
 
 
 
December 23, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Greg Fischer 
Mayor 
Louisville Metro Government 
527 W. Jefferson St. 
Louisville, KY 40202 
 
 
Dear Mayor Fischer: 
 
I have been pleased to serve you and the community as a member of the MSD board, however 
please accept this letter as my resignation from the board, effective today. I also am withdrawing 
the ethics complaints filed December 15. 
 
As you are aware, the MSD board made the difficult decision last Monday to temporarily remove 
the recognition of LIUNA, following our legal council’s advice that it would be against state law to 
allow a third-party arbitrator to make decision on behalf of the board. This was a difficult decision 
after months of negotiations working toward a new contract that would benefit MSD employees, 
while being a steward of the public’s dollars. 
 
The negotiation process between MSD and the union has been protracted and, at times, quite 
contentious. It has spanned nearly the entire time I have served on the board and unfortunately 
the contentiousness has reached me, and my family, at home as well as my business. In spite of 
that, I’ve continued to serve the board and work toward the best interests of the community.  
 
Recently, a text was taken out of context with suggestion by some that there was racial 
undertone, which is absolutely untrue. I offer my apologies to those who found the text offensive. 
It was a careless and unfortunate word choice during a difficult situation and does not reflect my 
values. I admire and respect the hard work of all MSD employees in protecting public health and 
safety.   
 
During my time on the board, I worked to fulfill the duties and responsibilities that were expected: 
to protect the rate payers of Jefferson County; to ensure that MSD maintained legal, ethical and 
governance standards; and to serve the men and women who work for MSD in providing 
excellent wastewater and stormwater services. 
  
I hope with my resignation that the MSD board can move forward and continue to serve the 
community without distraction.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Tom Austin  
 
 
cc:  Greg Heitzman 
 MSD Board Members 


