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CHAPTER 217. VEHICLE TITLES AND
REGISTRATION

SUBCHAPTER A. MOTOR VEHICLE TITLES
43 TAC §217.3

The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (department) proposes
amendments to Chapter 217, Vehicle Titles and Registration,
Subchapter A, §217.3, Motor Vehicle Titles.

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

The amendments are proposed to address the consequences of
Senate Bill 449, 84th Legislature, Regular Session, 2015, which
added autocycles to those items that are considered to be motor
vehicles. The amendments also clarify the titling requirements
of certain house trailer-type vehicles and assembled vehicles.
More specifically, the proposed amendments to §217.3 add au-
tocycles to the definition of motorcycle for the purposes of ob-
taining a Texas title. Additionally, amendments are proposed
regarding house trailer-type vehicles including changes to clar-
ify size required to register, and clarify the eligibility of certain
house trailer-type vehicles for Texas title under Transportation
Code, Chapter 501.

Proposed amendments clarify language regarding assembled
vehicles, including assembled vehicles that have never been is-
sued title in any jurisdiction; creation of vehicles from different
vehicle classes, and vehicles that are not eligible for Texas title;
information required to be submitted to establish the vehicle's
identification number, and adds language providing provisions
for assembled vehicles which have previously been titled. Addi-
tional proposed amendments provide methods for establishing
the model year for assembled vehicles and noting remarks to be
placed on titles for reconstructed vehicles or assembled replica
vehicles, and clarifies assembled vehicles that are not eligible
for Texas title.

FISCAL NOTE

Linda M. Flores, Chief Financial Officer, has determined that for
each of the first five years the amendments as proposed are in
effect, there will be no fiscal implications for state or local gov-
ernments as a result of enforcing or administering the proposed
amendments.

Jeremiah Kuntz, Director of the Vehicle, Titles and Registra-
tion Division, has certified that there will be no impact on local
economies or overall employment as a result of enforcing or ad-
ministering the amendments.

PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST

Mr. Kuntz has also determined that for each year of the first
five years the amendments are in effect, the public benefit antic-
ipated as a result of enforcing or administering the amendments
will be that more travel trailers will be allowed to be titled. The
changes related to assembled vehicles will provide the public
with greater clarity as to eligibility for title and inspection require-
ments of assembled vehicles. The proposed changes will also

discourage the operation on Texas roads of certain unsafe vehi-
cles, thereby increasing public safety.

There are no anticipated economic costs for persons required
to comply with the proposed amendments. There are no an-
ticipated adverse economic effects on small businesses or mi-
cro-businesses.

TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The department has determined that this proposal affects no pri-
vate real property interests and that this proposal does not re-
strict or limit an owner's right to property that would otherwise
exist in the absence of government action, and so does not con-
stitute a taking or require a takings impact assessment under
Government Code, §2007.043.

SUBMITTAL OF COMMENTS

Written comments on the proposed amendments may be submit-
ted to David D. Duncan, General Counsel, Texas Department of
Motor Vehicles, 4000 Jackson Avenue, Building 1, Austin, Texas
78731 or by email to rules@txdmv.gov. The deadline for receipt
of comments is 5:00 p.m. on January 4, 2016.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The amendments are proposed under Transportation Code,
§1002.001, which provides the board of the Texas Department
of Motor Vehicles with the authority to adopt rules that are
necessary and appropriate to implement the powers and du-
ties of the department under the laws of this state; and more
specifically, Transportation Code, §501.0041, which provides
the department may adopt rules to administer Chapter 501,
Certificate of Title Act.

CROSS REFERENCE TO STATUTE
Transportation Code, Chapters 501, 502, 548, and §504.501.
$217.3.  Motor Vehicle Titles.

Unless otherwise exempted by law or this chapter, the owner of any
motor vehicle that is required to be registered in accordance with Trans-
portation Code, Chapter 502, shall apply for a Texas title in accordance
with Transportation Code, Chapter 501.

(1) Motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, autocycles, and
mopeds.

(A) The title requirements of a motorcycle, mo-
tor-driven cycle, autocycle, and moped are the same requirements
prescribed for any motor vehicle.

