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Higher Education Program News:

· 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium, June 2-5, 2014.  
The 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium is scheduled for June 2-5, 2014.  Plenary, breakout sessions and workshops are once again on the schedule.  More symposium information will be posted on the Higher Education website in the next few months including call for papers and presentations and registration information.  https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/ 

Questions or concerns about the symposium should be sent to Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov.  

· College List (https://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/)
Hi Ed staff is currently working to complete the annual college list updates.  The college list is frequently used as a source of information by students, faculty and professional organizations.  If your college or university is currently on the college list and you have not updated for this year please do so ASAP by emailing Shannon.Cool@associates.fema.dhs.gov or Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov.  

College and University Information:

· California Career Pathways Trust RFA
Dear Colleagues, 

Good morning! Please see the following link and news release from the California Department of Education and State Senate Pro Tem Steinberg relating to the California Career Pathways Trust. As we are working with national, state, and local partners and key stakeholders on the design, development, and implementation of seamless "vertical track" career pathways in the areas of emergency management, homeland security, and cybersecurity. This funding opportunity is wonderfully timed and intended to support the kinds of educational activities we have been working on for several years. 

Of course the "real trick" to career pathway development is found within making the partnerships and enhancing linkages/networks between K-12 education, Community Colleges, CSUs, additional educational institutions, and the private/industry sector.  As career technical education programs are a form of "workforce development," and rely on the integration/linking of learning through education and training-- there is a good deal of work needed in these areas within the discipline and field of emergency management and homeland security state-wide. Thus it is important, not only to have a model curriculum in place; but also a series of inter-connected programs that utilize this curriculum in a linked learning environment involving academic and professional partnerships. 

This will be one of the many subjects of our CEMHS grant teleconference scheduled for next Monday, January 27th. Campus preparedness grants are also on our meeting agenda. 

Looking forward to "seeing" many of you there--

Best Regards, Keith  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r17/ccpt14rfa.asp 
Release: #14-7
January 21, 2014 
Contact: Giorgos Kazanis
E-mail: communications@cde.ca.gov
Phone: 916-319-0818 
State Schools Chief Tom Torlakson and State Senate Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg Invite Applications for California's $250 Million Career Pathways Trust Grants 
SACRAMENTO—California is taking a major step toward helping to keep more students in school and better prepare them for careers and well-paying jobs as schools and education agencies across the state can now apply for grants from the state's new $250 million California Career Pathways Trust fund. The request for applications for programs designed to build seamless pathways between schools, higher education, and careers was announced today by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson and Senate President pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg.
"We want every student in California to graduate prepared for college and careers," Torlakson said. "We need students to be able to seamlessly transition between high school and post-secondary education, training programs, and gainful employment. Partnerships between our schools, community colleges, and businesses have the potential to make that happen."
The Career Pathways Trust provides competitive grants to create innovative programs and partnerships linking rigorous academic standards to career pathways in high-need and high-growth sectors of the economy. Through curriculum that's relevant to career interests, students will be more engaged and less likely to drop out of school while gaining better preparation for the highly complex and competitive working world of the 21st century. There will also be a significant boost to local, regional, and state economies by providing business and industry with skilled workers. California Community Colleges Chancellor Brice Harris and Workforce Investment Board Executive Director Tim Rainey joined Torlakson and Steinberg for the announcement.
"This model of learning helps bring curriculum to life, by making education more relevant to college and careers," said Steinberg. "Where this career pathways approach has been applied, we've seen reduced dropout rates and avenues to good-paying jobs. With so much attention on helping kids after they fall behind, this substantial grant reaches kids before they may fail."
Applicants for the one-time, competitive grants can include school districts, county education offices, charter schools, and community college districts. The California Career Pathways Trust, spearheaded by Steinberg and included in the state's 2013-14 budget, is administered by the California Department of Education. Grant recipients will be expected to create sustained career pathways programs that connect businesses, K–12 schools, and community colleges to better prepare students for the 21st century workplace.
"These grants will help K-12 and community college students progress through strengthened job training programs that will lead them to employment in industries that are in need of skilled workers," Harris said. "This initiative builds on the California Community Colleges strategic approach for narrowing the skills gap in our state and accelerating the economic recovery." 
The grant levels can be as high as $15 million for larger regional programs. Local educational agencies interested in applying for the CCPT should submit a Letter of Intent to Apply by February 14, 2014. Applications should be submitted by March 28, 2014, on the California Department of Education's Funding Web page. 
Throughout the month of February, the state Education Department will be hosting a series of workshops around the state to give potential applicants a thorough overview of the application process and an opportunity to have their questions answered directly.
       9-11 a.m., February 5, 2014: Fresno County Office of Education, 1111 Van Ness Avenue, Fresno, CA. 
       1-3 p.m., February 7, 2014: Health and Human Services Auditorium, 1500 Capital Avenue, Sacramento, CA. 
       9-11 a.m., February 12, 2014: Los Angeles County Office of Education, Education Center Room 100, 9300 Imperial Highway, Downey, CA. 

Internships/Scholarships:

· Mary Fran Myers Scholarship
The Mary Fran Myers Scholarship Committee is now accepting applications. Recipients will receive financial support allowing them to attend the 2014 Natural Hazards Research and Applications Workshop in Broomfield, Colorado, June 22-25. Recipients may also stay through June 26 to attend either the International Research Committee on Disasters or the Natural Hazard Mitigation Association add-on events for researchers and practitioners, respectively. Scholarships can cover part or all of transportation, meals, and registration costs.  For more information on past scholarship winners and how to apply, visit the Mary Fran Myers Scholarship page at the Natural Hazards Center Web site. 

Applications must be received by March 28.

Employment Opportunities: 

· Emergency Management Specialist, GS- 0089-12
Emergency Management Specialist, GS- 0089-12 in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Preparedness Directorate (NPD), Technological Hazards Division (THD), Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program (REPP) Branch.

Merit Promotion
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/359713000

U.S. Citizens DEU
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/359712800
	
· Executive Director, Recovery Operations
This position is responsible for providing dedicated leadership to effectively execute and deliver Recovery services, ready anytime and anywhere. Focused on large and/or complex events this position directs services both on the scene and remotely as needed depending on the magnitude, complexity and timing of disaster(s). This position executes defined Recovery Services, has fiscal oversight, facilitates grant management and identifies and develops talent to support the Recovery efforts. Serves as key representative for the organization and public spokesperson with media, high level emergency management, donors, Federal, State and local government officials as well as nongovernmental organizations. 
American Red Cross - Washington - District of Columbia - US 
http://www.linkedin.com/jobs2/view/10497341?trk=vsrp_jobs_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A2543500051390414296834%2CVSRPtargetId%3A10497341%2CVSRPcmpt%3Aprimary

· FEMA - Program Assistant (Open to United States Citizens) -
FEMA’s Office of Disability Integration and Coordination headquarters staff is expanding and has an open vacancy for the position of Program Assistant (GS-0344-06). As the national Disability Integration Advisor CADRE reservist program grows, the need for additional administrative support is necessary.  This person will help serve the nation by assisting all citizens and first responders during disasters or emergency situations by being a part of FEMA’s disaster workforce.  This position is held at FEMA Headquarters in the Washington, DC area. Please feel free to forward this notification to anyone who may be interested in applying for this exciting opportunity to join FEMA and help integrate and coordinate national disability inclusive emergency management efforts.  Please follow the link below to the vacancy announcement on USAJOBS.GOV.

