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Headlines
Grants totaling $30 Million to Help Adults in Prison Work-Release Programs
Transition to the Workforce Now Available from U. S. Labor Department.  The U.S. Department of Labor announced the availability of approximately $30 million through the second round of the Training to Work — Adult Reentry competitive grant program to help men and women participating in a state or local prison work-release programs gain the job skills necessary to succeed in an in-demand occupation upon reintegrating back into society.  The department will award approximately $30 million for 15 grants of up to $2 million each. Grants will be awarded to implementing partners that provide qualifying services in areas with high-poverty and high-crime rates, including communities that have a large proportion of returning citizens that typically experience higher rates of recidivism. Additional consideration will be given to applications who intend to serve areas designated as "Promise Zones" by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  The department's Reintegration of Ex-Offenders program administers the Training to Work program, and additional information about the program's first-round of grantees is available.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20140278.htm.  Deadline: April 18.   
Approximately $73 Million in YouthBuild Grants to Help Disadvantaged Youth Develop Job and Leadership Skills Made Available by US Labor Department.  The U.S. Department of Labor announced the availability of approximately $73 million in YouthBuild grant funds to develop programs that will help out-of-school youth complete high school or General Educational Development programs, as well as learn critical occupational skills in construction, health care, information technology and other in-demand fields.  The department will award approximately 75 grants with a maximum funding of up to $1.1 million each. The grants will be awarded to organizations that oversee education and employment services for disadvantaged youths in their communities. The department anticipates serving approximately 4,950 young people in this grant cycle.  The solicitation for grant applications, which includes information about how to apply for a grant, is available to view at http://www.grants.gov.  For more information on YouthBuild and other youth employment and training programs, visit:  http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services. To view the press release, visit:  http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20140257.htm.  Deadline: April 22.  
$150 Million Ready to Work Partnership Grant Competition to Help Those Facing Long-Term Unemployment Return to Work Announced by US Labor Department.  The U.S. Department of Labor announced the availability of approximately $150 million in grants to prepare and place those facing long-term unemployment into good jobs. The Ready to Work Partnership grant competition will support and scale innovative partnerships between employers, nonprofit organizations and America's public workforce system to build a pipeline of talented U.S. workers and help those experiencing long-term unemployment gain access to employment services that provide opportunities to return to work in middle- and high-skill jobs.  Approximately 20 to 30 grants ranging from $3 million to $10 million will be awarded to programs focused on employer engagement, individualized counseling, job placement assistance, and work-based training that facilitate hiring for jobs where employers currently use foreign workers on H-1B visas.  Prospective applicants are encouraged to view additional online resources at http://www.doleta.gov/readytowork.  Any organization that meets the requirements of the solicitation may apply. The Solicitation for Grant Applications, which includes information about how to apply, is available at http://www.grants.gov.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20140293.htm.  Deadline: June 19.  
U.S. Departments of Education and Treasury Announce Collaboration with Intuit Inc. to Raise Awareness about Income-Driven Repayment Options for Students Loans.  The U.S. Department of Education, the U.S. Department of Treasury, and Intuit Inc. announced an innovative private-public collaboration to raise awareness about income-driven repayment plans and other repayment options for federal student loan borrowers. Income-driven repayment plans allow borrowers to fully repay their student debt on a sliding scale that adjusts monthly payments based on factors such as changing income and growing families.  This tax filing season, Intuit will feature a banner in its TurboTax Online tax preparation software with a message to let users know they have options for repaying federal student loans. The banner will link to the Department of Education’s online Repayment Estimator, where users will be able to determine if they could lower their monthly student loan payments through an income-driven repayment plan. From there, users would be able to sign up for an income-driven or other repayment plan. Last year, over 18 million Americans used TurboTax Online to prepare their taxes.  This effort is part of President Obama’s broader agenda, announced last August, to combat rising college costs, make college more affordable, and improve value for students and their families. The President called for the Department of Education and Treasury to partner together around increasing consumer awareness of repayment options, and this new collaboration is a response to his call.  For more information on income-driven plans, and other repayment options, please visit http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/understand/plans. To use the Repayment Estimator, visit http://studentaid.gov/repayment-estimator.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-departments-education-and-treasury-announce-collaboration-intuit-inc-raise-aw.

