Catalytic Converter Theft Advisory

Theft of Catalytic converters from Trucks and SUVs	                                 January 9, 2013
Facts: In Northeast Minneapolis 7 vehicles have had the catalytic converters stolen since Decmber 1st, 2012. The majority of the vehicles affected have been Toyota trucks and sport utility vehicles due to easy access and exposure of the converter. A catalytic converter is part of the vehicle exhaust system that is located under a vehicle on the exhaust pipe before the muffler(s). Metals contained in catalytic converters can be taken to metal recyclers where an average of $50 dollars is earned for the precious metals inside.General Information:
Converter theft has become popular because of their value, relative ease to steal (unbolt or cut out), and their lack of identifying markings. 
Victims pay an average of $1,000 ( or an average $250/$500 insurance deductible) to get the converter(s) replaced. However, It can cost as much as $4,000.
Any vehicle manufactured after 1974 can be a target. Toyota trucks and SUV models ranging from the 90s to late 2000’s are vulnerable because of the easy access, exposure and additional converters on some models.
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Suspect Information:
There is no suspect information publicly available at this time. 
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What you can do:
•Call 911 when you witness suspicious activity and/or people around 
your property or block, especially under trucks or sport utility vehicles
•Park your vehicle in a garage if possible
•Educate your friends and neighbors about catalytic converter theft so they can look out too.
•Install a catalytic converter protection device
•Get your catalytic converter etched with your license plate number
•If your catalytic converter is stolen you will know when you start your vehicle. It will sound like you do not have a muffler.
[image: ]
Contact Crime Prevention Specialist Susan Bradshaw Susan.bradshaw@minneapolismn.gov or 612-673-2874 with any questions or concerns. Minneapolis Police Department, 2nd Precinct 1911 Central Ave NE Inspector Bruce Jensen 612-673-5702
image2.gif
Catalytic converters

Inroduced in the 1970s, these devices use
expensive metals as catalysts to convert
harmful pollutants into less harmful
emissions.

Metal worth their mettie
Precious metals are traded by the troy
ounce. Ofthe base metals in catalytic
converters, nickel is the most expensive
at about $15 per pound. The top three
precious metals in catalytic converters
are rhodium at $9,244 per troy ounce, platinum at $2,043 per troy
ounce and palladium at $490 per troy ounce. Scrap ealers pay
$50 to $200 for catalytic converters.
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Location of Catalytic Converter
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