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/359853700

· Pantex - Emergency Management Positions - B&W/DOE/NNSA/Pantex site, Amarillo, TX
1. Announcement for vacant positions (x2) in Drills and Exercises closed, both positions filled.  One internal and one external candidate, the external candidate comes to us from NNSA Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) with demonstrated expertise in development, coordination and delivery of drills and exercise based on the DOE orders and guidance, and scenario-based skills for beyond design bases preparedness.
 
1. Contract support for Emergency Preparedness Hazards Assessment / Hazards Survey (EPHA/EPHS) update/review, award of contract pending.  This will add contract support for assessment and survey activities being completed.
 
1. Announcement for vacant position (x1) for Hazards Analyst closed, position filled.  The external candidate comes to us with a solid EM background from local government with applicable PhD education credentials, and expertise in analysis, technical tools, information for leadership decision-making, and technology skills for tactical/operation/and/strategic coordination.
 
1. Announcement for vacant position (x1) Training Officer, position reviewed by HR and approved, announcement of position pending.  Estimate early February for posting.  The position will require expertise in emergency management, training, drills and exercise, continuity programs, and records/qualification.  In development of the position description highlighted on the range of experience/skills that combined with responsibility for training will directly support a sustained qualified response / recovery capability.

1. Announcement for vacant position (x1) Performance Assurance (Issues Management) within EMD is open.  I have attached the web link and position description information (below).  The position will work within the Security & Safeguards and Emergency Services (Fire and EMD) Division, in the Performance Assurance Department with responsibilities for Emergency Services issues management.  This involves causal analysis, factual accuracy reviews, issues closure and validation through self-assessments, drills/exercise, and other assessments.  The position requires expertise in assessment (emergency management), project management/action tracking type efforts, and collaborative skills.
 
Looking for skilled emergency management professionals, with background in DOE 151.1C, to strengthen the Division’s expertise.  Please consider applying or referring to others with skills needed.   Pantex is an interesting environment and mission, important to the country, directly involving security, safeguards and emergency management.   
 
http://ch.tbe.taleo.net/CH07/ats/careers/requisition.jsp?org=BWTECH&cws=1&rid=3178
 
Security Specialist V (14-0186)
Department:      0725 Performance Assurance
Title:      Security Specialist V (Issues Management)
Vacancies:           1             
Location: TX-Amarillo
# of openings: 1
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JOB DUTIES:
 
Leads performance-based assessment teams; conducts qualitative and quantitative analysis of Safeguards and Security activities; interprets written procedures; evaluates content and implementation of Safeguards and Security orders and procedures; plans and directs all assigned phases or portions of assessments and security exercises to meet scheduled completion dates within estimated time limits and in compliance with environmental health and safety procedures; interfaces regularly with Vulnerability Assessment Section; develops and conducts assessments and performance tests in cooperation and coordination with department managers and PXSO counterparts; duties may also include planning and executing all assigned phases of the S&S Issues Management Process to meet scheduled completion dates; evaluating content and implementation of S&S orders and procedures; facilitating causal analysis meetings for the Safeguards and Security (S&S) Division; writing causal analysis reports; interpreting written procedures; interfacing regularly with all levels of plant personnel, as well as senior plant and DOE management; and observing and evaluating outcomes of a solution to identify lessons learned or redirect efforts.

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS & ABILITIES:
 
Position requires demonstrated skill planning and executing assessments and performance tests; demonstrated skill compiling and analyzing data; demonstrated skill facilitating meetings involving complex issues requiring ability to direct other professional staff members; demonstrated skill analyzing a given situation, identifying causes, and proposing a course of action for correction; demonstrated ability to effectively evaluate Safeguards & Security systems, processes and practices to determine related non-compliances, strengths, weaknesses and make determinations as to the overall performance or status of the subject tested or assessed; demonstrated skill presenting information clearly and effectively through the oral and written word; demonstrated skill to exercising initiative, independent judgment, and discretion under limited supervision; demonstrated interpersonal skills with the ability to relate to others, build rapport, and establish positive working relationships; and demonstrated proficiency with word processing, spreadsheet, database and graphics software applications.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE:
 
Bachelors' degree in business, security management, criminal justice or other related discipline, combined with at least five years related experience, or an equivalent combination of related education and experience.

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management/Homeland Security News:

· 2nd Annual Best Practices in Higher Education Emergency Management Conference – March 11-13, 2014
Schedule
The conference is a two and a half day event that takes begins at 8:30am Tuesday, March 11, and ends at 12:30pm on Thursday, March 13. Here is a draft schedule to help you with your travel plans. Speakers and topics will be updated on the schedule very soon. Lunch will be available on campus or within walking distance. You may also take the city bus for lunch.
We are pleased to offer a free full day of training the day before the conference. On the day before the conference, March 10, the National Domestic Preparedness Training Center will host the Social Media for Natural Disaster Response and Recovery course. Seating is limited to 30 people. Please email shelbey-thompson@utc.edu to reserve your seat today!
- See more at: http://www.govevents.com/blog/2013/12/06/2nd-annual-best-practices-in-higher-education-emergency-management-conference/#sthash.b06VCGme.dpuf 

· 2nd Annual Disaster Ministry Workshop - June 10 - 12, 2014
The Humanitarian Disaster Institute at Wheaton College is the country’s first faith-based academic disaster research center. HDI is dedicated to helping congregations and faith-based organizations to better prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters. HDI carries out this mission through applied research, training, and technical support. 

Aim: The primary goal for this workshop is to equip pastors and church leaders who will be able to lead their congregations in developing effective disaster ministries.

General Information - http://wheaton.edu/HDI/Training-and-Education/Offerings 

*Dates: June 10-12, 2014
*Location: Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL.
*Certificate of Completion in Disaster Ministry: Will be given to all participants who complete all 3
 days of the workshop. (Note: This certificate is not an academic award or credential from Wheaton College.)
*Early registration fee: $199 (by April 15th); after April 15th: $225; or $75 per day. A limited number 
	of scholarships are available and the fee may be adjusted based on need. Contact Linda Bretz
 for more information (HDI.Registration@wheaton.edu). 
*Meals and Housing: Buffet meals are available for purchase in the campus dining hall ranging from
 $6 to $11. On-campus housing is available at a rate of $37/night (single) and $27/night (double).
Learning Objectives
At this workshop you will learn:
1. The various opportunities for churches to engage in
making their members and communities more disaster
resilient;
2. The theology behind church engagement in
disasters;
3. What leaders can do to develop a disaster resilience
program;
4. Specific plans for making your church disaster ready;
5. The larger programs and resources available to help
you become disaster ready; and
6. How to provide disaster spiritual and emotional care.
Keynote Speaker
Stephan Bauman (CEO, World Relief)

· 28th Annual Governor’s Hurricane Conference®, May 11 – 16, 2014

Student Scholarship Program Applications Now Open! http://ghc.cdrp.net

The Governor's Hurricane Conference® (GHC) is pleased to announce its fifth year of the Student Scholarship Program. The 28th Annual GHC will be held at the Rosen Centre Hotel and Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, May 11 - 16, 2014. For more information regarding the GHC, visit the GHC Website at www.flghc.org. 