Fact Sheet: Education Datapalooza to Promote Innovation in Improving College Access, Affordability, and Completion. In August, President Obama outlined an ambitious new agenda to combat rising college costs and make college affordable for American families.  As a part of this plan, the President called on the U.S. Department of Education to enlist entrepreneurs and technology leaders to catalyze new private-sector tools, services, and apps to help students evaluate and select colleges.  In response to the President’s call, the White House, the U.S. Departments of Education and Treasury, and the General Services Administration hosted an Education “Datapalooza”, highlighting innovators from the private, nonprofit, and academic sectors who have used freely available government data to build products, services, and apps that advance postsecondary education, empower students with information, and help colleges innovate in creative and powerful ways.  The program focuses on two areas directly responsive to the President’s call: empowering students and families with the information, apps, websites, and other tools to help them make informed decisions about going to and paying for college; and leveraging technology to increase the quality of online teaching and learning, which can lead to breakthroughs on college cost and quality.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-education-datapalooza-promote-innovation-improving-college-access-aff.

Launch of STEM Jobs® Magazine Connects Students’ Passions to Real Jobs.  Victory Media announced the launch of STEM Jobs® magazine, a national digital and print publication that encourages high school and college students, especially women and minorities, to pursue Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education and careers. The premier issue highlights the science behind making our Olympic athletes more competitive at Sochi. Additional features include articles on teen cancer researcher Jack Andraka, careers at Google, ALCOA, Pfizer, Chevron, Fedex, education at California University of PA, Project Lead the Way and the U.S. Navy.  Upcoming issues tie technical skills to great jobs at companies like ESPN, Cirque du Soleil and National Geographic.  STEM Jobs® magazine is distributed digitally to over 600,000 students and 20,000 teachers in coordination with a classroom publication reaching 15,000 schools in all 50 states across the United States and has a print circulation of 200,000.  To sign up for a free, digital subscription and for first notice of the extensive digital tools aimed at helping students explore STEM careers planned for release later this year, visit:  http://stemjobs.com/.

National Youth Leadership Council and Youth Service America to Host “Monumental” National Service Learning Conference.  MONUMENTAL, convened by the National Youth Leadership Council and co-hosted by Youth Service America, provides more than workshops and keynote addresses; it is an extension of the classroom, allowing for the youth and adult attendees to be part of something bigger.  Both youth and adults gain the tools, resources, ideas, and inspiration to return home to improve their practice, their schools, and their communities.  The conference's multiple day (April 9-12), concurrent session format offers a self-directed, facilitated learning environment with education sessions, discussion groups, and interactive workshops designed specifically for all levels of attendees engaged in service, learning, and youth development, focusing on current and emerging issues, best practices, and the challenges facing us today. The conference brings together more than 1,000 attendees from across the United States and many other countries: a mix of innovative teachers who engage their youth in creative, meaningful contributions to society, school administrators who are committed to systematic change, researchers who investigate the direct connection between service-learning and graduation rates, policy-makers who take these messages to the Hill, and young leaders making a positive change throughout the world.  To register and obtain additional information, visit:  http://servicelearningconference.org/2014/.
Funding announcements and opportunities
U.S. Department of State Announces Grant Opportunities.  The U.S. Department of State’s, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs is accepting applications for the following grants:  

American Youth Leadership Program provides high school students from the United States with an opportunity to travel abroad on a three- to four-week-long exchange program to gain firsthand knowledge of foreign cultures and to collaborate on solving global issues.  The participants will have an academic and experiential education program focused on dialogue and debate, leadership development, and community service. To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/rfgp_aylp_fy14.pdf.  Deadline:  April 4.

Community Solutions Program seeks to enhance the skills of approximately 60-70 civic and community leaders to more effectively address current economic, environmental, political, and social challenges in their communities.  Through a four- to six-month fellowship, complemented by leadership training and development, Community Solutions will provide opportunities for eligible individuals to experience U.S. best practices and learn effective models of public and community engagement, while developing concrete strategies to better address complex issues in their home communities. To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  https://eca.state.gov/files/bureau/rfgp_community_solutions.pdf.  Deadline:  March 31.  

