard
Mitigation Plans (LHMP) and project scoping activities.
Projects must be eligible, feasible, and cost effective per FEMA’s
Hazard Mitigation Assistance Guidance. Projects must be stand-alone
activities that will reduce risk as their primary benefit, but Cal OES
strongly encourages the submission of projects that achieve multiple
benefits.

APPLICATION PROCESS
Interested applicants must submit a Notice of Interest (NOI) via the
Engage Cal OES Portal prior to submitting a subapplication. All NOIs
must be submitted by the posted deadline. NOIs submitted after this
date will be considered for the next available funding opportunity.
Cal OES will review NOIs for eligibility and then invite subapplicants with
eligible projects to submit full grant subapplications, also via the
Engage Cal OES Portal. Cal OES will review all subapplications and
submit projects to FEMA in accordance with the State’s priorities (see
page 2). Cal OES will retain eligible subapplications that are not initially
selected for submission to FEMA for future consideration when funding
becomes available.
FEMA will then review the submitted applications for programmatic and
environmental and historic preservation (EHP) compliance prior to
obligating funds.

ELIGIBLE SUBAPPLICANTS

HMA@caloes.ca.gov

Eligible subapplicants from all 58 counties are eligible to apply, including:

www.caloes.ca.gov

Subapplicants

The Cal OES website contains
important resources, dates of
upcoming subapplication
development webinars, and
the most up-to-date timelines.

State Agencies

Subscribe to our listserv here!

Federally-Recognized Tribes
Local Governments/Communities
Private Non-Profit Organizations

Subapplicants must have a FEMAapproved local or tribal hazard
mitigation plan in order to be eligible.
Private nonprofit organizations are
not subject to this requirement, but
the County in which they are located
must meet the LHMP requirement.

COST SHARE
The total cost to implement approved mitigation activities is funded by a combination of Federal and nonFederal sources. HMA funds may be used to pay up to 75 percent of the total eligible activity costs. The
remaining 25 percent of eligible activity costs must be derived from non-Federal sources. Contributions of
cash, third-party in-kind services, materials, or any combination thereof, may be accepted as part of the
non-Federal cost share (local match).

FUNDING PRIORITIES
Cal OES will select projects for funding based on the following priorities. Subapplicants should clearly
describe how their project meets these criteria within their project scope of work.
1.
2.

3.

4.

Projects that will create or update LHMPs.
Large projects (>$10M in federal share) that achieve one or more of the following objectives:
•
Protect a disadvantaged community;
•
Implement a nature-based solution to reduce risk and/or advance climate adaption goals;
•
Advance whole community risk reduction;
•
Protect large critical infrastructure;
•
Implement home hardening and/or large-scale community defensible space projects; and/or
•
Enhance resiliency by complimenting previously implemented mitigation actions (previous
actions do not need to be funded through Cal OES but should be described in detail).
Small projects (<$10M in federal share) that achieve the following objectives:
•
Protect a disadvantaged community;
•
Implement a nature-based solution to reduce risk and/or advance climate adaption goals;
•
Advance whole community risk reduction;
•
Protect large critical infrastructure;
•
Implement home hardening and/or large-scale community defensible space projects; and/or
•
Enhance resiliency by complimenting previously implemented mitigation actions (previous
actions do not need to be funded through Cal OES but should be described in detail).
All other eligible projects.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION TIPS
•
•
•
•

For helpful tips, FAQs, and detailed information about how to submit your NOI, please see the NOI User
Guide.
Using Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge as your browser, click this link to access the NOI Submission
portal: HMGP Notice of Interest.
Please see the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance Guidance for full details on project eligibility and other
requirements.
All contracts and purchases must comply with Federal procurement guidelines outlined in 2 CFR 200 to
be eligible for reimbursement.
• Pre-award costs (including the development of the subapplication) are eligible for reimbursement
upon award if all procurements adhered to federal policies. This includes competitively procuring any
contractor support used to develop the subapplication or plan a project.
• In accordance with 2 CFR 200, contractors who assist with subapplication development will be
ineligible to compete for further contracts on the same award.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Cal OES is pleased to provide technical assistance to interested subapplicants. Our subject matter experts
are available to discuss project eligibility, benefit cost analysis, technical feasibility, EHP requirements, the
application process, or other related matters. Please reach out to HMA@caloes.ca.gov with questions or to
schedule a call.

