
 

 
 

Oversight Committee IRS Targeting Investigation April 2014 Q&A update 
 

 What has the House Oversight Committee recently done to further the investigation 
of IRS targeting? The House Oversight Committee convened on Thursday, April 10th at 
9:00 a.m., to consider and pass a resolution to hold former IRS Exempt Organizations 
Director Lois Lerner in contempt of Congress for refusing to testify before the 
Committee. 

 

 Who is Lois Lerner, why is she important?  As the former IRS Exempt Organizations 
division Director, Lois Lerner led the unit where targeting occurred between February 
2010 and May 2012.  A months long investigation has produced evidence that Lerner 
was influenced and outraged by the Supreme Court’s Citizens United case much like 
President Obama and many Democrats.  She tried to do something about it – a 
crackdown on non-profit groups. 
 

 Why did the Oversight Committee hold her in contempt? Chairman Issa said convening 
the meeting to consider contempt was necessary because, “Documents and testimony 
point to Lois Lerner as a senior IRS official responsible for conduct that deprived 
Americans of their rights to free speech and equal protection under our laws … Ms. 
Lerner’s involvement in wrongdoing and refusal to meet her legal obligations has left 
the Committee with no alternative but to consider a contempt finding.”  Lerner, the 
Committee determined, waived her right not to testify by making declarative 
statements asserting she had done nothing wrong, which created a legal obligation to 
answer questions but she refused.  

 So what happens to Lerner next?  If Lerner continues to refuse to truthfully testify 
about IRS targeting, House passage of this resolution would require the U.S. Attorney 
for the District of Columbia to empanel a Grand Jury and seek a criminal indictment for 
contempt of Congress. 
 

 Is the Oversight Committee the only one doing anything to hold Lerner 
accountable?  No, this is part of a larger effort to get the truth. The House Ways and 
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Means Committee (on 4/9) voted one day earlier to approve a letter recommending 
Lerner’s criminal prosecution to the Justice Department. 
 

 What did the Ways and Means Committee tell us?  Further underscoring Lerner’s 
political motivations, the Ways and Means referral included new documents showing 
that Lerner focused unusual attention on trying to stop former Bush Administration 
advisor Karl Rove’s organization Crossroads GPS.  She also – seemingly half-joking – 
talked about joining the remnants of President Obama’s election campaign – Organizing 
for America. 
 

 Were Progressive groups targeted or looked at by the IRS? Contrary to some false 
claims, House investigators have concluded that only Tea Party and some other similar 
conservative groups were targeted by the IRS for scrutiny because of their political 
beliefs.  This was recently explained in a report.  Some progressive and other groups did 
receive extra scrutiny, but every example so far indicates that this occurred as a result of 
objective enforcement criteria and not because of the organization’s political beliefs. 
 

 What liberal groups were examined to reach this conclusion? ACORN, Emerge America, 
and Occupy Wall Street are all examples of left leaning groups that liberals have claimed 
were targeted the same as Tea Party groups, but IRS employees explained otherwise. 
 

 If Lerner won’t talk, is the investigation over? No. Before action on Lerner, new IRS 
Commissioner John Koskinen was brought before the Oversight Committee just a few 
weeks ago.  Members warned him to stop stonewalling Congress and focused particular 
attention on e-mails sent and received by Lois Lerner that the IRS has still not turned 
over.  Even a year after the scandal broke, the IRS is still keeping some very important 
documents away from Congress. 

 
 

 What else can these agencies do to limit political speech? The Treasury Department 
has offered a new 501(C)4 Rule for public comment that would essentially codify the 
IRS’ targeting of groups for their political views. This proposed rule is exceptionally 
unpopular and has received over 150,00 public comments, most of which are negative. 
In fact, at an Oversight hearing, liberal groups like the ACLU as well as conservative 
groups adamantly objected to the new Treasury rule because it would restrict 
Constitutionally protected speech.  
 

 Is the new IRS Commissioner doing a good job to get the IRS back on track?  At the 
hearing, Commissioner Koskinen tried to engage in some revisionist history to downplay 
the scandal, flatly denying that the IRS inspector general – whose work first brought 
forward evidence of wrongdoing – had ever called the IRS wrongdoing “targeting.”  The 
Commissioner was wrong.  In fact, the Washington Post’s fact-checker found that the 
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Commissioner’s claim was a “significant factual error.”  This was discouraging and raises 
doubt that the IRS is really on track to earn back lost trust. 
 

 Any other bad news at the IRS?  New findings of violations – specifically inappropriate 
efforts intended to help re-elect President Obama – were brought forward by the non-
partisan Office of Special Counsel further indicating the IRS is not the non-political 
agency it is supposed to be.   
 

 Why has the investigation taken so long?  House investigators have interviewed over 
30 IRS witnesses.  The IRS is still dragging its feet on producing documents – the Agency 
has even prioritized getting documents House leaders haven’t asked for over the most 
critical documents like all of Lois Lerner’s e-mails.  This has been a complicated 
investigation where various witnesses and documents don’t always tell one story – 
recently investigators have had enough information to make some firm conclusions. 
 

 Are House Democrats supporting this investigation?  Mostly House Democrats have 
not been helpful – some have even tried to obstruct oversight and acted like defense 
counsels for IRS figures who engaged in wrongdoing.  After the Supreme Court’s Citizens 
United decision affirming free speech rights to participate in elections, many Democrats 
tried to pressure the IRS to do something about it.  It’s clear that officials at the IRS felt 
this political pressure and some acted on it. Democrats on the Ways and Means 
Committee and the Oversight Committee have voted in block against efforts to hold Lois 
Lerner accountable.   

 

 Democrats say the pursuit of Lerner’s testimony is “McCarthy” like – any response? 
McCarthyism was powerful government officials scrutinizing private citizens because of 
their perceived political beliefs or affiliations – that’s exactly what Lois Lerner did at the 
IRS to Tea Party applicants.  Congress’ effort is focused on investigation an abuse of 
government power.  Efforts to defend or dismiss this wrongdoing are deeply offensive. 
 

 What’s next?  Speaker Boehner and other House leaders have backed a tough stance on 
Lerner – testify truthfully or face contempt.  But it’s not just about Lerner.  New e-mails 
delivered just this month by the IRS have shown that a leading House Democrat quietly 
contacted the IRS for information about a targeted conservative organization and IRS 
official Lerner sought to get him this information without letting GOP Members 
know.  House investigators are still examining the year long delay (during which 
President Obama got re-elected) between when the Administration knew about wrong 
doing and when it became public.  Investigators are also looking at inconsistencies and 
putting together puzzle pieces about what really happened. 
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