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Higher Education Program News:

· 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium, June 2-5, 2014.  
The 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium is scheduled for June 2-5, 2014.  Plenary, breakout sessions and workshops are once again on the schedule.  More symposium information will be posted on the Higher Education website in the next few months including call for papers and presentations and registration information.  https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/ 
Questions or concerns about the symposium should be sent to Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov.  

· Emergency Management Higher Education Program - Virtual Symposium Session 4
“Getting Students Experience”

January 9, 2014		1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. EST

Disaster Mitigation and Preparation; Sustainable Development in Ile-a-Vache, Haiti –Working Across the Curriculum – Massachusetts Maritime Academy’s Emergency Management Program’s Cooperative Education Model

By Prof. Thomas F. Lennon, Massachusetts Maritime Academy
In January 2010, Massachusetts Maritime Academy (MMA) initiated a cooperative education program through its Emergency Management major for students interested in international relief and disaster assistance.  The location – Haiti!! MMA partnered with the EDEM Foundation, a Haiti-based non-governmental organization, to support a program focused on sustainable development issues for the small island community of Ile-a-Vache, Haiti. How was the program developed? How do you establish the relationships required to sustain a vigorous international undergraduate cooperative education program? What are the program goals and how do you critically evaluate both the program and student performance? What about institutional support?  These and more questions will be answered in Prof. Lennon’s presentation.

Engaging Students in Disaster Relief Training Exercises

By Dr. John Fisher, Utah Valley University
For 5 years emergency services students have been involved in disaster relief exercises in the United States and Macedonia.  What learning outcomes have resulted from these exercises?  What have students learned by participating in these exercises?  Have students honed or developed skills that are readily transferable to “real world” response? In this case study presentation, Dr. Fisher describes how students have developed emergency response capabilities through practical application of knowledge in simulated incidents. Join us to learn one more way for students to obtain needed experience in emergency management.

Click here to register

Or point your browser to 
https://fema.connectsolutions.com/hied-s4-2013-s4/event/registration.html

Questions?  Contact Dr. Houston Polson, Director FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Houston.polson@fema.dhs.gov or call 301-447-1262.

College and University Information:

· University of Nebraska at Omaha – Minor and BGS Concentration in Emergency Management 
The University of Nebraska at Omaha is offering two new emergency management programs – Minor in Emergency Management  and a Bachelor of General Studies with a Concentration in Emergency Management.  The minor offers students in professional fields such as Public Administration, Criminology and Criminal Justice, Information Management, and Engineering Degree Fields the opportunity to add valued information to enhance their primary profession and employability within their chosen field.  The BGS Concentration in Emergency Management is intended to prepare students for a professional career in both the private and public sector.  

Recommended courses for the Minor: (18 Credit Hours)
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	EMGT 1000:
	Introduction to Emergency Management
	3

	EMGT 2020:
	Emergency Management Strategies and Communications: NIMS
	3

	EMGT 2050:
	Political and Legal Foundations
	3

	EMGT 3040:
	Preparedness Planning and Risk Mitigation
	3

	EMGT 3080:
	Intra and Non-governmental Organizations and Cooperation
	3

	EMGT 4060: 
	Disaster Response and Recovery
	3



Emergency Management Department Requirements: (30 credit hours)
	Course Code
	Course Title
	Credits

	EMGT 1000:
	Introduction to Emergency Management
	3

	EMGT 2020:
	Strategies and Communications
	3

	EMGT 2050:
	Political and legal Foundations
	3

	PA 2170: 
	Introduction to Public Administration
	3

	PA/CJ 3000:
	Applied Statistics/Data Management
	3

	EMGT 3040:
	Preparedness Planning and Risk Mitigation
	3

	EMGT 3080:
	Intra and Non-governmental Organizations and Cooperation
	3

	EMGT 4060: 
	Disaster Response and Recovery
	3

	EMGT 4200:
	Internship in Emergency Management
	3

	EMGT 4990:
	Capstone
	3



More information as well as University of Nebraska at Omaha contact information can be found on the Higher Education website college list at https://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegelist/embacm/ Bachelor Level Emergency Management Concentrations and Minors section.  

Internship/Scholarship Possibilities: 

· Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology (S&T) Directorate Office of University Programs
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology (S&T) Directorate Office of University Programs sponsors the DHS Summer Research Team Program for Minority Serving Institutions to provide faculty and student research teams with the opportunity to conduct research at the university-based DHS Centers of Excellence (DHS Centers).

Faculty are encouraged to apply for this excellent research opportunity that may result in Follow-on funding up to $50,000 for their home institution!
 
Benefits Include:
·          Weekly Stipend:  Faculty—$1,200, Graduate Students—$600, Undergraduate Students—$500
·          Housing Allowance:  Faculty—$1,500, Students—$1,000
·          Travel Allowance:  One round trip to Center for participants who live more than fifty miles, one-way, from their assigned Center
·          Follow-on Funding:  Up to $50,000 in Follow-on funding may be awarded to faculty to continue research and collaboration efforts with the DHS Center for the 2014-2015 academic year
 
 Visit our newly redesigned website at:  http://www.orau.gov/dhseducation/faculty/index.html for additional details!
 
A program flier is available at: http://www.orau.gov/dhseducation/faculty/files/DHSSRTFlier2014.pdf .

· Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) - Student, Alumni and Faculty Research Opportunities 
Opportunities for qualified students and faculty to participate in hands-on research in a real-world setting with award-winning scientists

Higher Education Research Experiences (HERE) 

· Undergraduates, Post-BS and AAS, MS, PhD and Faculty – Science, Engineering, Technology and Mathematics (STEM) majors
· Stipend based on academic status
· Travel/Housing assistance (if eligible)
· Full-time and part-time appointments
· Professional development activities 
· Minimum GPA  - 2.5/4.0
· U.S. Citizen or Legal Permanent Resident (LPR)

Nuclear Engineering Science Laboratory Synthesis Programs (NESLS) 

· Undergraduates, MS, PhD, and Post-MS or Postdoctoral – Majors related to Nuclear Science and Nuclear Policy; Engineering; Physics; Nuclear Medicine
· Stipend based on academic status
· Travel/Housing assistance (if eligible)
· Full-time and part-time appointments
· Professional development activities 
· Minimum GPA  - 3.0/4.0
· Open to U.S. and International Citizenship

Visit http://www.orau.org/ornl or contact ORNL Education Programs at ornledu@orau.org for more information!

· U. S Department of Energy, Office of Science, Community College Internship (CCI) at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 
ORNL is the largest science and energy laboratory in the Department of Energy system.  Areas of research include materials, neutron sciences, energy, high-performance computing, systems biology and national security.  Visit Http://www.youtube.com/watch?y=NSCdUJ8cavw to discover some exciting reasons why ORNL offers a great internship experience!

Benefits: 
· 10 weeks (June 2-August 8) engaged in a technical project under the direction of a laboratory scientist/engineer
· Career development workshops/lab tours
· $500 per week stipend and limited travel reimbursement/housing allowance (for those who qualify)

To be eligible, you must: 
· Be currently enrolled full-time at a community college or accredited two-year college AND have completed at least one semester at the time of application
· Have completed at least 6 credit hours in science, mathematics, engineering or technology course areas and have completed 123 credit hours towards a degree.
· Be at least 18 years of age
· Be a U.S. Citizen or Legal Permanent Resident
· Have a minimum GPA of 3.0

Application deadline: January 10, 2014 5:00 p.m. EST 

Apply online now at http://science.energy.gov/wdts/

Email sull@orau.org for questions or additional information 

· U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 2014 HS-STEM Summer Internships
Now accepting applications for U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 2014 HS-STEM Summer Internships

Application deadline: January 6, 2014

Undergraduate students receive a $5,000 stipend plus travel expenses.
 
