
 

 
 
 
 

Community Works TAY  
R.IS.E (Reach Inside for Strength and Experience)  

Program Description 
  

R.I.S.E is a transitional age youth restorative reentry program. Primarily R.I.S.E works with 
TAY ages 18 to 25 but we are open to working with people up to age 35. R.I.S.E case 
managers arrange wrap around services and advocates for the client while still in custody or 
in the community. Clients work with the case manager to develop a comprehensive reentry 
plan. Clients receive mentorship, court assistance and guidance obtaining anything from 
employment, to education, therapy, independent living skills, sober or transitional housing 
and alternative sentencing.  
 
R.I.S.E will also provide up to $300 towards professional training, education and/or 
employment opportunities such as union dues for clients.  
 
The client needs to set clear personal goals to receive these benefits, be fully engaged in 
their reentry and exhibit a true effort to reach their personal goals. Ideally the case manager 
meets with a client months before they are released from jail or prison to establish a reentry 
plan, trust and build a relationship.  
 
The case manager arranges to meet the client when they are released for a” warm hand off”. 
The case manager then meets with the client once a week in person and works with them to 
implement their reentry plan in the community and providing incentives along the way.  
 

R.I.S.E also provides restorative justice circles such as the Building Beats group. This is 
a collaborative space in which young men ages 18 to 25, discuss the importance of 
staying free from incarceration and thriving in the community guided by restorative 
questions such as what happened, what were you thinking at the time, what has 
happened since, who has been affected, what do you need to do to make it right and to 
heal? We will often use lyrics from Hip-Hop songs to spark these conversations which 
take place in a safe container with the intention of building community through the 
restorative process. The circle is for 1.5 hours.  
  
For the next 1.5 hours participants will be able to channel their experiences and 
creatively express them through music by learning about music production, for a total of 
3 hours. Participants will also receive a stipend, of $300 ($150 midway through and 
another $150 upon completion) to aid them along their journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2020 Pandemic Update: 
 
Due to the covid-19 pandemic, in-person groups are put on hold until the state shelter in 
place order is lifted. The potential for holding RJ groups on Zoom is determined by the 
number of case management recipients that express interest; five participants minimum. 
 
Case managers continue to meet clients for release and for weekly in person meetings, while 
practicing all of the safety guidelines such as wearing a mask, using sanitizer and reasonably 
distancing when meeting with clients, who are also required to wear masks.  
 
 
Please feel free to contact Rahkii Holman, the program manager, with any questions: 

 
rholman@communityworkswest.org 
510-701-2031 
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