Degree or certificate seeking students currently enrolled in a public or private institution of higher education, at the graduate or undergraduate level, who have taken or are taking emergency management related courses as part of their academic program, are eligible to apply for a scholarship to attend the 2014 GHC. While a student's major or minor concentration of study need not be "emergency management" specifically, they should demonstrate that their field of study has a direct impact to overall emergency preparedness, response, recovery and/or mitigation. 
Due to many factors, the GHC is no longer in a financial position to fund the student scholarship program to the same level as in some previous years. In order to continue to finance student participation, the scholarship program will fund attendance at the "Conference Only" (May 14 - 16). Students wishing to attend the training sessions (May 11 - 14) may do so at their own expense. The Student Scholarship Program does not cover all expenses related to conference attendance. A student's educational institution may have funds to support extraneous expenses such as meals not included in the conference registration fee, parking, gas, and others. Each applicant is strongly encouraged to contact their institution and student organizations on campus, or seek other resources to determine if supporting funds may be available to augment conference travel expenses. We suggest you begin that process now.

The GHC Student Scholarship Program does not fund the attendance of employed professionals in emergency management or related fields. Students who are Florida "residents for tuition purposes" (as defined per sec. 1009.21, F.S.) will be given priority, although out-of-state or online students may be considered, based upon review committee recommendation. The total number of students from any single institution will be limited based upon total funding availability. 

Elements of the application include: listing of emergency management related academic course taken or currently taking, including credit hours for each course; listing of emergency management training sessions completed or currently taking, including CEUs or contact hours for each; current resume' which will be graded on community service/extracurricular activities, related professional background, and academic achievement; and a 700 word essay about your professional plans in relation to emergency management, commitment to Florida.

The deadline for application submission is February 21. Notifications of scholarship recipients will be made in late March. Please give this notice wide distribution within your institution.

Click here: http://ghc.cdrp.net to start your application.

· Disaster Information Management Research Center, U.S. National Library of Medicine
*Selections from over 100 e-sources*
*Follow NLM_DIMRC on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/NLM_DIMRC * 
 
*** Institute for Research Design in Librarianship***
June 16-26, 2014
Loyola Maymount University, Los Angeles, CA
Are you interested in doing research in the disaster health information arena, but aren’t sure where to begin? This Institute is designed to bring together a diverse group of academic and research librarians who are motivated and enthusiastic about conducting research but need additional training and/or other support to perform the steps successfully. During the nine-day institute, participants receive expert instruction on research design and small-group and one-on-one assistance in writing and/or revising their own draft research proposal. After attending the institute, participants receive ongoing moral support in conducting their research and preparing the results for dissemination.
Call for Proposals (Due Feb 1) http://irdlonline.org/call/prepare/ 
 
***WebWISER 4.5 Released***
WebWISER 4.5 is now available. This new release integrates Chemical Hazards Emergency Medical Management (CHEMM) content and updates the Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG) content to 2012.  CHEMM integration brings the following new features to WISER:
•New hospital provider and preparedness planner profiles, along with a customized home screen for all WISER profiles
•Acute care guidelines for six known mass casualty agents/agent classes
•The addition of a wealth of CHEMM reference material
•CHEMM Intelligent Syndrome Tool (CHEMM-IST), a new help identify tool designed to diagnose the type of chemical exposure after a mass casualty incident
ERG content is now updated to the 2012 release.
http://webwiser.nlm.nih.gov/  
 
***The Perfect Storm of Information***
The Perfect Storm of Information 
PLOS Currents: Disasters
December 16, 2013
By Sara Smith and Kelly Bennett
In the article, “The Perfect Storm of Information: Combining Traditional and Non-Traditional Data Sources for Public Health Situational Awareness during Hurricane Response”, researchers from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response reviewed tweets, news reports, press releases, and federal situation reports sent during Hurricane Isaac and analyzed them for relevancy and timeliness. This study indicates that non-traditional data sources should supplement traditional data sources and can fill some of the gaps in traditional reporting.
Blog Post: http://www.phe.gov/ASPRBlog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=77
The Perfect Storm of Information: Combining Traditional and Non-Traditional Data Sources for Public Health Situational Awareness during Hurricane Response http://currents.plos.org/disasters/article/the-perfect-storm-of-information-combining-traditional-and-non-traditional-data-sources-for-public-health-situational-awareness-during-hurricane-response/ 

*** Save the Date: Science Boot Camp for Librarians: The Science of Disasters!***
University of Washington, Seattle Washington
July 9-11, 2014
Please save the date for the second annual Western Science Boot Camp for Librarians! Science Boot Camps for Librarians are immersive 2 ½ day events featuring educational presentations about science. This Science Boot Camp will explore key concepts and research in engineering, environmental sciences and health sciences, all focused on the science of disaster. 
http://guides.lib.washington.edu/ScienceBootCampWest2014 
 
***Quick Guide to Newly Designed Lessons Learned Information Sharing Website***
Lessons Learned Information Sharing (LLIS.gov) is the Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency's national online network of lessons learned, best practices, and innovative ideas for the emergency management and homeland security communities. The website was recently redesigned. Take a few minutes to review the overview to the updates, and take a look at the website. 
Quick Guide: https://www.llis.dhs.gov/content/llisgov-quick-guide
LLIS Website: https://www.llis.dhs.gov/ 
 
***Treasury Ensures Fair Treatment for Volunteer Firefighters and Emergency Responders under the Affordable Care Act***
The US Department of Treasury announced regulations that will exempt the hours of volunteer firefighters and other volunteer emergency responders from being counted toward requirements mandated by the Affordable Care Act. 
http://www.treasury.gov/connect/blog/Pages/Treasury-Ensures-Fair-Treatment-for-Volunteer-Firefighters-and-Emergency-Responders-under-the-Affordable-Care-Act-Under-ACA.aspx 
 
***Respirator Trusted-Source Mobile App Challenge Winners***
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) challenged teams to design a mobile app that could be used to search the NIOSH trusted source site http://knowits.niosh.gov for specific respirator criteria, and to display all relevant information in an easy to view format on a mobile device. View the winners of the challenge, along with demos about the apps that include how they were developed, and how to use them. 
http://www.resp-mobile-app.challengepost.com/ 

***Webinar: The Infrastructure Security Partnership: Improving Resilience of the Nation’s Infrastructure***
EMForum.org
January 22 at 12:00 Noon ET
William B. Anderson, The Infrastructure Security Partnership (TISP) Director and Chief Operating Officer, will discuss TISP and its ongoing efforts to improve the resilience of our nation's built environment. TISP has published the widely used Regional Disaster Resilience Guide and was also actively engaged in the recent update of the National Infrastructure Protection Plan.
http://www.emforum.org/140122announce.htm 
 
***Webinar Series: Chemical Casualty Care ***
United States Army Medical Research Institute of Chemical Defense
February 19: Latest research in nerve agents Rx: Atropine, Scopalamine and Benzodiazepines. 
April 23: Medical Management of Pediatric Patients in a Chemical Environment.
The Chemical Casualty Care Division of the US Army Medical Research Institute of Chemical Defense (USAMRICD) is providing online training via distance learning webinar.
https://ccc.apgea.army.mil/webinar.htm 