10-week research experiences are offered at: Argonne, Idaho, Berkeley, Livermore, Oak Ridge, Pacific 
Northwest, and Sandia National Laboratories; as well as at Homeland Security Studies and Analysis Institute, National Institute of Standards and Technology, Coast Guard Research and Development Center, Customs and Borders Protection Laboratories and Scientific Services, Naval Research Laboratory, Engineer Research and Development Center, National Security Technologies Remote Sensing Laboratory, Transportation Security Laboratory, and more… 

Areas of research: Engineering, computer science, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biological / life sciences, environmental science, emergency and incident management,social sciences, and more.  

U.S. citizenship required

Detailed information about the internships can be found at: http://www.orau.gov/dhseducation/internships/

Please share this information with students and colleagues at your academic institution/organization.

A flier is located at:  http://www.orau.gov/dhseducation/internships/files/HS-STEMflier2014.pdf 


[bookmark: s]Emergency Management/Homeland Security News:

· 2014 Higher Education Risk Management Conference - April 6-9 - University of Texas System
Next Spring, The University of Texas System is hosting their 2014 Higher Education Risk Management Conference in Bastrop, TX April 6-9.  This conference offers comprehensive educational opportunities for professionals working in the areas of risk finance and insurance, environmental health and safety, emergency management, legal affairs, police, international travel, human resources, workers' compensation, construction, and much more.  Anyone involved in the risk management process will benefit from this conference and is welcome to attend.

Additional information and registration can be found at http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-higher-education-risk-management-conference/event-summary-49afc34d0471444eb1aa16b9391e80ca.aspx

· Disaster Information Management Research Center, U.S. National Library of Medicine
 *Selections from over 100 e-sources*
*Follow NLM_DIMRC on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/NLM_DIMRC* 

***November is Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month***
Without working infrastructure, medical and public health services and facilities quickly encounter major difficulties in continuing operations. Also, disruptions to food distribution, nuclear power plants, chemical plants and water systems may lead to public health emergencies. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security leads the federal government efforts to protect infrastructure, quickly restore infrastructure affected by terrorism or disasters, and minimize health impacts of disruptions. Very detailed documents (http://www.dhs.gov/critical-infrastructure) outline plans for securing the infrastructure of “sectors” of keen interest to public health such as Healthcare and Public Health; Food and Agriculture; Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste; Water and Wastewater Systems; Information Technology and others. For those with a special interest in cybersecurity, check out the National Health Information Sharing and Analysis Center, http://www.nhisac.org/, which focuses on cyber threats to electronic patient records, hospital billing systems, pharmacy dispensing, computer-operated medical devices and all the many cyber-dependent functions supporting modern healthcare. 

For an unusual way to present cyber security information, check out this brief game for private practice physicians and their employees. The game teaches contingency planning to protect electronic patient records from fire, flood, power loss, and more. 
http://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/CyberSecure_103_FINAL/index.html

***Article: New Roles for Librarians Systematic Review Includes Disaster Information Specialist***
New activities and changing roles of health sciences librarians: a systematic review, 1990–2012
I. Diane Cooper, JMLA Journal of the Medical Library Association, October 2013, p. 268-277
A systematic review of the professional literature identified new roles for librarians, including that of disaster information specialist. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3794682/ 
This and other articles are on our “Librarians and Libraries Respond to Disasters: Bibliography on Library Roles in Disaster Preparedness, Response, and Recovery” webpage: http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/bibliographydisaster.html 

***New FEMA Course on the National Disaster Recovery Framework*** 
This course provides individuals supporting disaster recovery efforts with a foundation in National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF) key concepts, core principles and roles and responsibilities of NDRF leadership (including those of individuals and households to governmental entities at the local, State, tribal, and Federal levels, and between public, private and nonprofit sectors.
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/courseOverview.aspx?code=IS-2900 
***Call for Abstracts: Joint Commission Accepting Abstracts for 2014 Emergency Preparedness Conference***
Abstracts due January 10, 2014
Conference: May 7-8, 2014 in Lake Buena Vista, FL. 
The Joint Commission and Joint Commission Resources (JCR) in collaboration with the Yale New Haven Health System Center for Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response, invite interested participants to submit one or more abstracts for exhibit in the poster presentations track of the conference. The Yale New Haven Center for Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response will provide the coordination for this track on behalf of the conference.
http://www.ynhhs.org/emergency/disasterconference/index2014.html 
***Exploring Chicago’s Spanish Flu of 1918***
National Library of Medicine History of Medicine Division
Circulating Now Blog, November 5, 2013
E. Thomas Ewing, Professor of History and Associate Dean in the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University wrote this blog post after researching the historical collections of the National Library of Medicine. The posting discusses the public health response of the early 1900’s, demonstrating the similar challenges faced by public health officials today. 
http://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/2013/11/05/exploring-chicagos-spanish-flu-of-1918/ 

***New in the Resource Guide for Disaster Medicine and Public Health***
http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/latest/?pgSize=50&period=14

Personal Assistance Services to General Population Shelter
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR), November 2013
This resource provides information about FEMA's Personal Assistance Services program, sometimes referred to as Personal Care Assistance. The provision of PAS supports Activities of Daily Living including grooming, eating, bathing, toileting, dressing and undressing, walking, transferring, and maintaining health and safety. 
http://go.usa.gov/WVdH
Post-Disaster Reunification of Children: A Nationwide Approach
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), November 2013
This 76-page document provides a comprehensive overview of the coordination processes necessary to reunify children separated from their parents or legal guardians in a large-scale disaster. It establishes a baseline, assists in identifying the roles of lead and supporting agencies and organizations, and serves as a tool to enhance reunification components of existing emergency preparedness plans and/or help guide the development of new plans and procedures.
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/abc/Documents/children-reunification.pdf
The Evidence Aid resource page for the Philippines has been updated this week and can be found here: http://www.evidenceaid.org/resources-following-typhoon-haiyan-in-the-philippines/

The resources include the following:
Evidence Aid Special Collections 
The following four systematic reviews discuss the health impacts of windstorms and flooding, and ways to reduce these impacts. Short summaries of these are available.
Health impacts of windstorms
Flooding and mental health
Infectious diseases and flooding 
Secondary stressors and extreme events and disasters 
Disaster evacuation and medication 
Disaster risk management for health 
Disaster needs assessment 
Website for the Philippines response
You can also download the bundle of PDFs 

We will continue to update these resources as information becomes available.

