June 30, 2025

The Honorable Kay lvey
Governor

State Capitol
Montgomery, AL 36130

Dear Governor lvey,

On behalf of the law enforcement professionals at large, we write to ask
that you reappoint Ms. Leigh Gwathney as Chair of the Board of Pardons and
Paroles.

In 2019, we supported your efforts to reform our state’s system of pardons
and paroles. While those reforms have been effective, the most consequential
decision that you made during that time was to place Ms. Gwathney at the helm
of the board. Ms. Gwathney’s experience prosecuting violent crimes for both
Jefferson County and the Attorney General’s Office makes her uniquely qualified
to preside over the parole board. More importantly, her willingness to continue to
serve in the face of unprecedented and unwarranted criticism by the liberal media
shows a level of courage, conviction, and dedication to the cause that is rarely
seen in Montgomery. Ms. Gwathney has earned the trust and respect of law
enforcement, prosecutors, and crime victims across our state, all of whom now
have a stake in seeing her reappointed.

In the years leading up to Ms. Gwathney’s ascendance to chair, our state
was on a misguided and dangerous trajectory related to crime and punishment—
particularly when it came to sentencing. The previous parole board chair believed
that her duty was to address prison overcrowding, and as you know, that came at
a high societal cost. Today, nearly 85% of our prison population is comprised of
violent offenders—individuals who should not be back on our streets—yet the
parole board continues to face relentless pressure to release these offenders en
masse. Ms. Gwathney has proven herself to be beyond the influence of the anti-
incarceration movement, ready and willing to fight for the law-abiding citizens
of this state.



Throughout your tenure as governor, you have stood shoulder to shoulder
with those of us who wear the badge and uphold the law. The decision to reappoint
Ms. Gwathney will send a clear and unmistakable message that you stand with
those who protect the public, and against outside forces and special interests who
care little about public safety and more about rhetoric.

As representatives of the law enforcement and prosecutorial communities
from across our great state, we urge you to stand by your previous support of
Leigh Gwathney and reappoint her to lead the parole board.
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