***Virtual Tabletop Exercise Series (VTTX) – Public Health/Chemical Incident Focus***
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Emergency Management Institute
Wednesday, February 26, 12:00 noon to 4:00pm ET
Exercise Description: in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), this exercise is one of four specially designed Virtual Table-Top Exercises (VTTX), which will specifically focus on the impacts of natural and man-made disasters on the public health community during the fiscal year (FY14) series of VTTX’s offered monthly by the Emergency Management Institute (EMI).  The VTTX involves key personnel discussing simulated scenarios in an informal setting, and can be used to assess plans, policies, training, and procedures.  This VTTX differs from other Tabletop exercises in that it will be conducted using Video-Teleconference (VTC) technology (not web based), and is intended to provide an opportunity for responders across the Nation to simultaneously participate in a hazard-specific facilitated discussion.  Locations interested in participating in the VTTX series should submit an email request to participate in the exercise to Todd Wheeler at Todd.Wheeler@fema.dhs.gov, phone (301) 447-1101. http://training.fema.gov/EMIGrams/2014/1039%20-%20Training%20Opportunity%20-%20V-0022%20-%20VTTX%20-%20PH%20Chemical%20Feb%2026%202014.pdf 
 
*** On the Lighter Side***
College Football Championship Teams Compete In Safety
BCS Social Media in Emergency Management (#SMEM) Challenge
On January 6, 2014, Florida State University and Auburn University competed in the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) National Championship Game; off the field they held a social media in emergency management challenge. For three weeks, beginning December 16, 2013 each university reached out to their campus through their social media accounts to promote preparedness. They competed in 11 different categories based on factors such as the overall increase in Twitter followers and Facebook likes, number of engagements on Twitter and Facebook, and submissions and votes in a photo contest, all tracked on a daily leader board. Florida State emerged as the champion, but both schools won with increased exposure to faculty, staff and students on the importance of preparedness. 
https://www.fema.gov/blog/2014-01-13/college-football-championship-campus-safety-social-media-success 
 
***New in the Resource Guide***
http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/latest/?pg=&pgSize=&period=14
 
Building Capacity from Within: Demonstrating the Value of the Medical Reserve Corps to Local Health Departments
National Association of County and City Health Officials, January 2014
This 14 1/2-minute presentation illustrates the value and role of Medical Reserve Corps volunteers within local health departments. It describes the organizational structure of the Medical Reserve Corps and how Medical Reserve Corps volunteers fill gaps in local health department internal capacity, and summarizes the guidelines for consideration for starting and maintaining a Medical Reserve Corps unit.
http://go.usa.gov/ZevJ

Curriculum Recommendations for Disaster Health Professionals: Disaster Behavioral Health

Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, National Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health, January 2014

This 40-page document provides resources on planning education and training activities on behavioral health factors in disasters to those working with health professionals. 
http://go.usa.gov/Zewe 

To subscribe, sign up at http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/dimrclistserv.html

· IAEM Dispatch, January 23, 2014

IAEM-USA NEWS

IAEM seeks your assistance with the SBRP pilot study — please respond by Jan. 31 IAEM 
The Small Business Recognition Program (SBRP) is a new component of the voluntary Private Sector Preparedness Accreditation and Certification Program (PS-PrepTM) developed by FEMA, which is intended to assist the U.S. business community to better prepare for disasters. IAEM is reaching out to emergency managers to seek help with the pilot phase of the program. There are two critical ways you can help. Most importantly, identify and encourage small businesses in your community to participate. Participating small businesses will receive expert advice and recognition on their business continuity management program. Direct the small business to the invitation to participate and the pilot study details. IAEM also is seeking volunteer SBRP assessors for the pilot test. Interested individuals can learn more in the assessor invitation. Questions should be directed to Julie Husk.

National Advisory Committee on Children and Disasters established — seeking nominations for qualified individuals IAEM 
The National Advisory Committee on Children and Disasters (NACCD) was established to provide expert advice and consultation to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services regarding the medical and public health needs of children in disasters. Applications are currently being accepted from individuals who wish to be considered for membership. Nominees are being accepted in the following categories: non-federal healthcare professionals and representatives from State, local, territorial or tribal agencies. All applicants should have expertise in pediatric medical disaster planning, preparedness, response and recovery. The deadline for application is Feb. 14, 2014. Learn more.

Fire companies to be exempt from Affordable Healthcare Act employer shared responsibility 
Montgomery News 
Volunteer firefighters and other first responders will not be defined as full-time personnel under the Affordable Care Act, according to a statement issued by Mark J. Mazur, the assistant secretary for tax policy at the United States Department of the Treasury, on behalf of the Treasury and the IRS. 

FEMA seeks applicants for Youth Preparedness Council IAEM 
The Youth Preparedness Council is a unique opportunity for youth leaders to serve on a highly distinguished national council and participate in the Youth Preparedness Council Summit. Additionally, the youth leaders have the opportunity to complete a youth preparedness project and share their opinions, experiences, ideas, solutions and questions regarding youth disaster preparedness with the leadership of FEMA and national youth preparedness organizations. Candidates must be between the ages of 12 and 17 and engaged in individual and community preparedness or who have experienced a disaster that has motivated him or her to make a positive difference in his or her community. The application deadline is Feb. 24, 2014. Learn more. 

EM NEWS

Training for ASEAN disaster management future leaders begins Philippine Information Agency 
The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management commences an executive training program for selected disaster management officers from ASEAN countries. Under AHA Centre Executive Programme, the officers will be involved in an intensive six-month training program that covers wide aspects of disaster management, including emergency management, incident command system, emergency logistics system, international humanitarian system, and emergency communications. 

Disaster psychiatry emerges as DOD field of study U.S. Department of Defense 
At the Center for the Study of Traumatic Stress, experts in the emotional toll of disasters help the Defense Department, government agencies and first responders worldwide understand how best to help communities struck by terrorist attacks, mass casualties and natural disasters. 

House HS Subcommittee passes legislation to protect critical infrastructure from cyber attack 
Homeland Security Today 
Following markup Wednesday by the House Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and Security Technologies, subcommittee members passed a bipartisan bill on voice vote to strengthen the nation's efforts to protect the homeland from a cyber attack on critical infrastructure. 

Philippines mulls disaster risk insurance for local governments Thomson Reuters Foundation 
In response to the destruction caused by Super Typhoon Haiyan in November and many other natural hazards in the past few years, Philippine government officials and the U.N. Office for Disaster Risk Reduction are looking into an insurance scheme targeted at local governments as a way to improve the Asian nation’s resilience to disasters.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE

Documentary filmmaker Ben Kalina to speak at IAEM 62nd Annual Conference & EMEX 
IAEM 
Plan now to be in San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 14-19, 2014, for the IAEM 62nd Annual Conference & EMEX. Ben Kalina is the fourth of several general plenary speakers that will be announced. He is a documentary filmmaker whose interests are situated at the juncture of science, the environment and the human experience on the front lines of climate change. In his feature directing debut, Shored Up, nationally broadcast on DirecTV in the fall of 2013, Kalina explored coastal development and rising sea levels in the United States in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. He was the associate producer of A Sea Change, a documentary about ocean acidification, broadcast on Discovery's Planet Green in 2009, and Two Square Miles, about a small town's fight to prevent a coal-fired cement plant from building in their midst, broadcast on PBS' Independent Lens in 2006. Kalina and his company, Mangrove Media, are located in Philadelphia.