***Preformulated PubMed Searches on Healthy People 2020 Preparedness Objectives***
Healthy People (HP) is a national health promotion program to improve the health of all Americans. Initiated in 1979 and led by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). It provides science-based, ten-year national objectives for improving the health of all Americans. HP2020, the current program, is organized into 42 subject areas with 600 public health objectives; four of those objectives cover public health and preparedness topics. The National Library of Medicine and the HHS Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion have worked together to develop preformulated search strategies to identify research evidence for selected HP2020 objectives. Take a look at the Preparedness searches today!
http://phpartners.org/hp2020/preparedness.html 

***Provide Feedback on Emergency 2.0 Wiki Draft Strategic Plan 2013-2016***
Emergency 2.0 Wiki is a free global resource for using social media and new technologies in emergencies. It provides guidance on how to use social media in all phases of emergencies facilitates collaboration and knowledge sharing, provides training opportunities and more. They just released their strategic plan for 2013-2016, and are asking for ideas and feedback. 
http://emergency20wiki.org/20131125/were-crowdsourcing-ideas-for-our-strategic-plan

***Learn How Google Tracks Flu Trends***
Have you ever wondered how Google Flu Trends works? This webpage provides a video which explains the process Google uses to aggregate and search data to estimate flu activity, and provides graphs and more information on how it has worked over time. 
http://www.google.org/flutrends/intl/en_us/about/how.html 

***CDC Challenge: Predict the Influenza Season Challenge***
Now that you know how Google aggregates and searches data to estimate flu activity, consider developing your own model. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has launched the “Predict the Influenza Season Challenge,” a competition designed to foster innovation in flu activity modeling and prediction. The registrant who most successfully predicts the timing, peak and intensity of the 2013-2014 flu season using social media data (e.g., Twitter, internet search data, web surveys) will receive an award of $75,000 and CDC recognition.
Federal Register Announcement: https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/11/25/2013-28198/announcement-of-requirements-and-registration-for-the-predict-the-influenza-season-challenge 
CDC Announcement: http://www.cdc.gov/flu/news/predict-flu-challenge.htm 

· *** National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) Unaccompanied Minor Registry***
The NCMEC Unaccompanied Minors Registry is a tool for emergency management agencies, law enforcement, shelter staff, hospital employees and other organizations to report minors in their care during disasters. 
Background on the registry: http://www.missingkids.com/DisasterResponse
Registry: https://umr.missingkids.com/umr/reportUMR?execution=e1s1 

***FDA Approves First Adjuvanted Vaccine for Prevention of H5N1 Avian Influenza***
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) has large quantities of medicine and medical supplies to protect the American public if there is a public health emergency (terrorist attack, flu outbreak, earthquake, etc.) severe enough to cause local supplies to run out. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently approved the first adjuvanted vaccine for the prevention of H5N1 influenza, commonly known as avian or bird flu. The vaccine will supplement the Strategic National Stockpile; it is not intended for commercial use.
Press Release: http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm376444.htm 
More about CDC SNS: http://www.cdc.gov/phpr/stockpile/stockpile.htm 

***Recorded Webinar: Social Media for Crisis Communication: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly***
Nicole Stillwell is the community and brand manager for the Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs Office of Policy Coordination and Public Affairs New Media Unit. She presented best practices for communicating via social media during a crisis based on examples from government agencies, NGOs, and private industry. 
Recordings, Slides and Transcripts of the Webinar: http://www.howto.gov/training/classes/social-media-for-crisis-communication
Summary review: http://nnlm.gov/scr/blog/2013/11/20/social-media-crisis-communications/ 

***New in the Resource Guide***

Planning for Power Outages: A Guide for Hospitals and Healthcare Facilities
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
November 2013
This two-page resource highlights some of the impacts of a power outage on hospitals and healthcare facilities, and poses questions for them to ask to help prepare for an outage. It also provides some information on existing resources that can help organizations develop and implement their preparedness strategies and establish better relationships with local electric utilities.
http://go.usa.gov/WeWz 

Emergency Preparedness: The Role of the Pharmacist
South Central Preparedness and Emergency Response Learning Center
November 2013
This online course defines a public health emergency, and familiarizes pharmacists and pharmacy technicians with the basic components of public health emergency preparedness and the role pharmacists play in disaster events. It covers basic policies and directives related to public health emergencies, and reviews the federal and state resources available.

To subscribe, sign up at http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/dimrclistserv.html.

· Disaster Information Specialists Program monthly conference call/webinar

WHEN:  Thursday, December 12, 2013 at 1:30 PM ET  

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE:  The Disaster Information Specialist monthly meeting is open to everyone – please spread the word and invite others in your organizations, send to your email lists, and post to your social media accounts.

TOPIC:    Finding Disaster Health Information: Where Do I Start?

SPEAKERS:  Representatives from the U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM) Disaster Information Management Research Center will give a presentation on using NLM resources to find the best and most authoritative disaster health information, with a focus on finding non-commercially published information. 

LOGIN:   To join the meeting at 1:30 pm ET, Thursday, December 12th, click on https://webmeeting.nih.gov/disinfo  
Enter your name in the guest box and click "Enter Room". 
A box should pop up asking for your phone number.  
Enter your phone number and the system will call you.  
For those who cannot use this call-back feature, the dial-in information is: 
Dial-In:  1-888-757-2790
Pass-Code: 745907

· Federal Alliance for Safe Homes Announces University of Florida "MitiGators" as Winners of RenaissanceRe $20,000 Challenge
By Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)
Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH) 
Last modified: 2013-11-25T14:55:39Z
Published: Monday, Nov. 25, 2013 - 6:55 am
Copyright 2013 . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Nov. 25, 2013 -- Graduate students competed with projects to promote disaster resilience 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Nov. 25, 2013 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- The Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)® today announced that the University of Florida "MitiGators" won the RenaissanceRe $20,000 Challenge with their proposal to develop a "Resilient Residence" smartphone app. Undergraduate and graduate teams from the University of Florida (UF) and Florida International University (FIU) engineering departments competed for the cash award to fund development of the winning proposal. RenaissanceRe sponsored the 'Shark Tank'-style academic challenge and $20,000 prize in honor of the company's 20th anniversary during the 2013 FLASH Annual Conference Mitigation 360° on November 21 and 22 in Orlando. The competition challenged young innovators to create real-world solutions focused on Florida—one of the world's highest risk areas for catastrophic windstorms.
The "Resilient Residence" app will help families understand how their homes will perform in high-wind events by walking users through a series of questions. Once the survey is complete, the app will deliver information about options for mitigation techniques. 
According to Craig Dixon, UF graduate engineering student and member of winning "MitiGators" team, "This challenge changed the way we think about approaching a solution for helping Florida become more disaster-resilient. In the middle of our research we had the 'Aha!' moment and that energized us to take the concept to the next level. The competition was tough; the FIU team brought a great idea to life. We are proud of the work we have done and are eager to bring this product to market."
"It was a great experience to research and present a product to the panel, judges and audience," said the FIU team collectively. "Our end goal was to test and do further research to validate the results of our innovative product. From this point we will pursue funding to build a full-scale version. We are excited about the future opportunities and proud of what we have accomplished."
"I enjoyed judging the RenaissanceRe $20,000 Challenge," said Bill Read, former Director of the National Hurricane Center. "As a judge, my challenge was choosing between the two very strong concepts. Competitions like this that align weather information with weather safety are essential for increasing public safety and property protection."
"By combining Florida's unique experience with catastrophic storms with the creativity of its scientists, students and entrepreneurs, Florida could become America's leading hub of innovation and development in the field—the Silicon Valley of natural disaster mitigation," said Stephen Weinstein, Senior Vice President and General Counsel for RenaissanceRe. "As we celebrate RenaissanceRe's 20th anniversary in 2013, we are also marking 20 years of helping Florida manage the physical and financial risks of natural hazards. For our next 20 years we remain committed to helping Florida's businesses, insurers and communities prepare for and recover from the inevitable next storm. RenaissanceRe is proud to sponsor this exciting academic challenge and foster next-generation solutions which might help make storm-exposed communities across the U.S. safer." 
"The RenaissanceRe $20,000 Challenge inspired young innovators to come up with solutions that will make our communities more disaster-resilient," said FLASH President and CEO Leslie Chapman-Henderson. "Their sophistication and creativity validated what we believed all along—this new generation of professionals are, indeed, game changers. Bringing them into the disaster safety movement is the best way to support our vision of a world where people will only live, work and play in buildings that are safe, strong and sustainable."
"The Florida Chamber of Commerce has long advocated that homeowners should be provided with creative, market-based solutions to our state's natural disaster risks," said Mark Wilson, President and CEO of the Florida Chamber of Commerce. "I believe these university teams reinforced the need to advance mitigation research and solutions that better protect Florida's families, businesses and our state's economy from natural disasters."
About FLASH
Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)®, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, is the country's leading consumer advocate for strengthening homes and safeguarding families from natural and manmade disasters. FLASH collaborates with more than 100 innovative and diverse partners that share its vision of making America a more disaster‐resistant nation including: BASF, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Florida Division of Emergency Management, The Home Depot®, International Code Council, Kohler® Generators, National Weather Service, Portland Cement Association, RenaissanceRe, Simpson Strong-Tie®, State Farm™, USAA® and WeatherPredict Consulting Inc. In 2008, FLASH opened the interactive weather experience StormStruck: A Tale of Two Homes® in Lake Buena Vista, FL. Learn more about FLASH and gain access to its free consumer resources by visiting www.flash.org or calling (877) 221- SAFE (7233). Also, get timely safety tips to ensure that you and your family are protected from natural and manmade disasters by subscribing to the FLASH blog – Protect Your Home in a FLASH.
SOURCE Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH) 

Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2013/11/25/5944478/federal-alliance-for-safe-homes.html#storylink=cpy





· Govenor’s Hurricane Conference – News from the GHC
Friends of the GHC,

It's hard to believe that another hurricane season is almost over and the 28th Annual Governor's Hurricane Conference® is less than six months away!  We want to let you know about some exciting new elements of the 2014 GHC.

First and foremost, we have a brand new venue!  After being in Tampa for 19 years and Fort Lauderdale for eight, we are moving to Orlando.  We're excited about the change in scenery and new local options available to attendees, but we're also excited to make the GHC more centrally located to all of Florida and more accessible from around the nation.  We will be utilizing the Orange County Convention Center and the Rosen Centre Hotel for our training sessions, workshops, general session and exhibit hall.  The Rosen Centre Skyway, a covered walkway and bridge, connects the hotel directly to the convention center.  No transportation needed!  The Rosen Centre will be our headquarters hotel, with hotel rooms also available at the Rosen Inn Pointe Orlando.  Hotel reservations are now open and can be accessed through our Website.

Visit our newly renovated Website at www.flghc.org to see the narrative of our 2014 Conference Theme, "#RethinkRisk".  This is the basis for our Program Committee's development of the general session, training sessions and workshops that will be offered at the 2014 GHC.  It's a positive and inspiring message designed to keep us focused and moving forward through this period of reduced hurricane activity and its inherent challenges. Our new Agenda of Activities is also on the website and training sessions and workshop information will be available in January.
We will soon be launching a new Social Media Initiative in order for the GHC and its constituents to better utilize Facebook, Twitter and other social media tools to stay up-to-date on conference schedules, activities, speakers, special events and other details as conference planning progresses.  We're also looking into the possibility of a Social Media Exercise at the 2014 to give attendees the opportunity to apply and improve their social media skills in the conference environment and learn how to better utilize those tools in emergency management applications.

For the first time in 2014, the GHC will be utilizing a Mobile Meeting Application which will put all conference information in the palm of your hand. Agendas, exhibitor information, session descriptions, GPS mapping, hotel information, local area resources, access to social networking and more will be available on your iPhone, iPad, or Android device.

For the fifth year, we will be offering our Student Scholarship Program.  Degree or certificate seeking students currently enrolled in a public or private institution of higher education, at the graduate or undergraduate level, who have taken or are taking emergency management related courses as part of their academic program, are eligible to apply for a scholarship to attend the 2014 GHC.  The application process will open January 20, 2014, with a deadline for submission of February 21.  More details will be posted on the Website next month. 

Recipients of the GHC Awards are nominated by their peers for outstanding service in their hurricane-related field.  In order for someone to receive an award, they must be nominated ... so please complete and submit an Awards Nomination Form, available on our Website, with supporting documentation if there is someone you feel deserves recognition.  All nominations must be received in the GHC office no later than close of business March 10, 2014.

Early registration reminder......the deadline for early, discounted registration is March 14 and refund requests must be made in writing no later than March 28.

We're enthusiastic about our new initiatives and the continuation of established programs that make the GHC the success it has become over the past 28 years.  We'll be sending the first of periodic Newsletters in January to give more details as the conference nears.  Visit our Website often to get the latest developments.
 
