
Join Friends of the Verde River on Saturday, June 20, 2026, at Page 
Springs Cellars for the Tilted Earth Festival — a celebration of Arizona 
wine, live music, local food, art, and community in the heart of the 
Verde Valley. Enjoy tastings from Arizona wineries, live entertainment, 
and a silent auction, all while supporting two incredible organizations: 
Friends of the Verde River and Yavapai Big Brothers Big Sisters. Every 
ticket helps strengthen our community, our environment, and future 
generations. Go to tilted-earth.com for more information or to get 
tickets.

Join Rachel Laura, Deputy Executive Director of Friends of the Verde 
River, for “Spotlight on Fireflies” on Saturday, June 6, from 1–2 PM at 
Willow Bend Center in Flagstaff. Discover the fascinating world of 
Arizona’s fireflies, including their life cycle, habitats, and the growing 
threats they face from habitat loss, light pollution, and changing water 
availability. Learn how community science and conservation efforts can 
help these remarkable glowing beetles thrive. This free public workshop 
is ideal for adults and older kids. Please register in advance to reserve 
your spot.
Register at https://www.willowbendcenter.org/events/fireflies

Join Friends of the Verde River September 15–17, 2026, in Camp Verde 
for the 2026 State of the Verde Watershed Conference. This year’s 
theme, “One Watershed, Many Voices: Science, Policy, and People,” will 
bring together researchers, land managers, advocates, and community 
members to share knowledge and advance solutions for the Verde River.
We are currently accepting abstract proposals for short presentations 
on topics including water quality, habitat, river health, recreation, and 
community engagement. Abstract submissions are due June 15, 2026. 
We encourage diverse voices and perspectives from across the 
watershed to participate in this important conversation. Go 
to stateoftheverde.com for more info or to submit your abstract.
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