	CEM® UPDATE

Register deadline approaching for course in Washington, D.C. IAEM 
Don't forget to register for the CEM®/AEM℠ Prep Course and exam offering in Washington, D.C., on Feb. 5. The deadline to register is Jan. 24, 2014. A minimum of 10 registrants is required for this course to proceed. Interested candidates should register through the IAEM website. A CEM Commissioner will be available to answer questions about the application and process. If you have any questions about the registration process or would like to confirm your registration, contact Kate McClimans.

NEW INSIGHTS

Improving disaster response outcomes Via Satellite 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines is only the most recent event highlighting the satellite community’s vital contribution to mitigating the effects of natural disasters. Experience has shown satellite services to be irreplaceable for early warning and alerting, and for facilitating response efforts following an event. 

Why we should turn to technology when disaster strikes The Huffington Post 
It's no secret that technology is constantly changing how we live our everyday lives. From how we shop, manage our finances and stay connected to friends and family, it plays a vital role. So it's no surprise that technology is also changing the way we respond when disaster strikes. 

AROUND THE WORLD

New Zealand earthquake shakes North Island BBC News 
An earthquake with a magnitude of 6.3 has rattled New Zealand's North Island, but there are no reports so far of major damage or serious injury. The quake struck 38km (24 miles) northeast of Masterton, U.S. Geological Survey said. Residents described major shaking, goods tumbling off shelves and pictures knocked askew.

Flu season child death toll doubles in CDC's latest flu report CBS News 
Flu activity continues to climb in the U.S., with 40 states now reporting widespread disease activity during the week of January 5 through 11 — up from 35 states from a recent report. Each Friday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention releases new data on U.S. flu activity that the agency culls from state health departments on disease cases that occurred one week prior. 

10 workers hurt, some killed in Omaha plant disaster Los Angeles Times 
An industrial accident in Omaha sent at least 10 workers to the hospital and killed some when an animal feed plant collapsed after an apparent explosion, officials said. Interim Omaha Fire Chief Bernie Kanger said at an afternoon news conference: "There are fatalities ... we have moved to recovery mode." 

Drought prompts disaster declarations in 11 states The Associated Press via ABC News 
Federal officials have designated portions of 11 drought-ridden western and central states as primary natural disaster areas, highlighting the financial strain the lack of rain is likely to bring to farmers in those regions. The announcement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture on Wednesday included counties in Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, Kansas, Texas, Utah, Arkansas, Hawaii, Idaho, Oklahoma and California.

For more information contact: Kate Walker McClimans, CEM Administrator, kwalker@iaem.com
  International Association of Emergency Managers
  201 Park Washington Court | Falls Church, VA  22046 | (703) 538-3549

· Lucien Canton, LLC – Emergency Management Solutions, January 2014
· Monthly Video – Episode 1, Meet “Disaster” and “Preparedness” - Here's the first in a series of six preparedness videos developed by the Metropolitan Emergency Managers Committee of Greater Kansas City. The message is simple and the video is done in a way that makes it both enjoyable and memorable for the public. Funding was provided by a Homeland Security grant. Videos of this type are relatively inexpensive to produce and can have great impact. Since it's release March 2012, this video has had almost 26,000 unique views on YouTube.
· Blog Highlights – 
01-13-2014 - Asiana crash footage raises questions - Newly released footage from a dash-mounted camera shows that firefighters at the scene of last year's Asiana airlines crash at San Francisco International Airport were aware of the position of the victim who was later killed by being run over by two fire trucks. The film and the attendant media coverage offer some interesting lessons in crisis management...»

12-24-2013 - A Christmas Story - Of the many stories told about Christmas, one that has always had a special meaning for me is the unofficial truce of 1914 during World War I. 
 
December 1914 was just a few short months after the start of the war and the Germans and the Allies had fought themselves to a stalemate. This was the beginning of the long period of trench warfare that would come to characterize World War I...»
 
Remember that you can also follow my new Emergency Management Magazine blog Managing Crisis. 

· Featured Article - Recovery is Complex: A Case Study From the Rim Fire - One of the mistaken assumptions we sometimes make is that all phases of the comprehensive emergency management model (preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation) are equally weighted when it comes to planning. The reality is that we place considerably more emphasis on preparedness and response than we do on mitigation and recovery. Yet surviving a disaster is a Pyrrhic victory unless we can restore the community that was affected.
Recovery planning is not heavily addressed for a variety of reasons. It lacks the immediacy of response planning and involves a much broader range of stakeholders. It is closely associated with politics and community planning. Most importantly, however, is that, unlike response planning, the issues and measures of success are not always clear cut or easy to address.
Last year's Rim Fire near Yosemite Valley in California provides an example of these complex issues.
CLICK HERE TO READ THE REST OF THIS ARTICLE 

· Professional Development - ASIS International is an association dedicated, among other things, to developing educational programs and materials for the security industry. As part of this mission, ASIS offers one to three webinars a month at a cost of $49 - $100 per webinar. The webinars are good for CPE credits and many of the subjects pertain to emergency management.
 
If you're a member of the association, there's a $99 subscription fee that gets you access to all the webinars.
 
Here are the topics scheduled for this year:
· February 25: Communicating in a Crisis
· February 26: Organizational Resilience - An International Perspective
· March 19: 26 Safe School Standards
· April 16: Managing Contractors Onsite
· May 21: Case Study of a Transnational Threat: Lashkar-e-Taiba
· June 11: How to Protect a Company's Perimeter
· August 20: Critical Infrastructure Protection from a Private Security Perspective
· December 10: Use of Social Media for Screening Employee Candidates & Mentoring Current Employees
For more information, check out the ASIS website

· Life Balance – In my first job following a stint in the army and graduate school, I found myself working in an office where it wasn't practical to go out for lunch. Unlike my coworkers, who wolfed down their lunch while continuing to work and take calls, I formed the habit of clearing my desk and spending my allotted half hour reading and eating the lunch my new bride had prepared for me.
I took a lot of flak from my coworkers about this, both for taking the time out from work and for my choice of reading material (usually the Wall Street Journal). I just didn't fit in with the corporate culture. But after those lunch breaks, I was refreshed and more efficient and I didn't develop the harried look that my coworkers had.
Later in my career there were many times when I had to grab lunch on the fly or even miss it all together. But these were exceptions and not the norm. Whenever possible, I would take my lunch period to recharge my batteries. This was particularly effective when I could share my lunch period chatting with a colleague or friend or taking a brief walk.
So make sure you carve a little private time out of each day to rest and recharge. It really does allow you to deal with work in a more relaxed and efficient way.