· IAEM Dispatch, Nov. 27, 2013
EM NEWS
This disaster housing is made from upcycled relief water bottles Gizmodo 
When natural disasters hit, one of the first relief supplies to arrive is clean, bottled drinking water. But soon the empty bottles could be put to good use, too — in the form of this new style of disaster housing. The design, by Home2O at the New York Institute of Technology's School of Architecture and Design, uses a custom plastic pallet into which crushed plastic bottles are screwed. The crushed bottles overlap, much like Spanish roof tiles, to form a surface that is fully covered and weatherproof. 
A chronic problem in disaster zones: No fuel NPR 
In the wake of any natural disaster, there are almost always shortages of fuel. Even in the United States, gas stations shut down during blackouts because there's no electricity to run their pumps. It was no different in the Philippines, where practically no fuel was available after Typhoon Haiyan struck. Aid agencies said the lack of gasoline was a major impediment to relief efforts. One small American nonprofit called the Fuel Relief Fund is trying to change that. 
Be recognized for your work! IAEM 
Has your federal, military, state regional, county, municipal or other governmental entity produced communications this year? The answer has to be yes. Have you done this internally and/or externally? You probably said yes to both of these questions. Now is the time to be recognized for the communications you are doing. The National Association of Government Communicators has issued their Call for Entries in the Blue Pencil & Gold Screen Awards Competition. Enter as many categories as your choose — the number of opportunities to share your best work, innovation, creativity and use of technology may surprise you. There are more than 40 categories with a vast range of opportunities for you to showcase your work. A few of the categories are: publications, media relations, photography, graphic design, video, electronic communications, social media, and branding/rebranding. The early submission deadline is Dec. 6, 2013. The final deadline is Jan. 10, 2014. Learn more on the NAGC website. 
EM RESOURCES
FEMA and partners publish 'Post Disaster Reunification of Children: A Nationwide Approach' 
IAEM 
FEMA, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, the Department of Health & Human Services, and the American Red Cross recently released "Post Disaster Reunification of Children: A Nationwide Approach." This document reflects the first U.S. attempt to establish a baseline foundation and whole community approach for reunifying children separated from their parents or legal guardians in the aftermath of a disaster. To ensure that this initiative was truly comprehensive, whole community partners from across the country were engaged in the development of "Post Disaster Reunification of Children: A Nationwide Approach," to include inter-governmental partners, pediatric experts, and voluntary, faith based, children and disability organizations, as well as other applicable stakeholders and advocacy groups. The report is posted in FEMA's LLIS website public document library and can also be downloaded here. 
How Google is transforming disaster relief Al Jazeera America 
Since Typhoon Haiyan tore through the central Philippines earlier this month, loved ones around the world have posted more than 107,000 names to Google's Person Finder. Missing-person lists are nothing new, but in any given disaster, they were often difficult to search or find at all. If relief work could be considered an industry, then Person Finder is an example of what Google does best: disrupt an inefficient one. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]CEM® UPDATE
First credential reviews scheduled for 2014 IAEM 
The first USA CEM® Commission credential review meeting will be Feb. 20-23, 2014. The deadline to submit applications to IAEM Headquarters is Jan. 31, 2014. The Oceania-Asia CEM® Commission will follow a similar time frame with applications due at IAEM HQ by Jan. 31, 2014. The second and final meeting in 2014 will occur in September. Candidates are encouraged to plan accordingly.
Plan today for your 2014 certification training IAEM 
We are gearing up for 2014 so join us at a certification offering. 
· Jan. 10 (Prep Course & Exam) — New Orleans, La.
· March 14 (Prep Course & Exam) — Cheektowaga, N.Y.
A minimum of 10 registrants is required for the Prep Course offerings to proceed. Register online.
Certification holiday announcement IAEM 
Due to the holiday season, no certification exams will be processed or mailed from Dec. 17, 2013 to Jan. 2, 2014.
SURVEY REQUESTS
Take the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) survey IAEM 
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), short emergency messages that can be received on cell phones across the country, are one of the many technologies available through the Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS). WEAs are automatic and can provide emergency weather and imminent threat notifications, AMBER alerts, and Presidential messages. Unlike text alerts you may receive from your city, county, or institution, WEAs are not subscription based, so customers of participating wireless carriers with WEA-capable phones do not sign up to receive the alerts..The Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center for Wireless Technologies (Wireless RERC) is interested in learning more about your level of awareness of WEA messages. The survey also will help us understand the accessibility of this unique technology and how it impacts your community. Take the survey today.
EM CALENDAR
OBP offers counter-IED and risk mitigation training IAEM 
To reduce risk to the nation's critical infrastructure, the Office for Bombing Prevention (OBP), National Protection and Programs Protectorate, Dept. of Homeland Security, develops and delivers a diverse curriculum of training designed to build nationwide counter-improvised explosive device (IED) core capabilities and enhance awareness of terrorist threats. Coordinated through State Homeland Security Officials and training offices, OBP courses educate Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial (FSLTT) participants such as municipal officials, state and local law enforcement, critical infrastructure owners/operators, and security staff on strategies to prevent, protect against, respond to, and mitigate bombing incidents. The schedule and contacts are posted here.
AROUND THE WORLD
Philippines typhoon death roll rises above 5000 The Associated Press via The Huffington Post 
The death toll from one of the strongest typhoons on record has risen above 5,000 and is likely to climb further, although recovery efforts are beginning to take hold, Philippine officials said. Interior Secretary Mar Roxas said 4,919 people were killed on Leyte, Samar and nearby islands in the Eastern Visayas region. Civil defense chief Eduardo del Rosario said 290 others died in other parts of the central and southern Philippines. 
81 Midwest tornadoes highly unusual for November ABC News 
After one of the quietest U.S. tornado seasons in 40 years, a recent Sunday was nature's comeback, with a total of 81 tornado reports in Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, Indiana and Ohio. Illinois was the hardest hit, with 43 tornadoes, followed by 23 in Indiana, 13 in Kentucky, one in Missouri and one in Ohio. According to the National Weather Service's preliminary ratings, New Minden, Ill., in the southern part of the state, was in the swirl of an EF4 tornado, with winds of at least 166 mph. 
Flooding cost the UK £600m in 2012 The Guardian 
Last year's flooding could have cost the UK economy up to £600 million, according to research. The Environment Agency said the estimated damage to all property totalled about £277 million while the impact on businesses in England was up to £200 million, including some £84 million in property damage. Other indirect impacts — such as lost working days — hit companies and local economies by around £33 million, the EA found, and disruption to transport, communications and utility links cost up to £82 million. 
The case for US military response during international disasters The Hill 
As natural disasters and complex humanitarian emergencies are becoming more common worldwide, the U.S. will increasingly be called in to assist during other disasters. What's more, weak and fragile states with inadequate emergency response capacities, infrastructure and public health services are particularly vulnerable to severe natural disasters. Here, military response is crucial to getting relief efforts up and running during the immediate post-disaster phase. 
US, China conduct disaster management exchange U.S Department of Defense 
Soldiers from U.S. Army Pacific, the Hawaii Army National Guard and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers along with representatives from the Federal Emergency Management Agency participated with members of China's People's Liberation Army in a disaster management exchange at Marine Corps Training Area-Bellows. The 2013 DME is a subject matter expert exchange focused on an international humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operation. 