(B) A vehicle that meets the criteria for a moped and
has been certified as a moped by the Department of Public Safety will
be registered and titled as a moped. If the vehicle does not appear on
the list of certified mopeds published by that agency, the vehicle will
be treated as a motorcycle for title and registration purposes.

(2) Farm vehicles.

(A) The term motor vehicle does not apply to imple-
ments of husbandry, which may not be titled.

(B) Farm tractors owned by agencies exempt from reg-
istration fees in accordance with Transportation Code, §502.453, are
required to be titled and registered with "Exempt" license plates issued
in accordance with Transportation Code, §502.451.

(C) Farm tractors used as road tractors to mow rights
of way or used to move commodities over the highway for hire are
required to be registered and titled.
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(D) Farm semitrailers with a gross weight of more than
4,000 pounds that are registered in accordance with Transportation
Code, §502.146, may be issued a Texas title.

(3) Neighborhood electric vehicles. The title requirements
of a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) are the same requirements
prescribed for any motor vehicle.

(4) Trailers, semitrailers, and house trailers. Owners of
trailers and semitrailers shall apply for and receive a Texas title for any
stand alone (full) trailer, including homemade or shopmade full trail-
ers, or any semitrailer having a gross weight in excess of 4,000 pounds.
Owners of trailers having a gross weight of 4,000 pounds or less may
apply for and receive a Texas title. House trailer-type vehicles must
meet the criteria outlined in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph to be
titled.

(A) The rated carrying capacity will not be less than
one-third of its empty weight.

(B) Mobile office trailers, mobile oil field laboratories,
and mobile oil field bunkhouses are not designed as dwellings, but are
classified as commercial semitrailers and must be registered and titled
as commercial semitrailers if operated on the public streets and high-
ways.

(C) House trailer-type vehicles and camper trailers
must meet the following criteria in order to be titled.

(i) A house trailer-type vehicle designed for living
quarters and that is eight body feet or more in width and [er] forty
body feet or more in length (not including the hitch), is classified as a
manufactured home or mobile home and is not eligible for a Texas title
under Transportation Code, Chapter 501 [titled under the Texas Man-
ufactured Housing Standards Aet; Oceupations Cede; Chapter 1201
administered by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Af-
fairs].

(i)  Ahouse trailer-type vehicle that is less than eight
feet in width or [and] less than forty feet in length is classified as a travel
trailer and shall be registered and titled.

(iii) A camper trailer shall be titled as a house trailer
and shall be registered with travel trailer license plates.

(iv) A recreational park model type trailer that is pri-
marily designed as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping
or seasonal use, is built on a single chassis, and is 400 square feet or
less when measured at the largest horizontal projection when in the set
up mode shall be titled as a house trailer and may be issued travel trailer
license plates. If the park model type trailer exceeds one hundred two
inches in width or forty feet in length, the title will include a brand to
indicate that an oversize permit must be obtained to move the trailer on
the public roads.

(5) Assembled vehicles.

(A) An assembled vehicle is a vehicle assembled from
the three basic component parts (motor, frame, and body), except that
amotorcycle must have a frame and motor, and a trailer or travel trailer
will have no motor, and that is:

(i) assembled from new or used materials and parts
by someone not regulated as a motor vehicle manufacturer;

(ii)  altered or modified to the extent that it no longer
reflects the original manufacturer's configuration; or

(iii) assembled from a kit even if a Manufacturer's
Certificate of Origin or Manufacturer's Statement of Origin is provided.

(B) A newly [Ar] assembled vehicle, for which a title
has never been issued in this jurisdiction or any other, may be titled if:

(i) itisassembled and completed with a body, motor,
and frame, except that a motorcycle must have a frame and motor, and
a trailer or travel trailer will have no motor;

(ii) it is not created from different vehicle classes,
(as established by the Federal Highway Administration, except as pro-
vided by subparagraph (C) of this paragraph) [that coempenent parts
and vans ean be interchanged with ene anether], that were never engi-
neered or manufactured to be combined with one another;

(iii) it has all safety components required by federal
law during the year of assembly, unless the vehicle qualifies and is reg-
istered as a custom vehicle or street rod in accordance with Transporta-
tion Code, §504.501;

(iv) itis not a vehicle described by paragraph (6) of
this section; [designed as a dune buggy, designed by the manufacturer
for en-track racing; or designed by the manufacturer as an off-read
passenger vehicle;]