· From the bookshelf - Measuring Vulnerability to Natural Hazards: Towards Disaster Resilient Societies by United Nations University Press

The crucial element in understanding the risks facing a community is identifying the vulnerability of the community to hazards. It is something of a shock, then, to realize that not only is there no single method for assessing vulnerability, there is not even agreement on basic terms such as risk and vulnerability. This problem is just one of the many issues that Measuring Vulnerability to Natural Hazards: Towards Disaster Resilient Societies brings into sharp focus as it considers the current state of vulnerability assessment.

Edited by Jörn Birkmann, the book uses the work of experts from across the globe to discuss the issues surrounding the measurement of vulnerability at both the micro and macro levels. The authors consider problems in defining vulnerability, the use of indicators, existing methodologies and their shortcomings and directions for future research. International in scope and academic in tone, Measuring Vulnerability to Natural Hazards: Towards Disaster Resilient Societies is a welcome addition to any professional library.

An Emergency Manager's Reading List

To join the mailing list for Emergency Management Solutions: http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001RgvbKVLa7a4LUlprovKoKQ%3D%3D 






· Natural Hazards Observer - Number 621 • January 23, 2013
· Hobroken: New Jersey City Highlights Yet Another Fracture in Disaster Relief Disbursement
· Businesses Behaving Badly: The Latest on West Virginia's Freedom (from Responsibility) Spill
· Apply Now for the Mary Fran Myers Scholarship - The Mary Fran Myers Scholarship Committee is now accepting applications. Applications must be received by March 28.
· Call Outs: Calls for Papers, Abstracts, Proposals, and More 
· Call for Participation
Fuel Treatment Science Plan Survey
Joint Fire Science Program
Deadline: January 31, 2014

· Call for Submissions
Student Paper and Poster Competition
Association of State Dam Safety Officials
Deadline: February 17, 2014

· Call for Applications
Youth Preparedness Council
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Deadline: February 24, 2014

· Some New Web Resources
· USGS Science Pop Quiz: Natural Hazards Edition
· Influenza Forecasts
· Risk Barometer
· Annual Global Climate and Catastrophe Report
· Responder Self-Care App

· Conferences, Training, and Events
· March 13-14, 2014
International Conference on Disaster Management 
Yeshwantrao Chavan College of Engineering
Maharashtra, India

· March 24-25, 2014
International Conference on Information and Communication Technologies for Disaster Management
CERIST
Algiers, Algeria

· March 24-28, 2014
International Conference on High Impact Natural Hazards related to the Euro-Mediterranean Region
European Geosciences Union
Istanbul, Turkey

· April 14-16, 2014
2014 Southeast Regional Conference 
Association of State Dam Safety Officials
Montgomery, Alabama

· May 8-9, 2014
Conference on Disaster Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Sustainable Education
Center for Rebuilding Sustainable Communities 
Boston, Massachusetts
· Jobs, Jobs, Jobs 
· Emergency Manager
Montrose County
Montrose, Colorado
Deadline: January 31, 2014

· Program Manager
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute
Oakland, California
Deadline: February 5, 2014

· Humanitarian Affairs Officer
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
New York, New York
Deadline: March 14, 2014

· Postdoctoral Research Associate
Texas A&M University
College Station, Texas
Deadline: Open until filled

· Emergency Management Project Tracking Specialist 
Arc Aspicio
Winchester, Virginia
Deadline: Open until filled

Contributions of jobs, conferences, and other content to this newsletter can be sent to jolie.breeden@colorado.edu. Please include “for Disaster Research” in the subject line.

To subscribe, visit http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/dr/ or e-mail jolie.breeden@colorado.edu.

· Naval Postgraduate School - Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK16]New or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Federal Research and Development Funding: FY2013.  R42410
· Cybersecurity: Authoritative Reports and Resources. by Topic . R42507
· Oil and Chemical Spills: Federal Emergency Response Framework. R43251
· Upcoming Rules Pursuant to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: Spring 2013 Unified Agenda. R43348
· Border Security: Immigration Inspections at Port of Entry. R43556
· Congressional Salaries and Allowances. RL30064


Center for American Progress (CAP)
· It’s Time to Get the Government Out of the Mass Collection Business http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/news/2014/01/16/82450/its-time-to-get-the-government-out-of-the-mass-collection-business/
Center for Infrastructure Protection and Homeland Security (CIP/HS)
· The CIP Report, January 2014, v. 12, no. 7  http://cip.gmu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/January-2014_Resilience.pdf 
· Resilience Part 2
Center for Security Policy (CSP)
· A Critique of the Recommendations by the President’s Review Group on Intelligence and Communication Technologies http://www.centerforsecuritypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/NSA_report.pdf 
Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee
· A False Narrative Endangers the Homeland http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/hearing-false-narrative-endangers-homeland 
· Hurricane Sandy: Lessons Learned and the Path Forward http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-hurricane-sandy-lessons-learned-and-path-forward 
Congress. House. Judiciary Committee
· The Scope of Copyright Protection http://judiciary.house.gov/index.cfm/2014/1/the-scope-of-copyright-protection 
Congress. House. Oversight & Government Reform Committee
· HHS’ Own Security Concerns about HealthCare.gov http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/hhs-security-concerns-healthcare-gov/ 
· TSA Oversight: Examining the Screening Partnership Program http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/tsa-oversight-examining-screening-partnership-program/ 
Congress. House. Science, Space and Technology Committee
· Healthcare.gov: Consequences of Stolen Identity http://science.house.gov/hearing/full-committee-hearing-healthcaregov-consequences-stolen-identity 
Congress. Senate. Commerce, Science & Transportation Committee
· The Future of Unmanned Aviation in the U.S. Economy: Safety and Privacy Considerations http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Hearings&ContentRecord_id=a4f35af1-be81-454f-9fa5-5bae600dd474&ContentType_id=14f995b9-dfa5-407a-9d35-56cc7152a7ed&Group_id=b06c39af-e033-4cba-9221-de668ca1978a 
· Locating 911 Callers in a Wireless World http://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=Hearings&ContentRecord_id=c8765be1-6155-459f-8ca7-7e9e557e84b5&ContentType_id=14f995b9-dfa5-407a-9d35-56cc7152a7ed&Group_id=b06c39af-e033-4cba-9221-de668ca1978a 
Congress. Senate. Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee
· Examining Conference and Travel Spending Across the Federal Government http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/examining-conference-and-travel-spending-across-the-federal-government 
· Management of Air Traffic Controller Training Contracts http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/fco/hearings/management-of-air-traffic-controller-training-contracts 
Congress. Senate. Judiciary Committee
· Hearing on the Report of the President's Review Group on Intelligence and Communications Technologies http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=32caee8082f9297f0e7df6280b369172 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
· Executive 13636: Improving Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity; Incentives Study Analytic Report - Incentives Study Analytic Report http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/dhs-eo13636-analytic-report-cybersecurity-incentives-study.pdf 
Government Accountability Office (GAO)
· Screening Partnership Program: TSA Issued Application Guidance and Developed a Mechanism to Monitor Private versus Federal Screener Performance. GAO-14-269T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-269T 
· National Flood Insurance Program: Progress Made on Contract Management but Monitoring and Reporting Could Be Improved. GAO-14-160 http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-160 
Households in Conflict Network
· The Intergenerational Impact of Terror: Does the 9/11 Tragedy Reverberate into the Outcomes of the Next Generation? http://www.hicn.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/HiCN-WP-165.pdf 
Pew Internet & American Life Project
· E-Reading Rises as Device Ownership Jumps http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2014/E-Reading-Update.aspx 

· New York Citizen Corps Weekly News 
We are happy to announce that NYC Office of Emergency Management is now accepting applications for our upcoming CERT training cycle that begins in February.  