Latvian store search ends with death toll at 54 The Associated Press via The Boston Globe 
Latvia's rescue service says it has finished searching the site of a collapsed supermarket in which 54 people died, including three firefighters, and at least 40 were injured. The four-day operation was interrupted when a large portion of the roof caved in, but no one was injured. Prime Minister Valdis Dombrovskis on Monday called the supermarket collapse a "serious crime" and said it is not a case where there can be no guilty party. 
China probes oil pipelines as death toll from blast rises to 52 NBCNEWS.com 
China has launched a broad investigation into safety at oil and gas pipelines, state media reported, as the death toll from an explosion at a Sinopec pipeline rose to 52. The blast at the eastern oil hub of Qingdao on Friday was China Petroleum & Chemical Corp's deadliest known accident and is one of the worst publicly reported industrial disasters in China this year. 
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IAEM-USA NEWS
First-of-its-kind U.S. preparedness index shows great strengths and challenges in protecting nation's health during disasters IAEM 
On Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2013, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), along with 25 other stakeholder organizations, including IAEM-USA, released the National Health Security Preparedness Index (NHSPI). The index offers a snapshot of national preparedness to demonstrate progress and identify areas where greater improvement is needed. Specifically, the NHSPI gives information on how well states and the nation are prepared for public health and other emergencies. The goal is to assess where we are as a nation, and help guide efforts to improve public health systems and achieve a higher level of health security preparedness. Future versions of the Index look to include other sectors and key concepts influencing national health security. Learn more. Visit the index website to access the full Index and resources.
EM NEWS
$9 million lawsuit over flooding served against Amherstburg, Canada CBC 
The Town of Amherstburg has been served with a $9 million dollar lawsuit. The suit accuses the town of negligence because 75 homes flooded following a downpour of rain — 18 cm of rain fell. Amherstburg deputy clerk and risk manager Paula Parker said about all that's clear to the town in the lawsuit is the monetary value. 
Johns Hopkins team to develop disaster response resources for houses of worship News-Medical.Net 
When floods, hurricanes, mass shootings and other disasters occur, the first place many people turn to for help are local houses of worship. But those cornerstones of aid and comfort can be affected, too, and the religious leaders who staff them may not be prepared to respond or meet the needs of their communities. 
Category 5 ice storm? A new index rates ice storm impacts The Weather Channel 
If you hear a forecast of a foot of snow, you know it will mess up your commute and could shut down schools, businesses, perhaps even the local airport. You're prepared for the impacts and will likely adjust your schedule accordingly. What about an ice storm? Do you know what impacts a half inch of ice accumulation typically produces in your area? A new index hopes to more clearly communicate the risk from ice storms. 
NASA maps to aid Supertyphoon Haiyan disaster relief LiveScience 
NASA scientists have used satellite images to create detailed maps of the devastation in the Philippines from Super Typhoon Haiyan in order to help disaster relief efforts by recovery crews. Supertyphoon Haiyan was one of the most powerful storms ever recorded, and NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif. produced the damage maps in order to depict the hardest hit regions of the country, NASA officials wrote in a news release. 
TIEMS releases Issue 19 of their newsletter IAEM 
The International Emergency Management Society recently released issue 19 of its newsletter. The issue provides updates from the Iraq and San Diego (Calif.) Chapters as well as articles of interest from members. Download the issue. 
Be recognized for your work! Early submission deadline is Friday IAEM 
Has your federal, military, state regional, county, municipal or other governmental entity produced communications this year? The answer has to be yes. Have you done this internally and/or externally? You probably said yes to both of these questions. Now is the time to be recognized for the communications you are doing. The National Association of Government Communicators has issued their Call for Entries in the Blue Pencil & Gold Screen Awards Competition. Enter as many categories as your choose — the number of opportunities to share your best work, innovation, creativity and use of technology may surprise you. There are more than 40 categories with a vast range of opportunities for you to showcase your work. A few of the categories are: publications, media relations, photography, graphic design, video, electronic communications, social media, and branding/rebranding. The early submission deadline is Dec. 6, 2013. The final deadline is Jan. 10, 2014. Learn more on the NAGC website. 
IAEM NEWS
The IAEM Store is available for your holiday shopping needs IAEM 
The IAEM Store is open and ready to ship IAEM logo wear items within 5-7 days directly to you. Browse available items to see an array of great styles and colors, in a full range of sizes. The IAEM logo can be added to any of these items, including men's and women's shirts, headwear, outerwear, bags and accessories. There are even some youth items for that future emergency manager in your family. You can purchase IAEM patches, IAEM and CEM®/AEM℠ pins, student honor stoles, certification ribbons and CEM®/AEM℠ plaques. For the first time — if you are a CEM® or AEM℠ — you can have the certification logo added to any items in the IAEM Store. Visit the store and shop for IAEM gear today! 
EM RESOURCES
FEMA updates continuity tools for non-federal government partners IAEM 
FEMA has updated its Continuity Assistance Tool and two continuity planning documents, now available here. These documents are provided for state, territorial, tribal, and local governments to assist in their continuity of operations planning, which ensures that essential functions and services can be continued during, or resumed rapidly after, emergencies. Included are these updated documents: Continuity Assistance Tool; Continuity Guidance Circular 1; and Continuity Guidance Circular 2. 
FEMA's Citizen Corps Whole Community and CERT Core Capabilities Tool is available IAEM 
FEMA's Individual and Community Preparedness Division has completed and released the Citizen Corps Whole Community and CERT Core Capabilities Tool. The Citizen Corps Whole Community and CERT Core Capabilities Tool can assist State Administrative Agencies (SAAs) in demonstrating how Citizen Corps and CERT programs support most of the target capabilities and help implement the whole community approach to emergency management. This tool can help SAAs and Citizen Corps Councils at all levels develop strategic investment justifications with a high return on investment. Download the tool and related documents here. 
FEMA releases fact sheet on Public Assistance Alternative Procedures and related pilot programs IAEM 
FEMA has published a fact sheet on the Public Assistance Alternative Procedures, authorized under Section 428 of the Stafford Act, as amended by the Sandy Recovery Improvement Act. FEMA is implementing the alternative procedures as pilot programs for both debris removal and permanent work. The fact sheet provides a brief summary of the alternative procedures and pilot programs. For full information, FEMA has issued guides for both debris removal and permanent work. The guides, as well as other information on the alternative procedures pilot programs, are available here. 
CEM® UPDATE
Plan today for your 2014 certification training IAEM 
We are gearing up for 2014, so join us at a certification offering. 
· Jan. 10 (Prep Course & Exam) — New Orleans, La.
· March 14 (Prep Course & Exam) — Cheektowaga, N.Y.
A minimum of 10 registrants is required for the Prep Course offerings to proceed. Register online. 
Certification holiday announcement IAEM 
Due to the holiday season, no certification exams will be processed or mailed from Dec. 17, 2013 to Jan. 2, 2014.
EM CALENDAR
EMI now accepting application packages for the National Emergency Management Executive Academy IAEM 
The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is now accepting application packages for the National Emergency Management Executive Academy. EMI in collaboration with prominent programs at higher education institutions is offering a comprehensive and cutting-edge curriculum that supports the advancement of the emergency management profession and its executive leadership. It is expected that the applications for these limited number of spaces will be competitive in nature. Applicants should look at the Emergency Management Professional Program (EMPP) website to gauge which Academy they are best qualified for: www.training.fema.gov/EMPP/. Download the EMI training bulletin here for details. 

