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SUPERVISOR, FOURTH DISTRICT
October 6, 2025

Director Charlton Bonham

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
715 P Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Director Bonham,

| am writing to convey my strong opposition to the latest plan by the Catalina Island Conservancy
(Conservancy) to eliminate the island’s mule deer population.

Apart from the City of Avalon, Santa Catalina Island is unincorporated territory of Los Angeles County,
directly governed by the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors which voted to oppose the Conservancy’s
previous permit application last year.

While | appreciate that the Conservancy has abandoned the idea of aerial sharpshooting, the revised
plan—to systematically slaughter the deer over the next five years with the use of professional
hunters—still represents a drastic and inhumane approach that ignores the values of many Catalina
residents and visitors.

These animals have been part of Catalina’s landscape for nearly a century, and | believe the Conservancy
should be attempting every possible alternative before resorting to eradication. Options such as expanded
hunting seasons, relocation, or sterilization have not been fully pursued, and those strategies deserve real
investment and consideration.

Catalina Island’s fragile ecosystem must be protected, but we also have a responsibility to treat wildlife
humanely and to respect the deep public connection to these animals. | urge the Department of Fish and
Wildlife to reject any proposal the Conservancy may make and work with them to ensure that any
management strategy balances environmental preservation with compassion and public input.
Furthermore, a full evaluation of humane, science-based alternatives should be conducted before any
eradication plan be allowed to proceed.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue.
Sincerely,
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JANICE HAHN
Supervisor, Fourth District
" County of Los Angeles




