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DNR NEWS – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	
Media contact: Leslie McInenly, DNR big game program leader, 651-259-5198, leslie.mcinenly@state.mn.us.  
Apply now to hunt elk in Minnesota
Hunters have until Friday, June 12, to apply for one of seven elk licenses offered this year by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 

Hunters interested in applying for a license can find maps of the two hunting zones and other pertinent information on the DNR website at www.mndnr.gov/hunting/elk. Elk licenses will be available in Kittson County’s central and northeast zones, while the Grygla area will be closed to enable that area’s elk population to rebuild to goal levels.

“The goals of the state’s elk management plan influence the number of hunting licenses available,” said Leslie McInenly, DNR big game program leader. “The management plan aims to balance the interest of hunters, landowners and others.”

The DNR has started a public process to revisit the elk management plan with the intent to update objectives by 2016. Goals in the current plan were established for 2009 to 2015. 

Aerial surveys report fewer elk
As a result of lower elk numbers, fewer licenses will be offered and this year’s hunt will be restricted to one season. The 2015 elk season runs from Saturday, Sept. 12, to Sunday, Sept. 20. Five bulls-only licenses will be available in the Kittson County central zone (zone 20) and two bulls-only licenses will be available in the Kittson County northeast zone (zone 30). One landowner license will be available in the Kittson County central elk zone.

McInenly said aerial surveys conducted this winter in the Grygla area (zone 10) identified 18 elk, which is the lowest count in a number of years and is below the pre-calving goal range of 30 to 38 animals. This is the third year in a row that the herd has been below goal and a season has not been held.

The aerial survey conducted in the Kittson County central zone (zone 20) also indicated a population decline, with 34 elk observed this year. While the herd has declined in size, it is still above the established population goal of 20 to 30 animals.  

Elk within the Kittson County northeast zone spend a portion of the year in Manitoba, Canada.  A short-term population goal of 150 to 200 elk has been collaboratively established for this international herd, which consists of approximately 100 elk.

Apply at any DNR license agent, the DNR License Center at 500 Lafayette Road in St. Paul, www.mndnr.gov/buyalicense or by telephone at 888-665-4236. Hunters may apply individually or in parties of two. There is a non-refundable application fee of $4 per hunter. License cost is $287.
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DNR NEWS – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE		                                            May 14, 2015
Media contacts: Jean Goad, information officer, Minnesota Interagency Fire Center, 
218-322-2739, jean.goad@state.mn.us; or Linda Gormanson, DNR wildfire prevention supervisor, 651-259-5288, linda.gormanson@state.mn.us. 
DNR lifts burning restrictions in much of Minnesota 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is lifting burning restrictions today, May 14, in numerous Minnesota counties due to decreased fire danger because of precipitation and 
green-up. This means burning permits will be available for burning of vegetative materials. 
Although the state is lifting restrictions, local counties or municipalities may have specific regulations or restrictions that affect burning. Check with local authorities to obtain proper permits before burning.
Up-to-date fire conditions and burning restrictions can be found at www.mndnr.gov/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html. 
Also, because fire danger can change quickly, DNR foresters are able to restrict burning permits in individual counties whenever conditions warrant. This could occur if there is a dry, windy day where fires could start easily and burn quickly.
The DNR advises anyone doing burning to keep burn piles small, have a water supply nearby and stay with the fire until it is completely out. If fire escapes, the person who started the fire is responsible for the damage and suppression costs.
Burning permits are available through state and federal forestry offices, from local fire wardens or online by paying a $5 fee per calendar year. Online permits need to be activated on the day of the burn. 
Burning restrictions will remain in place in northern Minnesota until sufficient green-up occurs. 
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NOTE TO MEDIA: Map of counties where restrictions have been lifted is available at ftp://mediaroom.dnr.state.mn.us in folder named “news release resources,” then in folder named “05-14-15 restrictions lifted.”
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