FAQ on reporting events after vaccination:
How are side effects and other events after vaccination tracked?
Side effects and other events after vaccination are tracked by CDC at a national level. The main way CDC tracks side effects and other events after COVID-19 vaccination is through a system called V-SAFE, which everyone who is vaccinated can sign up for to receive text “check-ins” and reminders about their next shot. Another system CDC uses is called VAERS, or the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System, where anyone can report an event after a vaccine. 
What is the difference between V-SAFE and VAERS?
V-SAFE is designed to reach out to every person nationwide who receives a COVID-19 vaccine in the days and weeks after they get it. It actively asks people if they have any problems at regular intervals, and if they report any, it will connect them with CDC directly for help. V-SAFE is our best way to find out about problems because everyone who signs up is asked how they are feeling after the vaccine. It does not depend on people deciding to go to a particular website and fill out a form to report an event. 
VAERS is a national system used by the CDC as an early warning system and is publicly available at vaers.hhs.gov. VAERS tracks all reported events after vaccination, regardless of whether the events are caused by the vaccine. It contains both coincidental events and events caused by the vaccine. To report an event, anyone can go to the website and enter information about the event. Reports are not checked, filtered or edited before they are published except to remove identifying details. One drawback of VAERS is that people have to decide to go to the website and report an event. This means that many side effects aren't reported, especially when they are minor, but severe events are more likely to be reported regardless of whether they are related to the vaccine and reports may increase after media attention. Another drawback is that reports often lack details and may contain errors; some reports are duplicates referring to the same event.
Everyone is encouraged to report events after vaccination to VAERS or V-SAFE, regardless of whether they think the events are caused by the vaccine.
If VAERS reports are not checked, why are they published?
CDC makes all reports available (without identifying information) so that anyone who wants to can see them. The CDC looks through the VAERS raw data and gets more information if needed to better understand any possible adverse events associated with vaccines. Serious events are thoroughly investigated, and all deaths are investigated. If further investigation of a death or serious event is needed, CDC contacts states through CISA. If a safety issue is discovered with a vaccine, this is immediately reported to clinicians and the public. For example, here is an MMWR recently complied based on adverse events reporting: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/mm7004e1-H.pdf
What else should we know about VAERS?
It is generally not possible to find out from VAERS data if a vaccine caused the adverse event. It is also not possible to use VAERS data to calculate how often an adverse event occurs in a population.
The VAERS system is similar to how safety data is gathered in clinical trials. In clinical trials, all events after vaccination were tracked and reported regardless of whether they were vaccine related (examples include car crashes, a lightning strike, a homicide).
Why are there deaths reported in VAERS after COVID-19 vaccines?
Health care providers are required to report certain events to VAERS, such as hospitalization or death, if they occur after vaccination, regardless of whether they are related to vaccination. CDC clarified recently that there is not a specified time period after vaccination in which these must be reported, and instead asked Alaska health care providers to report all deaths regardless of how long after vaccination they occur and what caused the death. Given the large scale vaccine effort and attention on VAERS data reporting, many clinicians are entering anything possible related to the vaccine into the database to ensure maximal information. We encourage clinicians to report all events including deaths occurring after vaccination to VAERS, regardless of whether they could be vaccine related.

Are the deaths reported in VAERS caused by the vaccine?
CDC monitors the VAERS system as well as V-SAFE and notifies the State about concerning events. CDC has not reported any deaths associated with the vaccine in Alaska or other states, meaning that CDC does not consider the deaths that happened after vaccination unexpected or likely related to the vaccine.
What do we know about side effects of COVID-19 vaccines?
The COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have expected side effects which occur most often in young, healthy people and resolve on their own within 1-3 days. While COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have not been linked with causing deaths, they also do not protect from death from causes other than COVID-19. In prioritizing seniors and nursing home residents for vaccination, we also recognize that these groups are among the most likely to have medical events from other causes that happen to occur after getting the vaccine.
For more information about VAERS:
 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/#anchor_1595527172335 

