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Dear Ms. Termini,  
 
First, I would like to congratulate you on your new role as Interim Director and wish you success as you take 
over leadership of this important department.  I am writing to reiterate my strong opposition to the Restoration 
Management Permit application submitted by the Catalina Island Conservancy, which proposes the eradication 
of the island’s mule deer population. 
 
With the exception of the City of Avalon, Santa Catalina Island is unincorporated Los Angeles County and is 
governed by the Board of Supervisors. The island is part of my district, and in 2024 my colleagues and I voted 
unanimously to oppose the Conservancy’s previous permit application. My concerns remain unchanged. 
 
While I acknowledge that the Conservancy has abandoned the proposal to use aerial sharpshooting, the revised 
plan—to systematically eradicate the island’s entire deer population over a five-year period using professional 
hunters—continues to represent a drastic and inhumane approach. This plan disregards the deeply held values 
of many Catalina residents and visitors. I continue to hear from my constituents who have lived on the island for 
decades and have come to cherish these deer.  Mule deer have been part of Catalina’s landscape for nearly a 
century, and their presence has become an important part of the island’s identity. 
 
The Conservancy has recently claimed the deer worsen the threat of wildfires on the island. The evidence shows 
the exact opposite. Enclosed is a memo I received from Los Angeles County Fire Chief Anthony Marrone 
outlining his concerns that eliminating the deer could actually raise fire risk. Without deer consistently grazing on 
vegetation, fuel loads on the island would increase significantly. 
 
We have a responsibility to manage wildlife humanely and to respect the strong public connection to these 
animals. Many have suggested a pathway forward where a smaller population of deer are preserved and 
managed more appropriately by the Conservancy. For these reasons, I urge the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to reject this permit application and instead work with the Conservancy on a management strategy 
that balances environmental stewardship with compassion, transparency, and meaningful public input. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

JANICE HAHN 

Supervisor, Fourth District 

County of Los Angeles      








