
A Call from California Faith Leaders Urging Governor 
Newsom Commute the Sentences of Everyone on Death Row 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom​
State Capitol Office​
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Governor Gavin Newsom, 

We, the undersigned faith leaders, representing the diverse and sacred traditions of 
California, call upon you to take bold and compassionate action by universally 
commuting all death sentences in the state of California. As spiritual leaders, we are 
often sought for guidance on complex moral and ethical issues, and we have come to a 
unified conclusion: the death penalty fails to serve justice and perpetuates harm in ways 
that are antithetical to our shared values. 

California has long been a leader in pursuing justice and human rights. Yet, the 
continued existence of the death penalty contradicts the principles of fairness, dignity, 
and the sanctity of human life. Capital punishment disproportionately impacts the poor, 
people of color, and other marginalized communities. It is a system plagued by the risk 
of executing innocent people—at least 200 individuals have been exonerated and 
released from death row in the United States, highlighting the fallibility of our legal 
system. For every nine people executed nationwide, one innocent person has been 
exonerated. These are risks we cannot take when human lives hang in the balance. 

As faith leaders, we often walk alongside victims’ families in the aftermath of violence. 
We understand the profound pain and grief caused by the loss of a loved one. At the 
same time, we also see how the death penalty prolongs and compounds this suffering, 
forcing families to endure years, if not decades, of legal appeals and reversals. Instead 
of offering closure, it delays healing and retraumatizes those most in need of support. 
The resources California devotes to executing people —over a billion dollars since the 
reinstatement of the death penalty—could be better spent on violence prevention, 



mental health services, and support programs that meet the needs of victims and their 
families. 

Across our diverse faith traditions, we hold fast to the belief in the sacredness and 
dignity of all human life and the inherent capacity for redemption and change. This belief 
compels us to oppose the death penalty and to call for a justice system that prioritizes 
accountability, healing, and the restoration of community. The death penalty is a relic of 
a punitive system that fails to create safety or address the root causes of harm. It is time 
for California to lead by example and reaffirm our state’s commitment to justice, equity, 
and the sanctity of life. 

Governor Newsom, you have already demonstrated extraordinary moral courage by 
declaring a moratorium on executions and halting the machinery of death in California. 
Now, we urge you to take the next step and commute the sentences of all those on 
death row. Such an action would not only save lives but also send a powerful message 
about California’s dedication to building a justice system rooted in equity, compassion, 
and the prevention of harm. 

We stand with you in this momentous opportunity to transform our state and its 
approach to justice. Let us create a California that values healing over vengeance and 
restoration over retribution.  

Sincerely, 

*Titles are for identification purposes only 

Alan E. Roselius, Chair, Newman Hall Non-Violent Committee​
Newman Hall, Holy Spirit Parish, Catholic​
Berkeley, CA 

Andrew Patrick, Certified Mission Worker​
Cedars Church, Christian and Missionary Alliance​
Newark,CA 



Rabbi Aryeh Cohen ​
Shtibl Minyan, Conservative Judaism​
Los Angeles, CA 

Reverend Chris Fortin ​
Dharma Heart Zen, Zen Buddhist​
Sebastopol, CA 

Lay Leader Cindy Durant​
Hillcrest Congregational Church, United Church of Christ​
Pleasant Hill, CA 

David Hartsough​
San Francisco Friends Meeting, Quaker​
San Francisco, CA 

Sister Diane Smith​
Sister Of St. Joseph of Carondelet,Catholic​
Los Angeles, CA 

DQ Neyhart​
Berkeley Monthly Meeting Society of Friends, Quaker​
Berkeley, CA 

Flaurie S. Imberman, Volunteer Leader, Steering Committee​
Bend the Arc: Jewish Action, CA Chapter​
California 

Fr. Chris Ponnet​
St Camillus Center, Roman Catholic​
Director, Pax Christi So Cal/ Los Angeles​
Los Angeles, CA​
(Father Chris passed away in October 2025.) 



Native Spiritual Advisor George Galvis​
Turtle Island, Red Road​
Oakland, CA 

Pastor Jim Hopkins​
Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church, American Baptist​
Oakland, CA 

Reverend Joseph Williams ​
AMM​
South Pasadena, CA 

Jude Thilman​
Mendocino Sangha, Buddhism​
Fort Bragg, CA 

Geshe Kunchok Woser​
Tibetan Buddhist​
Long Beach, CA 

Laura Ludwig, Director of Operations​
UUSF, Unitarian Universalist ​
San Francisco, CA 

Reverend Laura Shennum​
First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco, Unitarian Universalist​
San Francisco, CA 

Geshe Lobsang Jampa​
Tibetan Buddhist​
Long Beach, CA 



Sister Marie Francis Schroepfer, CSJ​
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Roman Catholic​
Bakersfield, CA 

