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2012 COC ELECTION INFORMATION
One of FSA’s responsibilities is to conduct County Committee elections in an open manner
that ensures accountability. FSA will provide local organizations representing socially
disadvantaged groups with detailed information about the COC election process. The
agency is reaching out to agricultural communities to get equitable representation on
their county committees. This year, LAA 2 consisting of Part of Jacksonville: all of
Catherine Lake, Haws Run, Holly Shelter, Verona, Holly Ridge, Sneads Ferry, Dixon, and
Folkstone will conduct the election. Barry Shepard is currently serving in this position.
Groups representing socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, will be actively
solicited for COC election candidates, and encouraged to nominate a candidate.
Underrepresented farmers and ranchers are encouraged to step up and participate in
their county’s COC election process by completing a nomination form (FSA-669A).
Producers will notice posters and announcements displayed in businesses, churches, and
other public places. COC election fact sheets can be found online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA under the News & Events tab on the FSA homepage.

County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA operations. The
intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup of the producers and to represent all
constituents. This means wherever possible, minorities, women or lower income
producers need to be on the committee to speak for these underrepresented groups.
County committees provide local input on: Commodity price support loans and
payments; Conservation programs; Incentive; indemnity and disaster payments for some
commaodities; Emergency programs; and Payment eligibility
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal
laws. County committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local
decisions. Election Period

e June 15, 2012 - The nomination period begins.

e Aug. 1, 2012 - Last day to file nomination forms (FSA-669A) at the local USDA
Service Center.

e Nov. 5, 2012 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

e Dec. 3,2012 - Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center.

e Jan. 1, 2013 - Newly elected county committee members take office.

Who Can Hold Office - To hold office as a county committee member, a person must

meet the basic eligibility criteria:

e Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA

o Be eligible to vote in a county committee election

e Reside in the local administrative area (LAA) in which the person is a candidate

Not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or
employee

¢ Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny,
embezzlement or any other felony

e Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services

Nominations - To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form
FSA-669A. The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected.
This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
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Nomination forms for the 2012 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business
on Aug. 1, 2012.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the county
committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations representing minority
and women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office
that administers a producer’s farm records.

Who Can Vote - Agricultural producers of legal voting age may be eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm also
may be eligible to vote. More information about voting eligibility requirements can be found in the FSA fact sheet titled “FSA
County Committee Election - Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a County Committee Member.” Producers may contact their
local USDA Service Center for more information.

2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up - 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) enrollment will begin Jan. 23, 2012 and will
end June 1, 2012. Here are some IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
e All producers planting on DCP base acres must be identified on the DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportionate
share of DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.
e Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1% in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your local FSA office such as:
0 Ownership changes
0 Producer changes (Individuals and Entities)
0 Change in crop shares arrangements
Note: Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2012.

Adjusted Gross Income - USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have established an electronic information exchange
process for verifying compliance with the adjusted gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs. Written consent is
required from each producer or payment recipient for the tax review process. No actual tax data will be included in the report
that IRS sends to FSA.

This ensures that payments are not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill
are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average AGI for direct payments;
and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs. Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules
must submit form CCC-931 to their local FSA County Office to avoid interruption of program benefits. This form may be
obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices or online at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainserviet.

Crop Reporting -The annual, timely and accurate reporting of acres for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage,
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to
receive benefits from the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Loan Deficiency Payments.
Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be reported to receive annual rental payments. Crop acreage for Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) also must be reported.

Crop reports — form FSA-578, Report of Acreage — must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or planted.
Producers need to file their acreage reports by June 30, 2012 (Sunday) for crops such as cotton, soybeans, corn, and
tobacco.

Prevented Planting: Prevented planting needs to be reported no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date.

Failed Acreage: Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposition of the crop, and producers must be able to
establish to the satisfaction of the county committee that the crop failed and was prevented from being replanted through the
normal planting period because of natural disaster conditions.

Sodbuster Regulations- The term sodbusting is used to identify the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as
cropland. Sodbuster violations are unauthorized tillage practices on highly erodible lands that converted native vegetation such
as rangeland or woodland to crop production after Dec. 23, 1985.

Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper conservation
measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs.

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they are required to
file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production.

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will
be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage, before bringing land into production.
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In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates have to file an AD-1026 in the administrative or control county office before
any farm program payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the producer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as wetland
conservation, provisions will not be violated.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. Those
producers who are having trouble getting credit for their farm or who regularly borrow from FSA, \[tl]direct and guaranteed
loans are currently available.

Ask a lender about an FSA loan guarantee to help with a setback or if a lender has been reluctant to extend or renew a loan.
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000. This makes the maximum combination of direct and guaranteed loan
indebtedness $1,514,000.

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans has increased from 1
percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan, for loans obligated after Oct. 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.
Banking Changes?

If you changed banks and did not notify FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically transferred into
your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there could be problems. In order to
make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another financial institution purchases your
bank. It is important that any changes in a producer’s account such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number or
account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible payment delay.

NAP Coverage Deadlines - Noninsured Crop Disaster applications are due at different times according to the crop being
insured. Producers should apply for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage using form CCC-471
(Application for Coverage). Related service fees are due when the application is filed. The application and service fee MUST
be filed by the crop sales closing date. Contact your local FSA office for the filing dates for your crops.

NAP Records

Production records for individual crops need to be filed at the FSA office to establish an approved NAP yield. If this is the first
year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and acreage information from prior years to establish your yield. If
you participated in NAP in previous years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield
up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable or verifiable. Records need to show crop disposition. We recommend
producers submit production records as soon as harvest is complete. All production records must be submitted by the
subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date.

NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer
with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops
covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date
for the crop.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