The U.S. Department of Education Announces the Availability of $8.6 Million for Arts in Education Program.  The U.S. Department of Education is accepting applications for its Arts in Education Model Development and Dissemination (AEMDD) program.  This program supports the enhancement, expansion, documentation, evaluation, and dissemination of innovative, cohesive models that are based on research and have demonstrated that they are effective.  Projects funded through the AEMDD program are intended to increase the amount of nationally available information on effective models for arts education that integrate the arts with standards-based education programs.  Seventeen grantees will be awarded an estimated average size grant of $500,000.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-02-25/pdf/2014-04034.pdf.  Deadline:  Notice of Intent to Apply - March 27; Transmittal of Application – April 28.  

Catalog for Giving of New York City Invites Proposals for "The Catalog" Membership.  The Catalog for Giving of New York City is accepting proposals from organizations to participate in its 7th Edition Catalog, which will commence in January of 2015.  Selected organizations will receive three years of general operating funding, ranging from approximately $40,000-$65,000 per year, and have the opportunity to be part of a unique community of supporters of innovative opportunities for NYC youth. To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.catalogforgiving.org/contact/RFP2014.html.  Deadline: March 20.  
Points of Light Announces National Service Grant Opportunity for Increasing Community Engagement and Job Readiness in 16- to 24-Year-Olds.  Points of Light is accepting applications from nonprofit and municipal organizations in 10 cities – Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Newark, San Francisco, St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. – to run a civic engagement and youth leadership development program.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: http://www.pointsoflight.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/2014_pol_employability_program_host_site_guidelines_final.pdf?utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=POL-%20Citi%20Grant%20RFP_ConfGeoQuery_02.10.14%20(1)&utm_content.  Deadline:  March 21. 
Health Services for Children with Special Needs, Inc. Foundation Invites Applications for the Advocates in Disability Award Program.  The Health Services for Children with Special Needs, Inc. Foundation is accepting applications for its Advocates in Disability Award program.  The program awards and encourages young adults with a disability between the ages of 14 and 26 who are dedicated to positively affecting the lives of individuals with disabilities and their families. The program also supports an innovative project developed by the recipient to serve and empower individuals with disabilities.  Eligible applicants must be a citizen or permanent resident of the United States at the time of application submission and recipient selection Awardees will receive $3,000 in recognition of his or her disability advocacy and will receive up to an additional $7,000 in funding support for a project to benefit the disability community. To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  www.hscfoundation.org/2014ADA.php. Deadline:  April 11.  
Opportunities for Youth, Young Adults, and Teachers 

Kohl’s Corporation Invites Nominees for its Kohl's Cares Scholarship Program.  The Kohl’s Corporation is accepting nominees for its Kohl’s Cares Scholarship Program.  Nominees must be young volunteers who make a difference in their community and a student between the ages of 6 and 18 as of March 15, 2014 and not yet a high school graduate.  Awardees will receive a $50 Kohl's Gift Card. Regional awardees will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship for higher education. National awardees will receive a total of $10,000 in scholarships plus Kohl's will donate $1,000 to a nonprofit of the student's choice. http://bit.ly/1eZkdKC. Deadline: March 14