Sister Marie Jeanne Gaillac​
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, Roman Catholic​
Orange, CA 

Rabbi Moshe Heyn​
Half Moon Bay, CA 

Interfaith Chaplain Ore Ganin-Pinto​
Kehilla Community Synagogue, Jewish​
Santa Cruz, CA 

Lama Palden Drolma​
Sukhasiddhi Foundation,Tibetan Buddhist​
Novato, CA 

Guiding Teacher Rev. Liên Shutt​
Access to Zen, Soto Zen SF ​
Bay Area, CA 

Roy Allen,, Member of Ministry and Care Committee​
Berkeley Friends Meeting, Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)​
Berkeley, CA 

Sister Sean Smythe ​
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Roman Catholic​
Los Angeles,CA 

Rabbi Sheldon Lewis​
Congregation Kol Emeth, Jewish​
Palo Alto, CA 



Lay Leader Sheri Morrison​
Jewish​
Mountain View, CA 

Stephen Rohde, Chair​
Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace, Interfaith​
Los Angeles, CA 

Terry McCaffrey​
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, Roman Catholic  ​
President of California People of Faith​
Palo Alto, CA 

Rev. Dr. Tovis Page​
Unitarian Universalists of San Mateo, Unitarian Universalist​
San Mateo, CA 

Core Leader Turtle Woman Maryam​
Bend the Arc Jewish Action​
Oakland, CA 

Elder Yvonne Porterfield​
Christ Community Church of Milpitas, Presbyterian​
Milpitas, CA 

Pastor Zac Martin​
Renew Church LA, Every Nations​
Los Angeles, CA 
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We Support Universal Clemency for Every 
Person on California's Death Row! 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom​
State Capitol Office​
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

We respectfully implore you to commute the sentences of every individual on death row 
in California without delay. The time to act is now. Thank you. 

Signed, 

*Titles are for identification purposes only 
 

President Salam Al-Marayati​
Muslim Public Affairs Council​
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Pastor Eileen Altman ​
United Church of Christ ​
East Palo Alto, CA​
 
Sister Mary Catherine Antczak​
Fremont, CA 
 
Robert Bacon​
Unitarian Universalists for Alternatives to the Death Penalty​
Oakland, CA​
 
Mr. Rick Banales​
Interfaith Communities United for Justice and Peace ​



Diamond Bar, CA​
 
Director Regina Banks​
Lutheran Office of Public Policy California​
Sacramento, CA​
 
Coordinator Christy Bantugan-Bohan​
Pax Christi San Diego​
Encinitas, CA 
 
Rev. Dr. L. Barrett 
Whittier,CA 
​
Elizabeth Bazar​
Former Jail Chaplain 
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose, CA​
Fremont, CA 
 
Dharma Teacher Denise Bergez​
Oakland, CA 
 
Rabbi Allan Berkowitz​
Berkeley, CA 
 
Stephen Birdlebough, Treasurer​
Education Fund for Friends Committee on Legislation 
Santa Rosa, CA 
 
Rabbi Julie Bressler​
Oakland, CA 
 
Rev. Angela Brown, JD​
San Leandro, CA 
 
Steve Budnik, Coordinator for Marriage & Family Life​
Diocese of Stockton 
Lathrop, CA 
 
Dennise Burgess​
Pax Christi Northern CA 



San Jose, CA 
 
Sister Cecilia Canales​
La Canada  
Flintridge, CA 
 
Rev. Jennifer Chapman 
El Cerrito, CA 
 
Barbara Christwitz 
Quaker 
Clearlake, CA 
 
Rabbi Aryeh Cohen 
Black Jewish Justice Alliance 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Hilda Cruz, Program Director 
Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity 
Oakland, CA 
 
Rev. Michael Dack 
Rancho Cordova, CA 
 
Reverend Margaret Deeths 
San Rafael, CA 
 
Deacon Joseph DePage 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Buddhist Teacher JD Doyle 
Emeryville, CA 
 
Marilee Eusebio 
Friends Committee on Legislation, CA 
Davis, CA 
 
Sister Giovannina Fazio 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
Oakland, CA 



Ore Ganin-Pinto  
Tzim Tzum Collective  
Bonny Doon, CA 
 
Quaker Marge Gianelli 
Religious Society of Friends 
San Diego, CA 
 
Reverend Rowell Gumalay 
Santa Rosa Diocese 
Sonoma, CA 
 
Pastoral Associate Sabrina Harper 
Hayward, CA 
 
Theresa Harpin 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Sister Jeanne Harris OP​
Dominican Sister of Mission San Jose 
Loma Linda, CA 
 
Percy Hicks-Severn 
Quaker 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
 
Sister Cheryl Holyk 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Sister Suzanne Jabro 
Border Compassion 
Palm Desert, CA 
 