For more information contact: Kate Walker McClimans, CEM Administrator, kwalker@iaem.com
  International Association of Emergency Managers
  201 Park Washington Court | Falls Church, VA  22046 | (703) 538-3549

· Lucien Canton, LLC – Emergency Management Solutions – November 2013
November is the anniversary of one of the most intriguing historical disasters, the Lisbon earthquake in 1755. In many ways, it is the first modern disaster, with concepts such as incident command and mitigation being used and used effectively. I hope that my brief article will encourage you to learn more about this fascinating disaster.
· Monthly Video – Emergency Preparation 
· Blog Highlights – Canton on Emergency Management 
· In a crisis maintaining an operational focus is key to success 11-20-2013 
· Hospital death continues to teach crisis management lessons 11-07-2013 
· Featured Article – The 1755 Lisbon Earthquake: A case study 
· Professional Development – ability to write effectively and to facilitate a meeting 
· Life Balance – Plan, plan then plan more…
· From the Bookshelf – “The Leadership Challenge: How to Make Extraordinary Things Happen in Organizations” by James M Kouzes & Barry Posner 
· Speaker’s Corner – Speaking Engagements now booking for 2014  

· Naval Postgraduate School - Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
New or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Chemical Facility Security: Issues and Options for the 113th Congress. R42918
· Reaching the Debt Limit: Background and Potential Effects on Government Operations. R41633
· Public Health Service Agencies: Overview and Funding. R43304
· Wildfire Management: Federal Funding and Related Statistics. R43077
· Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines: Process and Timing of FERC Permit Application Review. R43138
· Firearms at Army Corps Water Resources Projects: Proposed Legislation and Issues for Congress. R42602
ALNAP
· Download Who's in Charge Here?: A Literature Review of Approaches to Leadership in Humanitarian Operations http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/leadership-literature-review-alnap-2013.pdf   
Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI)
· Disaster Risk Management at the National Level http://www.adbi.org/files/2013.11.26.wp448.disaster.risk.management.national.pdf 
· Disaster Risk Management at the Regional Level: The Case of Asia and the Pacific http://www.adbi.org/files/2013.11.26.wp447.disaster.risk.management.regional.asia.pacific.pdf 
British American Security Information Council  (BASIC)
· Belief in the WMD Free Zone—Designing the Corridor to Helsinki and Beyond  http://www.basicint.org/sites/default/files/wmdfz-israel.pdf 
Brookings
· Merit-based Pay and Employee Motivation in Federal Agencies http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2013/11/26-merit-based-pay-choi-whitford/choi-and-whitford_merit-based-pay_v11.pdf
CATO Institute
· Privatizing the Transportation Security Administration  http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/pubs/pdf/pa742_web_1.pdf 
Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee
· What Does a Secure Maritime Border Look Like? http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-what-does-secure-maritime-border-look 
Congress. House. Oversight & Government Reform Committee
· Abuse of Overtime at DHS: Padding Paychecks and Pensions at Taxpayer Expense http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/abuse-overtime-dhs-padding-paychecks-pensions-taxpayer-expense/ 
Congress. House. Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
· Federal Triangle South: Redeveloping Underutilized Federal Property Through Public Private Partnerships http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=357134 
· How Autonomous Vehicles Will Shape the Future of Surface Transportation http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=357149 
Congress. Senate. Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee
· Beyond Silk Road: Potential Risks, Threats, and Promises of Virtual Currencies http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/beyond-silk-road-potential-risks-threats-and-promises-of-virtual-currencies 
· Safeguarding Out Nation's Secrets: Examining the National Security Workforce http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/fpfw/hearings/safeguarding-our-nations-secrets-examining-the-national-security-workforce1 
· Strengthening Government Oversight: Examining the Roles and Effectiveness of Oversight Positions Within the Federal Workforce http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/fpfw/hearings/strengthening-government-oversight-examining-the-roles-and-effectiveness-of-oversight-positions-within-the-federal-workforce
Government Accountability Office (GAO)
· Hurricane Sandy Relief: Improved Guidance on Designing Internal Control Plans Could Enhance Oversight of Disaster Funding. GAO-14-58 http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-58 
· National Preparedness: Actions Taken by FEMA to Implement Select Provisions of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006. GAO-14-99R http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-99R 
National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START)
· U.S. Attitudes toward Terrorism and Counterterrorism Before and After the April 2013 Boston Marathon Bombings http://www.start.umd.edu/start/publications/research_briefs/START_USAttitudesTowardTerrorismandCT_BeforeAfterBoston_Nov2013.pdf 
· How Community Ties Influence Terrorist Targeting of Civilians: Terrorist Behavior and Societal Tolerance for Violence http://www.start.umd.edu/start/publications/research_briefs/START_CSTAB_HowCommunityTiesInfluenceTerroristTargetingofCivilians_ResearchBrief_Nov2013.pdf 
· Understanding Lone-actor Terrorism: A Comparative Analysis with Violent Hate Crimes and Group-based Terrorism http://www.start.umd.edu/start/publications/research_briefs/START_UnderstandingLoneActorTerrorism_ResearchHighlight_Oct2013.pdf 
Oxfam International
· Contribution to Change—An Approach to Evaluating the Role of Intervention in Disaster Recovery http://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/oxfam/bitstream/10546/305537/1/bk-contribution-change-intervention-disaster-recovery-221113-en.pdf
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
· Philippines Disaster Draws Limited Interest, Donations http://www.people-press.org/2013/11/19/philippines-disaster-draws-limited-interest-donations/ 
World Bank
· Building resilience : integrating climate and disaster risk into development - the World Bank Group experience (Vol. 1 of 2) : Main report (English) http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2013/11/18513435/building-resilience-integrating-climate-disaster-risk-development-world-bank-group-experience-vol-1-2-main-report 