Disney Music Awards, Disney Friends for Change and Youth Service America Invites Applicants for its Radio Disney Hero for Change Award.  Disney Music Awards, Disney Friends for Change and Youth Service America are accepting applications for its Radio Disney Hero for Change Award. The award is designed to offer young change-makers the chance to be a Hero for Change.  Applicants ages 5-18 who live in Radio Disney communities and are creating positive change through service are eligible to apply.  Awardees will receive a $1000 award, plus a chance to meet other amazing young people at the Radio Disney Music Awards in Los Angeles April 2014.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:   http://bit.ly/1fF4wu6.  Deadline: March 16.  
Partnership for American Veterans Employment and Education Solutions Invites Applicants for its Stephen M. Wing Take Flight Scholarship.  The Partnership for American Veterans Employment and Education Solutions (PAVES) is accepting applications for its Stephen M. Wing Take Flight Scholarship program.  The program is designed to assist those individuals committed to advancing their career paths by increasing their employment and education opportunities.  Individuals may nominate themselves or be nominated by peers, co-workers, family members or colleagues.  Applicants who are:  veterans, veterans' spouses, those from disadvantaged backgrounds, service-connected or other disability, mature workers (50+), women and minorities are eligible to apply.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.partnershipamericanveterans.org/scholarship-application-form.html.  Deadline:  March 21, 2014. 
World of Children Award Invites Nominations for its Youth Award.  The World of The World of Children® Award recognizes a young hero (under the age of 21) who is making extraordinary contributions to the lives of other children.  Awards will be presented at an annual ceremony held in New York City on November 6, 2014.  At that time, World of Children Award will offer cash grants up to $25,000 to the proven, sustainable programs created and managed by the 2014 Honorees.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://bit.ly/1d02HEU.  Deadline: April 1.
Corporation for National and Community Service Invites Applicants for its Fiscal Year 2014 AmeriCorps Indian Tribes Grants.  The Corporation for National and Community Service is seeks to prioritize the investment of national service resources in economic opportunity, education, veterans and military families, and disaster services in Native American communities.  Only federally-recognized Indian Tribes and tribal organizations are eligible to apply.  Awardees may receive grans of up to $75,000.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: http://www.nationalservice.gov/build-your-capacity/grants/funding-opportunities/2014/americorps-indian-tribes-grants-fy-2014.  Deadline:  April 30.
LibertyGives Foundation Invites Applications for Projects Benefitting Colorado Youth.  The LibertyGives Foundation is accepting applications from nonprofit organizations in support of programs benefiting underprivileged and at-risk youth in Colorado.  Grants of up to $150,000 will be awarded in support of programs with a focus on proactive and preventative services for youth.  Eligible, organizations must be considered tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and be based in Colorado.  To obtain additional application and an application, visit:  http://www.libertymedia.com/liberty-gives.aspx.  Deadline:  June 30.
Publications
The (Surprising) Efficacy of Academic and Behavioral Intervention with Disadvantaged Youth: Results from a Randomized Experiment in Chicago.  This paper developed by the National Bureau of Economic Research, reports on a randomized controlled trial of a two-pronged intervention that provides disadvantaged youth with non-academic supports that try to teach youth social-cognitive skills based on the principles of cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), and intensive individualized academic remediation. The study sample consists of 106 male 9th and 10th graders in a public high school on the south side of Chicago, of whom 95% are black and 99% are free or reduced price lunch eligible. Participation increased math test scores by 0.65 of a control group standard deviation (SD) and 0.48 SD in the national distribution, increased math grades by 0.67 SD, and seems to have increased expected graduation rates by 14 percentage points (46%). While some questions remain about the intervention, given these effects and a cost per participant of around $4,400 (with a range of $3,000 to $6,000), this intervention seems to yield larger gains in adolescent outcomes per dollar spent than many other intervention strategies.  To view this paper, visit:  http://www.nber.org/papers/w19862?utm_campaign=ntw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ntw.

· Print
Young Adults Living at Home Less Likely to Be Thriving. This report developed by Frank Newport with Gallup discusses how young adults between the ages of 24 and 34 who live at home with their parents are significantly less likely to be "thriving" than those in the same age group who don't live with their parents.  To view the report, visit:  http://www.gallup.com/poll/167429/young-adults-living-home-less-likely-thriving.aspx?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=syndication&utm_content=morelink&utm_term=USA.  