(v) for a vehicle assembled with a body, motor, and
frame, the applicant provides proof, on a form prescribed by the de-
partment, of a safety inspection performed by an Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE) technician with valid certification as a Certified Mas-
ter Automobile and Light Truck Technician, certifying that the vehicle:

(1) is structurally stable;

(II) meets the necessary conditions to be oper-
ated safely on the roadway; and

(I11) is equipped and operational with all equip-
ment required by statute or rule as a condition of sale during the year
the vehicle was assembled unless it is being inspected pursuant to Sub-
chapter G of this chapter;

(vi) for a vehicle assembled with a body, motor, and
frame, the applicant submits a copy of the Certified Master Automobile
and Light Truck Technician's ASE certification; [and]

(vii) the applicant submits a Rebuilt Vehicle State-
ment; and[;]

(viii)  the applicant submits the following to establish
the vehicle's vehicle identification number:

(I) an Application for Assigned or Reassigned
Number, and Notice of Assigned Number or Installation of Reassigned
Vehicle Identification Number, on forms prescribed by the department;
or[:]

(1l) acceptable proof, as established by the de-
partment, of a vehicle identification number assigned by the manufac-
turer of the component part by which the vehicle will be identified.

(C) Component parts from the following vehicle classes
may be interchanged with one another or used in the creation of an
assembled vehicle:

(i) 2-axle, 4-tire passenger cars;

(ii) 2-axle, 4 tire pickups, panels and vans;

(iii)  6-tire dually pickups, of which the rear tires are

dual tires.

(D) [€©)] The ASE inspection for a newly assembled
vehicle required under subparagraph (B) of this paragraph is in addition
to the inspection required by Transportation Code, Chapter 548, except
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avehicle that qualifies and is registered as a custom vehicle or street rod
in accordance with Transportation Code, §504.501, is exempt from the
inspection required under Transportation Code, Chapter 548, for the
duration the vehicle is registered as such.

(E) Anassembled vehicle which has previously been ti-
tled and/or registered in this or any other jurisdiction is subject to sub-

(C) vehicles designed or determined by the department
to be for on-track racing, unless such vehicles meet Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) for on-road use and are reported to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration;

(D) vehicles designed or determined by the department
to be for off-road use only, unless specifically defined as a "motor ve-

paragraph (B)(i) - (iv) of this paragraph, but is not subject to subpara-

hicle" in Transportation Code, Chapter 501); or

graph (B)(v) - (viii); however, it is subject to the inspection required
by Transportation Code, Chapter 548, except a vehicle that qualifies
and is registered as a custom vehicle or street rod in accordance with
Transportation Code, §504.501.

(F) An assembled vehicle will be titled using the year it
was assembled as the model year and "ASSEMBLED" or "ASVE" as
the make of the vehicle unless the body of the vehicle is established to
the department's satisfaction to be an original body from a particular

(E) vehicles assembled, built, constructed, rebuilt, or
reconstructed in any manner with:

(i) abody or frame from a vehicle which is a "nonre-
pairable motor vehicle" as that term is defined in Transportation Code,

§501.091(9); or

(i) _a motor or engine from a vehicle which is flood
damaged, water damaged, or any other term which may reasonably

year and make. An assembled vehicle utilizing an original body may

establish the vehicle from which the motor or engine was obtained is a

be titled by the year and the make of the original body but must reflect

loss due to a water related event.

a "RECONSTRUCTED" remark. An assembled vehicle not utilizing
an original body may obtain a title with a "REPLICA" remark featur-
ing the year and make of the replica if the vehicle resembles a prior
model year vehicle. This subparagraph applies regardless of how the
vehicle's model year or make was previously identified in this or any
other jurisdiction.

(6) Not Eligible for Title. The following are not eligible for
a Texas title regardless of the vehicle's previous title and/or registration
in this or any other jurisdiction:

(A) vehicles that are missing or are stripped of their mo-
tor, frame, or body, to the extent that it materially alters the manufac-
turer's original design or makes the vehicle unsafe for on-road operation
as determined by the department;

(B) vehicles designed or determined by the department
to be a dune buggy;

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on November 17,
2015.
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