Sister Marcia Krause, OP​
Dominican Sisters Mission San Jose 
Fremont, CA 
 
Fred LaPuzza 
Office of Restorative Justice, Catholic Diocese of Orange 



Costa Mesa, CA 
 
James Larson, California State Deputy​
Knights of Columbus 
West Covina, CA 
 
Rabbi David Lazar 
Or Hamidbar 
Palm Springs, CA 
 
Mary Virginia Leach​
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose 
Fremont, CA 
 
Monika Lebrecht​
Bend the Arc​
San Bernardino, CA 
 
Rabbi Sheldon Lewis​
Palo Alto, CA 
 
John Lindsay-Poland, California Healing Justice Co-director​
American Friends Service Committee 
Oakland, CA 
 
Rev. Dr. Linda Maloney​
Cameron Park, CA 
 
Rabbi Paula Marcus 
Temple Beth El, Aptos CA 
Aptos, CA 
 
Sister Lisa Ann Martinez 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Marie Mazzone​
Bend the Arc​
Los Angeles, CA 
 



Esther Mc Egan, RSM ​
Sisters of Mercy​
Hillsborough, CA 
 
Jerry McBride​
San Mateo Quaker Worship Group​
San Mateo, CA 
 
Sister Anne McMullen​
Los Angeles,CA 
 
Sister Glenn Anne McPhee ​
Fremont, CA 
 
Sr. Angela Milioto​
Member of the Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary​
Montebello, CA 
 
Rabbi Mordecai Miller​
Woodside, CA 
 
Catherine Minhoto​
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary​
Montebello, CA 
 
Reverend Christine Morgan 
Aptos, CA 
 
Senior Rabbi Dev Noily​
Kehilla Community Synagogue​
Oakland, CA​
 
Sister Gertrude Nuttman, RSM​
San Francisco, CA​
 
Father Jon Pedigo​
Roman Catholic​
Pacifica, CA 
 



Sister Elvera Pellettieri​
Fremont, CA 
 
Sister Alice Perea​
Dominican Sisters Mission San Jose (CA)​
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Sister Suzanne Prows​
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose​
San Francisco, CA 
 
Chaplain Michael Reynolds​
Windsor, CA 
 
Ann Rubin​
Member, SF Black & Jewish Unity Coalition ​
San Francisco, CA 
 
Sister Jane Rudolph​
Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose​
Fremont, CA 
 
Chaplain David Saltzman ​
Los Angeles, CA​
 
The Rev. Dr. Rick Schlosser, Executive Director​
California Church IMPACT​
Olivehurst, CA 
 
Jeanette Seneviratne, Director, Caring for the Whole Person​
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Office of Life, Justice, and Peace​
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Molly Sheahan, Associate Director for Healthy Families​
California Catholic Conference​
Sacramento, CA​
 
Michael Shirley​
Diocese of San Jose​
San Jose, CA 



Elizabeth Sholes, Public Policy Advocate 
CA Council of Churches IMPACT 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Stephen Shon​
Diocese of Orange​
Anaheim, CA 
 
Gen Slosberg, Bay Area Organizer​
T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 
 
Sister Diane Smith​
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, LA​
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Sister Sean Smythe​
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet​
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Sister Linda Snow​
Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Senior Minister Rev. Jerald Stinson​
Long Beach, CA 
 
Reverend Judith Stone​
Chico, CA 
 
Reverend Dorothy Streutker​
Berkeley, CA​
 
Sister Wanda Szymanko​
Dominican Sister of Mission San Jose, La Canada ​
Flintridge, CA​
 
CarolineTheiss-Aird, Social Justice Chair​
Pilgrim United Church of Christ​
Vista, CA​
 



Joia Thornton, National Director  
The Faith Leaders of Color Coalition 
National  
 
Brent Turner, Co-leader  
San Francisco Bay Area Black & Jewish Unity Coalition  
Pinole, CA 
 
Reverend Kelly Vandehey​
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Salinas, CA​
 
Sister Susanna Vasquez​
Catholic ​
Fremont, CA 
 
Rev. Gregory Walgenbach, Life, Justice & Peace​
Diocese of Orange​
Anaheim, CA​
 
Emmjolee Waters​
Director of Death Penalty Abolition 
Catholic Mobilizing Network​
National 
 
Beth Weinberger, Coordinator, Anti-Death Penalty Action Group​
Kehilla Community Synagogue​
Oakland, CA​
 
Chaplain Julie Weinstein​
South Pasadena, CA​
 
Elizabeth Wilson, MSJ ​
Dominican Sisters,CA​
 
Rabbi Cat Zavis ​
Beyt Tikkun: A Synagogue Without Walls​
Emeryville, CA 
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