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Re: URGENT OPPOSITION – Resource Management Permit for 
Mule Deer Eradication 

The Office of the County Counsel represents the County of 
Los Angeles (County) in all legal matters. We are writing to voice our 
firm opposition to the approved Resource Management Permit 
(RMP) authorizing the total eradication of mule deer on Santa 
Catalina Island. We demand an immediate stay of this RMP based on 
the unnecessarily violent methodology, the disregard for critical 
wildfire safety, and the questionable judgment exercised by the 
Catalina Island Conservancy (Conservancy) in its management 
approach. 

First, the proposed methods of utilizing aerial net capture, 
nocturnal ground shooting with drone support, and hunting dogs 
over a five-year period are inhumane and deeply distressing. The 
RMP clearly contemplates humane sterilization as an appropriate 
mechanism to control the mule deer population. However, it is 
unconscionable that the Conservancy has relegated non-lethal 
humane sterilization to a secondary consideration. Sterilization must 
be elevated to a primary management tool. Furthermore, while 
these deer were introduced to the island a century ago, they are 
indigenous to California and deserve a strategy that respects their 
status as sentient creatures. We strongly urge a pivot toward 
prioritizing humane sterilization, followed by expanded public 
hunting permits and physical relocation. Proceeding with a  
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five-year mass slaughter without a definitive, peer-reviewed population survey is 
scientifically reckless and erodes all public trust. 

Second, the community is left questioning the Conservancy's fundamental 
reasoning and judgment. The advocacy for aerial assaults involving high-powered rifles 
in 2024, coupled with the recent trauma of catastrophic wildfires in our region, calls 
your organizations' decision making and priorities into question. This singular quest to 
protect and enhance the island's native endemic island species and their habitat at any 
cost appears to be a moral failure that ignores the dignity of animals that have been 
part of the island's heritage for 100 years. 

Third, this plan is a direct threat to human life. Los Angeles County Fire Chief 
Anthony C. Marrone has explicitly warned that the total removal of these grazers will 
cause an unmanaged surge in "fine fuels," directly increasing the wildfire danger to the 
City of Avalon and the island's critical infrastructure. By ignoring the County Fire 
Department's professional assessment, the Conservancy and California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) are prioritizing plant life over the safety of human residents. 
The current plan lacks community consensus and sacrifices public safety for a narrow 
ecological vision. The RMP's method of mule deer population control must begin with 
the capture, humane sterilization, and release of the mule deer as the primary 
methodology of accomplishing the RMP's goals. Should the Conservancy insist on 
proceeding with its ill-conceived plan for mule deer removal, we formally request that 
CDFW review the methodology and a revised plan that incorporates sterilization and 
fire-risk mitigation as core components. 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation with our request. Nothing herein 
shall serve as a waiver of any of the County's rights and remedies, each of which is 
expressly reserved.  

Very truly yours, 
 
DAWYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 
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