OEM's Community Emergency Response Teams (CERTs) are groups of local volunteers who have undergone a 10-week training program that focuses on emergency preparedness, fire safety, traffic control, disaster medical operations, and more. CERT members serve their community by assisting first responders, helping at citywide planned events, and educating the public about emergency preparedness. They also help their neighbors recover from disasters by serving in assistance centers and by providing accurate, up-to-date information. 
 
Training:
·         The class is free!
·         10 weeks, one night a week, 6:30 - 9:30 PM
·         A mix of classroom instruction and hands-on practice
 
Requirements:
·         CERT members must be at least 18 years old
·         Must reside or work in New York City
·         There will be a pre-training interview conducted by the team you are set to join
 
To learn more, please visit nyc.gov/cert or email cert@oem.nyc.gov.

NYC CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL INITIATIVES:

NY Cares Accepting Donations for Warm Coats  
Imagine facing this winter season without a coat. Requests for warm winter coats have surpassed 104,000 this year. Please consider donating warm coats to New York Cares. To find a donation location near you, click here. To start your own coat drive, click here. You can also purchase a coat and send it directly to New York Cares here. Thank you for your generosity this winter season! 

NYC OEM's 2013 Biennial Report
On behalf of Commissioner Bruno we are happy to share NYC OEM's 2013 Biennial Report with you. It highlights some of the great work we've accomplished in the past two years, as well as some of the more memorable events, including one of OEM's longest activations ever during our response to Hurricane Sandy. 
 
We Are New York: "The Storm" Episode 
Check out "The Storm"! A 25 minute episode of the We Are New York series geared towards English-language learners (ELL). The episode focuses on emergency preparedness and access to city resources during emergencies and will be accompanied by various learning materials for beginner and intermediate English language learners. "The Storm" and study guide are available to view or download at anytime here. If you are interested in learning more about this project or ordering a toolkit to use these materials in your outreach, please contact Emily Accamando at  eaccamando@oem.nyc.gov 
  
Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities  
Check out this unique instructional video produced by FEMA containing information specific to Americans with disabilities or other access and functional needs regarding emergency preparedness.
 
EmergeNYC
During Hurricane Irene and Sandy, thousands of volunteers spent time in one of the City's Evacuation or Distribution Centers. NYC Service is working with NYC OEM to recruit New Yorkers who can be called upon in case of an emergency to help staff Evacuation Shelters and Commodity Distribution Points. To find out how you can use your skills for good, visit EmergeNYC.
  
Spread the Word - NYC Citizen Corps Council News 
If you would like to include information in the NYC Citizen Corps Council News, or if there is anyone in your organization or another organization that would benefit from this weekly communication, please email citizencorps@oem.nyc.gov with the relevant information.
 
Visit our website for more resources at www.NYC.gov/citizencorps

WEBINARS/EVENTS And RESOURCES:

January 23rd - Natural Disaster Awareness for Caregivers of Senior Citizens Training
Offered by National Disaster Preparedness Training Center (NDPTC), this training from 9:00 am - 1:00 PM at NYC OEM is designed to enhance the caregiver's awareness of vulnerability factors associated with senior citizens. Participants will learn how to identify, prepare, and perform a number of support activities that will ensure the safety and security of senior citizens when a natural hazard event occurs. This course is intended for senior care providers (including family members, friends, personal attendants, home health agencies, in-house services, roommates, and medical personnel), care providers, emergency managers, and first responders. For registration, click here and enter this registration code: 85619.

January 25th - First Aid, Adult CPR/AED Training 
Presented by Lower East Side Power Partnership and American Red Cross, this CPR/AED training, which costs $35, is being held from 10 am - 5 pm at the DeWitt Reform Chuch on 280 Rivington St. This training will also include topics on emergency preparedness and health emergencies with special emphasis on older adults and people with disabilties. For more information and registration, please contact Vaylateena Jones at 212-204-0668 or email Nancy Avilies Jones.  
 
January 27th - Volunteer for HOPE (Homeless Outreach Population Estimate) 
On January 27, 2014, the Department of Homeless Services will conduct its annual Homeless Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE). It is a unique opportunity to volunteer and participate in an extraordinary citywide effort to help survey the number of homeless individuals living on city streets, parks, and in other public spaces. Volunteers assist from approximately 10:30 pm to 4:00 am performing HOPE to help the City best project service needs and allocate resources for the street homeless population. Those interested in volunteering should register here and mention they heard about this opportunity through Citizen Corps Council.

January 27th - Emergency Preparedness & Building Resilient Communities: A Four Part-Series (For Queens Service Providers Only)
NYC Department Of Health & Mental Hygiene, NYC OEM & The Jewish Community Relations Council of NY, in conjunction with The Queens Forum Present this four part series. The series will take place on January 27, February 24, March 31, and April 28 at LaGuardia Community College. Participants are strongly encouraged to attend all four sessions. Sessions are free of charge to the Queens community. Registration is required - click here for registration. For more info, email Hannah Weinerman or call 212.983.4800 X144.  
 
February 15th - Preparing for an Emergency Workshop
Sponsored by The St. Anne's Guild and Episcopal Church Women, this emergency preparedness workshop will be held at 116-42 Farmers Blvd, St. Albans, NY 11412 at The Episcopal Parish Church of Saint Alban the Martyr. Presentations on preparedness, fire safety, and disaster safety by NYC OEM and FDNY will be held at 10 am and 11:30 am. For more info, click here or send an email. 

February 18th - Emergency Preparedness & Building Resilient Communities: A Four Part Series (For Bronx Service Providers Only)
DOHMH, OEM and CAUSE-NY in conjunction with The Bronx Long-Term Recovery Group present a four-part series on emergency preparedness. Participants can attend individual sessions but are encouraged to participate in all four parts of the series. For more info and registration, click here. 

May 15th - Core Principles of Trauma-Informed Care: The Essentials 
This full-day conference held at NYU Kimmel Center is the first in an ongoing workshop series about evidence-based trauma treatments. The program will expose participants to the essentials of trauma, including: defining trauma and trauma in the recovery process; examining the neurobiological implications of trauma; exploring EBP and emerging interventions; and looking at aspects of evidence-informed care in different populations. For more info and registration, click here. 

FEMA Seeks Applicants for Youth Preparedness Council
The Youth Preparedness Council is a unique opportunity for youth leaders to serve on a highly distinguished national council and participate in the Youth Preparedness Council Summit. Additionally, the youth leaders have the opportunity to complete a self-selected youth preparedness project and to share their opinions, experiences, ideas, solutions and questions regarding youth disaster preparedness with the leadership of FEMA. Any individual between the ages of 12 and 17 who is engaged in individual and community preparedness or who has experienced a disaster that has motivated him or her to make a positive difference in his or her community, may apply to serve on the Youth Preparedness Council. For more info and the application, click here.  
 
