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“Large” Measles Outbreak Possible, CDC Says
The measles outbreak is up to 103 reported cases in 14 states as of January 30th, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). These numbers 
are expected to rise. Linked to a single outbreak at Disneyland in California, visitors 
have since taken the disease back to their states where it may spread. 

While the current case is making national news, 2014 saw the highest number of 
measles cases in over a decade with over 600 cases, more than three times 2013’s 
numbers and over 10 times 2012’s numbers. The majority of cases are among un-
vaccinated people, pushing the question of vaccination exemptions to the forefront 
of the national dialog. For example, over 18,000 kindergarteners in California have 
not been vaccinated against measles due to exemptions. 

Measles is considered one of the most contagious of all infectious diseases. Many of 
the symptoms of measles include things normally seen this time of year from colds 
and flu: runny nose, fever, cough, sore throat, sneezing, and red eyes. These are 
followed by a rash that spreads over the body. Three in 10 will develop complica-
tions such as pneumonia and ear infections; some will develop more life-threatening 
or life-changing complications.

An outbreak at a large national tourist venue is a worst-case scenario for disease 
spread. First responders, medical facility staff, and public health departments across 
the country should educate themselves on this disease and be prepared for patients. 
The CDC has a Health Alert Network Advisory containing recommendations for 
health care providers.

(Source: CDC)

Ebola Guidance for Law Enforcement, Government
The CDC launched a new section of its Ebola website specifically for Healthcare 
Workers and Settings. It contains information for different types of healthcare loca-
tions (e.g., EMS, hospitals, and laboratories) and topics, including personal protec-
tive equipment and evaluating patients. 

Also released by the CDC is a three-page “Ebola Fact Sheet for Law Enforcement” 
(PDF, 184 Kb). This concise flier can serve as a quick handout to personnel to in-
form them of typical Ebola symptoms to look for, their risk of exposure, and how they 
can protect themselves.
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The InfoGram is distributed weekly to provide members of the Emergency Services 
Sector with information concerning the protection of their critical infrastructures.
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The Network for Public Health Law has a new resource, “Ebola Public Health Emer-
gency Legal Preparedness and Response FAQs.” Also three pages, the document 
discusses overlapping authorities between federal, state, and local officials; the 
legalities of quarantine and restricting domestic travel; and the rights of health and 
hospital workers.

Finally, the CDC has made grant money available for “accelerated state and local 
public health preparedness planning and operational readiness for responding to 
Ebola.”  For more information on the grant and eligibility, go to www.grants.gov and 
search for CDC-RFA-TP12-12010302SUPP15.

(Source: CDC)

Naloxone Resources for First Responders
The State of Kentucky recently announced it is purchasing Naloxone heroin over-
dose reversal kits for hospitals with the highest rates of overdose deaths, and over-
dose patients will receive a free kit when they are discharged. Kentucky joins many 
public safety agencies and health care groups in doing this, hoping it will save the 
lives of people with heroin addictions and give them another chance. 

More resources are coming available to those interested in outfitting their personnel 
with kits. The Bureau of Justice Assistance’s National Training and Technical Assis-
tance Center hosts the Law Enforcement Naloxone Toolkit website, which offers free 
downloads and information on training, administration, liability, and how to obtain 
Naloxone. GetNaloxoneNow.org also provides online training to both first respond-
ers and citizens.

Both opiate use and overdose fatalities are increasing in the United States. Fast 
treatment of opiate overdoses can save lives, and first responders should know the 
symptoms of opioid overdose, which include pinpoint pupils, unconsciousness, and 
respiratory depression. Death typically occurs within 45-90 minutes of the overdose.

(Source: Bureau of Justice Assistance)

SAFER Grants Applications Begin February 9th
The Staffing for Adequate Fire and EMS Response (SAFER) grant application pe-
riod will open this Monday, February 9th and remain open until 5 p.m. on March 6th. 
This application period is for the 2014 SAFER grant. This round is funded for $340 
million.

SAFER grants provide funding to fire departments to help increase or maintain the 
number of trained firefighters available to their communities, enabling career depart-
ments to hire firefighters and volunteer departments to work on recruiting and reten-
tion. SAFER helps to boost a department’s ability to conform to response, staffing, 
and operational standards. 

The process for applying for this grant opportunity is involved. Application support 
tools, resources, self-evaluation sheets, and an application checklist are available 
on the SAFER grant website. In addition, interested parties can sign up for the free 
biweekly emailed alert. 

(Source: FEMA)
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