
 
 
 
 
Contact:  Bethany Manimbo, 240-777-2064, bmanimbo@visitmontgomery.com  
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Montgomery County Visitor Spending Hits Record High of $1.75 Billion in 2014 
Hospitality Community Expresses Value of the Tourism Industry 

February 23, 2016; Rockville, MD: Visit Montgomery has some exciting news regarding calendar 

year 2014 visitor spending in Montgomery County! Data reveals that travel and tourism is a 

driving economic engine for the County, according to research conducted by Tourism 

Economics. Visit Montgomery President and CEO, Kelly Groff, stated: “Our County is very 

appealing to visitors because of its numerous and easily accessible amenities like lodging, 

shopping, dining, and entertainment. Our close work with the hospitality community helps bring 

more leisure travelers as well as attract conferences and sports tournaments to help increase 

visitors.” 

According to the study, Montgomery County welcomed more than 8 million visitors, including 

over 3 million overnight visitors.  These visitors spent $1.75 billion in 2014 which means that 

travelers spent $200,000 per hour in the county and this spending represented 10.7% of all 

visitor dollars spent in the state. In 2014, the number of visitors grew 6.1% with sales totals up 

3.7%.  

Local hospitality businesses have noticed a clear connection between a rise in visitor spending 

and a working relationship with Visit Montgomery.  “The partnership with our Destination 

Marketing Organization (DMO) is critical to the success and growth of the SoccerPlex,” said Trish 

Heffelfinger, Executive Director of the Maryland Soccer Foundation. “Not only do we rely on 

them for housing services for out of town teams who attend our tournaments and events, but 

they are also a marketing partner. They help extend our brand and reach by marketing 

Montgomery County as a destination. The SoccerPlex provides an economic impact of $24 

million annually to Montgomery County. Visit Montgomery understands the value of sports 

tourism to the business community. It’s a very supportive relationship.” 
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“Through the years, I have witnessed phenomenal growth with leisure related group 

reservations due to Visit Montgomery’s efforts at trade shows and events,” says Keith McNeill, 

General Manager of the Bethesda Marriott and Visit Montgomery Board Chairman. “I expect 

visitor numbers to keep growing over the next few years. Visit Montgomery’s invaluable 

guidance to customers through our county will be instrumental in procuring the best proposals 

from the hotels.”  

 

“As one of the newest hotels in Montgomery County we are extremely pleased to see how the 

local businesses and tourists to the area have embraced our new hotel,” said Don Swedberg, 

General Manager of the Cambria Hotel & Suites Rockville, a top-rated hotel on TripAdvisor. 

“Being the only hotel in downtown Rockville and surrounded by a wide variety of shops, dining 

and entertainment options, has helped give us a strong first year. The City of Rockville and 

Montgomery County have seen many changes and we are proud to be a part of the 

development in the area as well as the future growth in this region.” 

 

Tourism means more to the county than just the number of visitors and the business sales they 

represent. Tourism supports nearly 29,000 jobs in the county – 6.3% of all jobs in the county. 

Statewide, tourism ‘saves’ each household more than $1,000 – the amount each household in 

MD would need to contribute to replace state and local tax revenues generated by visitor 

activity.  

 
 

                                                                                           ### 

About Visit Montgomery: 
The mission of Visit Montgomery is to enthusiastically promote, market and sell Montgomery County, 
Maryland as a destination for meetings, conventions and individual travelers, fostering economic 
development and benefiting and supporting members and the overall business community.  It is Visit 
Montgomery’s goal to show leadership and be regarded as a quality organization of experts and 
advocates of its members, partnering with local, county and state organizations and government officials 
in an effort to further these goals. 