Making College Affordable An Online Guide for Hispanic Student.  This guide developed by Affordable Colleges Online, is dedicated to helping Hispanic students navigate the often-challenging world of college affordability, financial aid, and scholarships.  It also includes expert advice and resources in key cost-related areas.  To view the guide, visit:  Http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/spotlight/making-college-affordable-online-guide-for-hispanic-students/.
Program resources

New Webinar
On March 5th, Education Week will host a Webinar entitled: Helping At-Risk Students Develop Literacy Skills.  The webinar will include discussions about students with disabilities and other children at risk of reading difficulties that may require different teaching strategies and additional scaffolding to reach their full potential, particularly in an era of common standards. Guest speakers, Peggy Coyne, a research scientist at the Center for Applied Special Technology in Wakefield, Massachusetts, and Lori DiGisi, a curriculum coordinator for Framingham Public Schools in Massachusetts, will discuss how teachers can use differentiated instruction, universal design for learning, and assistive technology to help struggling readers at all grade levels.  To register for the webinar, visit:  https://vts.inxpo.com/scripts/Server.nxp?LASCmd=AI:4;F:QS!10100&ShowKey=18476&partnerref=EBLAST.

Previously Recorded Webinars

On February 20, the Georgetown University's National Technical Assistance Center hosted a webinar entitled: The Inside Scoop: Gaining a Deeper Understanding of Medicaid/Mental Health Services from the Medicaid Directors’ Perspective. Matt Salo, Executive Director of the National Association of Medicaid Directors (NAMD), provided a special presentation on how Medicaid and Mental Health can better work together. He helped individuals understand the Medicaid point of view as he discussed issues, opportunities, challenges, and ways to partner that are more meaningful and productive.  To view an archive of the webinar, visit:  http://gucchdtacenter.georgetown.edu/resources/TAWebinars.html.

On February 28, the Department of Labor’s, Employee Benefits Security Administration, Department of Education and the NAACP Financial Freedom Center hosted a Webcast entitled:  Your Financial Future Begins Today – Deal With It!  The Webcast was designed to help college seniors and young workers get a good financial start including paying down student loans, determining a budget, managing credit, and starting to save for retirement. To view an archive of the webinar, visit:  http://social.dol.gov/blog/your-financial-future-begins-today-%e2%80%93-deal-with-it/.  
Calendar of Events
March 27–29.  Sacramento, CA.  Green Schools National Conference. To obtain additional information, visit:  http://greenschoolsnationalnetwork.org/conference/category/conference-news/?utm_source=National+Service+Briefing+11.7.13&utm_campaign=NSB+11.7.13&utm_medium=email.
April 9–12.  Washington, DC.  The National Youth Leadership Council’s 25th Annual National Service-Learning Conference.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://servicelearningconference.org/2014/.
April 22-24, 2014.  Northern Kentucky.  Ready by 21 National Meeting.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.readyby21.org/nationalmeeting.
April 27–29.  Washington, DC.  America’s Promise Alliance’s Building a Grad Nation Summit.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.americaspromise.org/summit?utm_source=National+Service+Briefing+12.19.13&utm_campaign=NSB+12.19.13&utm_medium=email.
May 4-6.  Denver, CO.  National Association of Workforce Development Professionals 2014 Annual Conference.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.nawdp.org/Content/NavigationMenu/WorkforceDevelopment/AnnualConference2/default.htm.

August 6-8. Philadelphia, PA.  National Careers Pathways Network Annual Conference - National Pathways to Adulthood 2014.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://ncpn.info/.
NOTICE:

The Employment and Training Administration is interested in hearing about new and innovative approaches which bring employers, educators and workforce systems professionals together to serve our communities’ youth.  If you would like to share projects or programs in your area, please e-mail your information to the Division of Youth Services at youth.services@dol.gov.
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U.S. Department of Labor, Division of Youth Services 


200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20210 (202) 693-3036, http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services/








Youth Resource Connections (YRC).  The Department of Labor (DOL), Employment and Training Administration (ETA) does not take responsibility for non endorsed DOL/ETA resources included in the YRC. 





We welcome your input.  Please let us know how these updates might be improved to better serve your needs.  If you have comments contact the: Division of Youth Services at (202) 693-3030 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:youth.services@dol.gov" �youth.services@dol.gov� . 





Subscribe/Unsubscribe to Youth Resource Connections: � HYPERLINK "http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services" �http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services�.  Click on the “Subscribe to E-mail Updates” button to complete subscription.
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