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March 11, 2014  

Attention Anglers 
The use of trout beads, a plastic bead resembling a trout egg, is becoming a popular fishing technique 
around Casper.  How the beads are used, determines the legality of the technique.  Using the bead as a 
lure, (fixed on a leader with a trailing bare hook) is one method to rig the bead.  When using this 
technique, the fish takes the bead in its mouth, not the hook, and when the angler tightens the line, the 
hook is set outside the mouth, which according to existing state law is snagging and illegal. 
 
It is unlawful to snag fish in Wyoming.  Wyoming State Statute 23-3-201(e) defines “snag” as 
“attempting to take a fish in such a manner that the fish does not take the hook voluntarily in its mouth.”  
If a trailing bare hook is being used with a bead, the fish does not take the hook in its mouth voluntarily.  
Therefore, by definition, this bead fishing practice is snagging and is an illegal method.   
 
Due to growing interest in this fishing method, Game and Fish biologists will be collecting data and 
asking for public input to help determine if statutory/regulatory changes are warranted in order to clarify 
the snagging law and how it pertains to bead fishing.  Based on data collected and public input, the Game 
and Fish Department will determine if using a bead as a lure (fixed on a leader with a trailing bare hook) 
should be legal or illegal, and in either case, will attempt to clarify the snagging law. 
 
A trout bead used as an attractor for a fly is legal to use.  When used as an attractor the bead should be 
fixed on the leader two (2) inches or less above the fly to minimize injury to the fish.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Game and Fish Casper Region Office at (307) 473-3400 or 473-3405 
with any additional questions and on our web site at wgfd.wyo.gov. 
 

 