Training Courses - Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network 
The Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network (PCEPN) has developed a comprehensive training schedule for New York City's primary care centers. These courses have been designed to develop and enhance staff knowledge around some of the basic core competencies of emergency management. Visit www.pcepn.org for dates and detailed training course descriptions. To register, click here. Please note that you do not need to be a PCEPN member to participate.   
Free Online Training Course on Disaster Preparedness
The University of Pittsburgh, through Coursera, is offering a free Disaster Preparedness course. Please see the link and the course description below. This course will examine the Disaster cycle, government and institutional response, and personal preparedness plans. For more info and registration, click here. 

The Urban Assembly Job Opportunities
The Urban Assembly (UA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to empowering underserved youth by providing them with the academic and life skills necessary for post-secondary success.  The UA creates unique schools that are open to all students, scales up promising programs, and coordinates with hundreds of partners organizations in the private, public, non-profit and higher education sectors. To find out more about current job opportunities, click here. 

SANDY RECOVERY:

CDBG-DR Action Plan Amendment 5 Public Meetings Postponed (Comment Period Still Open until January 25th)   
As you may know, the City of New York has completed a proposed amendment to its plan for the $3.22 billion in Federal disaster aid to help with recovery from Hurricane Sandy. The public hearings for the proposed Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Action Plan Amendment 5, which were initially scheduled for January 14th-16th, have been postponed to a later date. The new dates and locations of the public hearings will be published in a future notice. Please call 311 or check nyc.gov. The comment period on the proposed CDBG-DR Action Plan Amendment 5 is still open and you can comment here.  

Neighborhood Grants 2014 (Deadline 1/27/14)
Citizens Committee awards micro-grants of up to $3,000 to resident-led groups to work on community and school improvement projects throughout the city. They prioritize groups based in low income neighborhoods and Title I public schools.  Visit their website for more information, grant guidelines, and a copy of the application.  

NYDIS Volunteer Group Housing Capital Grants (Deadline 2/3/14)
New York Disaster Interfaith Services' (NYDIS) is pleased to announce it is accepting proposals for its Volunteer Group Housing Capital Grants program. Grants will fund reconstruction or equipment purchases, up to $10,000, for nonprofit organizations who currently house (or will house) Superstorm Sandy rebuild volunteers in 2014. For more info about this grant call 212-669-6100 or email volunteerhousing@nydis.org.

FEMA Proof of Loss Filing Extension (Deadline 4/28/14)
A six month extension has been granted to Sandy survivors still in need of filing a critical legal document that itemizes losses they feel should be covered in insurance settlements. The Proof of Loss form is crucial to accessing federal relief funds such as those available through the New York State Housing Recovery Program. Read more on the extension and form here. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]NYDIS Volunteer Group Housing Program Form-Set
New York Disaster Interfaith Services' (NYDIS) Volunteer Group Housing Program is pleased to release its Volunteer Group Housing Form-Set. With a special concentration on religious and cultural needs, these handbooks and forms will provide organizations with the knowledge and resources necessary to begin and sustain a long-term volunteer housing program. To view the form-set, click here.To learn more about the program, click here.

JASA's Emergency Response Volunteer Program
JASA's Department of Volunteer Services would like to invite all interested volunteers to participate in their Emergency Response Volunteer Program. This program will train volunteers in effective techniques for assisting seniors in the aftermath of a disaster. Volunteers will attend a concise two hour training where they will learn how to perform vital tasks such as assessing the needs of our seniors and supplying them with basic necessities. Please contact Rosa Perez at 212-273-5285 or rperez@jasa.org to schedule a training session or to learn more. 
 
24/7 Access to Crisis Support
If you are experiencing emotional distress related to severe winter weather, please note that LifeNet is always fully operational with 24/7 access to crisis support for all New Yorkers. You can reach LifeNet by calling 1-800-543-3638. If you are in/outside New York, you can also call the national Disaster Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-5990. Both services are toll-free, multi-lingual and confidential. 
 
Still Time to Declare Sandy Losses on Taxes
In the case of a federally declared disaster, taxpayers with casualty losses that occurred in an area warranting public or individual assistance (or both) may deduct that loss on their tax return or amended return for the tax year immediately preceding the tax year in which the disaster happened. The loss is then treated as having occurred in the preceding year. Click here for more info.

Become a House Captain for Canarsie Rebuilding Day in April
House Captains are skilled volunteers who manage a rebuilding project from start to finish. They work with Rebuilding Together NYC to prepare a project site for volunteers, lead them on an event day, and close out the project when the work scope is complete. Contact Emily at 
emily.bachman@rebuildingtogethernyc.org or (718) 488-8840 for more information.

Updated List of Repair and Rebuild Groups from NYC VOAD
Based on individual reporting, voluntary agencies listed in the Housing Recovery Resource Guide plan to provide more than 1,200 rebuild services in New York City in 2014. The vast majority of organizations are working in only one borough, with 355 services listed in Brooklyn. To add, change, or update information, email Maureen Medina at World Cares. Thanks to Colleen Smallfield at New York Cares for the guide.
 
Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for NYC Released
FEMA has released the Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for New York City. FIRMs identify areas that are at risk of flooding, and are not to be confused with New York City's hurricane evacuation zones. To access FEMA's Preliminary FIRMs for New York City, click here. 
For more information about these updates and flood maps, click here. 
   
Sandy Tracker Website 
Sandy Tracker tracks the billions of federal dollars allocated for the city's response to Hurricane Sandy. The site summarizes the amount of funds received, as well as expenditures to date. 

Priorities at NYC Build It Back
Click here to read more about applicant priorities and learn how to estimate your NYC Build it Back priority. At Option Review Meetings, homeowners will learn of their preliminary Award decision, have the opportunity to review their application entirely, and learn about the construction process in the Repair and Rebuild pathways. For questions call 212-615-8329 or email housing@recovery.nyc.gov  
 
NRNYC Home Repair Program
The Mayor's Office of Housing Recovery Operations announced a home repair program to assist New Yorkers who may not be eligible for the city's Build it Back program. The $14 million NRNYC Home Repair Program is funded by the Mayor's Fund with support from the Robin Hood Foundation, the American Red Cross and JP Morgan Chase. Applicants may be eligible for structural and non-structural repairs for homes damaged by Hurricane Sandy, complementing assistance provided by FEMA, private insurance and other sources. Homeowners affected by the storm can call 311, visit nyc.gov/fund or call NRNYC at 212-455-9309 for more information.
 
NY Rising Community Conceptual Plans Released
The New York Rising Community Reconstruction Program, which provides additional rebuilding and revitalization assistance to communities severely damaged by Hurricanes Sandy, Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee, released community conceptual plans for the future of our city. To find community specific documents, meetings, maps, and other pertinent resources, click here.
  
Hurricane Sandy NY Resource List
Check out these great tools to see some of the resources available to New Yorkers in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
1. NY Disaster Grants Resources Guide (UPDATED) 
1. NY State Recovery Resources Center  
1. Brooklyn Community Foundation- Recovery Resources  
1. NY Hurricane Sandy Disaster Recovery Resources (UPDATED)    
1. NYDIS: Online Sandy Recovery Guide & Resources (with Widgets)  


Thank you and have a nice weekend,   

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

 “FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”

FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government Web sites, companies or applications.   