· New York Citizen Corp - The New York City Office of Emergency Management
[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK16]NYC CITIZEN CORPS COUNCIL INITIATIVES:
Hazard Mitigation Survey - OEM Wants to Hear from You! 
The OEM Hazard Mitigation Planning Team wants to hear from you. Please take the Hazard Mitigation online survey. The responses to the survey will aid the development of New York City's Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, which will be released in 2014.
New Ready NYC App - OEM Wants to Hear from You! 
The Ready NYC app - a mobile application based on OEM's Ready New York campaign and developed in conjunction with Department of Health and Mental Hygiene - is now available for Android and iPhones. This app features a variety of useful emergency preparedness tools. We are still working on making this app the best it can be, so please click here to tell us what you think! 
We Are New York: "The Storm" Episode 
In partnership with CUNY and the NYC Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs, Citizen Corps has produced a 25 minute episode called "The Storm" as part of the Emmy Award-winning We Are New York series geared towards English-language learners (ELL). The episode focuses on emergency preparedness and access to city resources during emergencies and will be accompanied by various learning materials for beginner and intermediate English language learners.
"The Storm" can be seen regularly on NYC TV's Channel 25 on Thursdays at 5 PM and on Wednesdays at 7 PM. "The Storm" is also available online to view or download at any time. You can find the full episode and study guide here.  
Citizen Corps and ReadyNY will be hosting trainings this winter on how to use these materials. If you are interested in learning more about this project or ordering a toolkit to use these materials in your outreach, please contact Emily Accamando at  eaccamando@oem.nyc.gov 
New York Mets Awarded the 2013 Rick Rescorla National Award for Resilience 
The Department of Homeland Security announced that Monsignor John Brown, Walgreens drugstores, and the New York Mets have been awarded the 2013 Rick Rescorla National Award for Resilience, recognizing their contributions to their communities in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. The New York Mets, working with the City's Office of Emergency Management, opened their facilities to be used as a Logistics Staging Area for more than three and a half months to receive, stage, and distribute unassigned resources prior to or following the storm. Learn more about this award and the recipients here.  
Volunteer for HOPE (Homeless Outreach Population Estimate) 
On January 27, 2014, the Department of Homeless Services will conduct its annual Homeless Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE). It is a unique opportunity to volunteer and participate in an extraordinary citywide effort. Homeless Services needs approximately 3,000 volunteers to help survey the number of homeless individuals living on city streets, parks, and in other public spaces in New York City. Volunteers assist from approximately 10:30 pm to 4:00 am performing HOPE to help the City best project service needs and allocate resources for the street homeless population. Those interested in volunteering should register here and mention they heard about this opportunity through Citizen Corps Council.  
Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities and Other Functional and Access Needs 
Check out this unique instructional video produced by FEMA containing information specific to Americans with disabilities or other access and functional needs regarding emergency preparedness.
Project Hope 
Check out this short, informative video to learn more about Project Hope!  
EmergeNYC
During Hurricane Irene and Sandy, thousands of volunteers spent time in one of the City's Evacuation or Distribution Centers. NYC Service is working with NYC OEM to recruit New Yorkers who can be called upon in case of an emergency to help staff Evacuation Shelters and Commodity Distribution Points. To find out how you can use your skills for good, visit EmergeNYC.
Spread the Word - NYC Citizen Corps Council News (For Nonprofit and Community Organizations)
If you would like to include information in the NYC Citizen Corps Council News, or if there is anyone in your organization or another organization that would benefit from this weekly communication, please email citizencorps@oem.nyc.gov with the relevant information.
 Visit our website for more resources at www.NYC.gov/citizencorps
WEBINARS/EVENTS:
December 5th - Documenting Sandy: Who's Story is It, Who's Will It Become?
BAC Gallery is hosting a panel discussion and presentation with artists, writers, photojournalists, and curators moderated by BAC Folk Art Director Dr. Kay Turner. For more info, click here 
December 5th - Sandy Recovery Training: Building Codes and Elevation Requirements
Supported by Hazard Mitigation from FEMA Region II, this presentation from 10 AM - 12 PM at 
50 Broad St, Suite 1125 will provide info/updates on housing issues, including flood elevation/insurance and updated building codes. These presentations are aimed for those from housing and foreclosure prevention counseling organizations and community development organizations.   
December 5th - Learning from Hurricane Sandy: FEMA's After-Action Report
The FEMA national-level after-action report for Hurricane Sandy was recently released. Come get an overview of FEMA's perspective on what worked and what needed improvement, and get some insight into how FEMA develops its After-Action reports from FEMA staff. This event is hosted by John Jay College from 1:30 - 3:30 PM. To RSVP, click here.  
December 8th - Special Needs Expo New York City
Nearly 100 special needs resources for children and adults will be available under one roof when Special Needs Expos New York City welcomes families and friends to the Metropolitan Pavilion at 125 W. 18th St. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The event will deliver essential information to parents and caregivers, as well as give the kids a fun-filled day. Visitors are encouraged to meet with product/service professionals one on one and learn about innovative products and services that are specifically geared to make life more manageable and productive for the special needs community. For more info, click here. 
December 10th - How Unique was Hurricane Sandy? Long Term Sedimentary Reconstructions of Extreme Coastal Flooding from New York Harbor
Hosted by the Hudson River Foundation, this seminar, which will also be simultaneously broadcast via webinar, will explore environmental and scientific questions raised by Hurricane Sandy. For more info and registration, click here.   
December 11th - Job and Training Resource Fair in Coney Island
#ConeyRecovers and the Alliance for Coney Island, in partnership with Turner Construction, will host a job training and resource fair from 3:00 - 7:00 PM in the MCU Park Baseball Gallery (1904 Surf Avenue). The fair will feature a variety of organizations, including Non-traditional Employment for Women (NEW), Local 79 Construction & Laborers Unit, Touro College, Turner Construction, Green City Force, and more. Visit #ConeyRecovers for more information. 
December 11th - Financial Needs Assessment and Literacy Training for DCMs
United Way of New York City is sponsoring a financial literacy training session for disaster case managers. The training is free. For more info and registration, click here. 
January 7th - Emergency Preparedness & Building Resilient Communities: A Four Part Series
DOHMH, OEM and CAUSE-NY in conjunction with The Bronx Long-Term Recovery Group present a four-part series on emergency preparedness. Participants can attend individual sessions but are encouraged to participate in all four parts of the series. For more info and registration, click here 
Training Courses - Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network
The Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network (PCEPN) has developed a comprehensive training schedule for New York City's primary care centers. These courses have been designed to develop and enhance staff knowledge around some of the basic core competencies of emergency management. Visit www.pcepn.org for dates and detailed training course descriptions. To register, click here. Please note that you do not need to be a PCEPN member to participate.    
Talking Transition
Right now, thousands of New Yorkers are sharing their ideas and opinions on the future of the city. Are you? Through Talking Transition, communities, nonprofits, policy advocates, leaders, and residents are talking about the issues that matter most as we transition to a new mayoral administration. The heart of the action is at a large outdoor tent on Canal Street and Sixth Avenue, with mobile tents popping up in neighborhoods across the five boroughs.
New Degrees in Emergency Management and Business Continuity at MCNY
Metropolitan College of New York is pleased to announce two new undergraduate degrees:  the Associate of Arts and the Bachelor of Arts in Emergency Management & Business Continuity. The new programs, scheduled to launch in January 2014, will meet the professional development needs of individuals who would like to advance their existing careers or pursue new careers within homeland security, emergency management, business continuity, disaster recovery, project management, and international humanitarian emergency response. Click here to learn more.
SANDY RECOVERY:
Mold Treatment Program (Deadline 12/6)
The NRNYC mold treatment program, which has successfully treated mold in more than 1,800 homes in New York City, is ending. Slots in the program remain for approximately 200 homes, and program administrators ask that folks involved in recovery help spread the word and make referrals. Click here for more information.
Neighborhood Grants 2014 (Deadline 1/27/14)
Citizens Committee awards micro-grants of up to $3,000 to resident-led groups to work on community and school improvement projects throughout the city. They prioritize groups based in low income neighborhoods and Title I public schools.  Visit their website for more information, grant guidelines, and a copy of the application.  
FEMA Proof of Loss Filing Extension (Deadline 4/28/14)
A six month extension has been granted to Sandy survivors still in need of filing a critical legal document that itemizes losses they feel should be covered in insurance settlements. The document, titled a Proof of Loss form is crucial to accessing federal relief funds such as those available through the New York State Housing Recovery Program. Read more on the extension and form here. 
Sandy Tracker Website Launched
The Bloomberg Administration launched a new website yesterday that tracks the billions of federal dollars allocated for the city's response to Hurricane Sandy. The site summarizes the amount of funds received, as well as expenditures to date. Click here to visit the site.
Priorities at NYC Build It Back
Last month, NYC Build it Back began holding its Option Review Meetings with numerous registrants. Click here to read more about applicant priorities and learn how to estimate your NYC Build it Back priority. At these Option Review Meetings, homeowners will learn of their preliminary Award decision, have the opportunity to review their application entirely, and learn about the construction process in the Repair and Rebuild pathways. For questions or concerns, call 212-615-8329 or write to housing@recovery.nyc.gov  
New Program to Assist Single-Family Home Owners Impacted by Hurricane Sandy
The Mayor's Fund to Advance New York City and the Mayor's Office of Housing Recovery Operations announced a new program to assist single-family homeowners impacted by Hurricane Sandy. The program, assisting New Yorkers who may not be eligible for the City's Build it Back program due to federal rules and restrictions, will provide income-eligible residents with a range of structural and non-structural repairs for homes damaged by Hurricane Sandy through $14 million in privately raised funds. For more info, click here
NY Rising Community Conceptual Plans Released
The New York Rising Community Reconstruction Program, which has been established to provide additional rebuilding and revitalization assistance to Communities severely damaged by Hurricanes Sandy, Irene, and Tropical Storm Lee, released community conceptual plans for the future of our city. To find community specific documents, meetings, maps, and other pertinent resources, click here . 
HUD Announces $5 Billion in Additional Funds
The Department of Housing and Urban Development announced an additional $5 billion in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Disaster Recovery funds to assist impacted communities in meeting unmet housing, economic development, and infrastructure needs. Grantee candidates must include a risk assessment in their plans to ensure long-term resilience. For more info, click here
Change in Federal Housing Admin Loan Program
The Federal Housing Administration's 203(k) loan program, which covers purchase and renovation costs in a single mortgage, has temporarily lifted a regulation banning changes to the home's foundation. The temporary loan category -- for which eligibility is limited to homes severely flooded during Sandy -- means that homes requiring elevation to reduce flood risk may now qualify for 203(k) renovation loans. Read the full story here 
Department of Labor Funds Available
$27.7 million received by the State in federal Disaster National Emergency Grant (NEG) funds will be used to hire cleanup workers in communities affected by Hurricane Sandy. The funds are accessible through NYS Department of Labor Jobs for Cleanup Work program, and workers who lost their jobs as a direct result of Sandy, as well as those who were unemployed prior to the storm, are eligible to apply for temporary positions. More information and application links here.
NYC Sandy Unmet Needs Roundtable
Disaster Case Managers can apply for various assistance and relief materials through the Sandy Unmet Needs Roundtable. Any NYC resident directly impacted by Sandy regardless of FEMA approval or immigration status can qualify for assistance. All application must first apply to public sources and demonstrate financial need. For residents without a Disaster Case Manager call 855-258-0483.  For Case Managers: to submit an application get trained by NYDIS (email unmetneeds@nydis.org).  
Bed Materials Available through DCMs
The Salvation Army announced recently the availability of beds for Sandy-impacted residents working with disaster case managers. Any bed material destroyed or ruined during Sandy is eligible for replacement through this program, and recipients must be ready to receive the bed delivery within 1-2 weeks of acceptance. For more information, contact Ariel Bloomer at the Salvation Army or your local FEMA VAL.
Free Smoke and CO Detectors
The NYC Fire Department is giving away 2000 smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to Sandy survivors (62 and older or those with a hearing impairment) free of charge in the following Brooklyn areas: Sheepshead Bay, Gerritsen Beach, Marine Park, Coney Island, and Brighton Beach. For more information or to request a detector, please contact Christoper Hogan/718-281-3872.
Volunteer with New York Cares! 
New York Cares is looking to fill a few hundred volunteer slots over the next few weeks, with volunteer opportunities ranging from park clean-ups and composting, rebuilding, sorting and pantry help, and celebration and remembrance events.  All of the projects are listed and available for sign-up on their website here 
Volunteer with Met Council!
Join Met Council's new Helpful Hands volunteer program to provide assistance one-on-one. Help our clients with urgent unmet needs like moving and packing, light carpentry/furniture assembly, yard cleanup, and other tasks as needed. For more info, call 212-453-9508 or email volunteer@metcouncil.org 
Hurricane Sandy NY Resource List
Check out these great tools to see some of the resources available to New Yorkers in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
· NY Disaster Grants Resources Guide (UPDATED)  
· NY State Recovery Resources Center  
· Brooklyn Community Foundation- Recovery Resources  
· NY Hurricane Sandy Disaster Recovery Resources (UPDATED)   
· NYDIS: Online Sandy Recovery Guide & Resources (with Widgets)  

Thank you and enjoy the weekend,   

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

 “FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”

FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government Web sites, companies or applications.   

