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The April meeting was a great success with
good turnout and an excellent presentation

From the Alderman

CITY’S MISSION STATEMENT

“The City of Evanston is committed to
promoting the highest quality of life for
all residents by providing fiscally sound,
responsive municipal services and 
delivering those services equitably, 
professionally with the highest degree 
of integrity.”

VISION STATEMENT 

“Creating the most livable City in America.”
We in the FIFTH WARD will do our best
to help fulfill both of these.

The presenter was Ina Sherman CADC, from the Doreen E. Chapman
Center at North Shore University HealthSystem. Ms. Sherman is well
known to us because she writes articles for the monthly newsletter, and
they are always interesting and informative. The presentation covered
the program options offered by the Center, such as Assessment; Partial
Hospitalization; Intensive Outpatient Programs; Family Programs;
Relapse Prevention Planning and Coordination with outpatient providers
and Employee Assistance Professionals. They also provide integrated
services for Adolescents who have substance use disorder and co-
occurring mental health concerns. 

Learning about this resource being available in our community is very
helpful to many residents, as well as learning how to read the signs,
when you suspect there is a problem.

Ms. Sherman then shared information about new drugs that are
impacting the community especially the Youth and Young Adults. One of
the latest is “dabbing” which comes from a form of Marijuana and its sig-
nificant negative impact on the brain development in Adolescents.

Following the presentation there was a very lively discussion.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS MOST 
FIRST & THIRD MONDAYS
City Chambers second floor – 
8:30pm. Meetings are aired live 
on Cable T.V. Channel 16.

5TH WARD MEETINGS 3RD
THURSDAYS OF EVERY MONTH
Fleetwood Jourdain Community
Center. Meetings start at 7pm.

Download past Newsletters 
on the City Website

http://www.cityofevanston.org/government/city-council/
5th-ward-alderman/index.php
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Community Services
for extensive list, visit:
www.cityofevanston.org

City of Evanston 
Contact the City of Evanston for all of
your service needs by calling 3-1-1. 
Or 847-448-4311

Services
Fleetwood-Jourdain Center

847-448-8254

Hispanic / Latino Outreach
847-866-0319

Minority Bus. Asst./MBE Coord.
847-448-8104

Youth Engagement Coordinator
847-448-8049

___________________________________

5th Ward Committees
5th Ward Meeting Organizing

Carolyn Murray

Hospitality/Volunteerism
Dorothy Headd
Lois Wedlow
Patricia Poster
Muffy McCauly
Gwen White
Beverly Dyer

WEST Newsletter/PR
Content Editor: Anna Renée Ross, 

847.727.3280
Editors: Bernie Bates, Barbara Blades, 
Cheryl Brown  

Submissions: Janet Alexander Davis 
Layout: Dino Robinson 
Photos: James Davis
Printer: Generation Copy 

Transitions Content Editor
Content Editor: Bernie Bates, 
Please submit all obituaries directly to
Bernie at: bjbates5754@aol.com

CONGRATULATIONS
• ETHS�2014�National�Honor�Society� Inductees: Adrianna and Erika

Carter; Derek Hunter; Reginal Murphy; Nikko Kelly Ross and Khari
Whitmore.

Frio�Gelato�@�1701�Simpson�Street�-�847-757-6171
Just�Turkey�@�Main�Street�Mall
Emerson�Grill�Inc.�@�1608�Emerson�Street�-�847-859-6293

BUSINESSES TO CHECK OUT

May�26,�2014�-�Memorial�Day�.

Saturday,�May�31,�2014�-�Evanston�Public�Library 3:00 pm North of
Chicago: African Americans in the North Shore, presented by Shorefront.

SAVE THE DATE

SPRING PLANTING IN FIREMEN'S PARK
Photo and article by Barbara Blades

On Saturday, May 3rd, neighbors, firefighters, Unity Nursery School
parents and Northwestern students worked on the spring cleaning of
Firemen's Park. They planted new perennials and annuals around the
monument and in the pots. The effort is coordinated annually by Ali
Finkel and Karen Koerth.

Northwestern representatives set up a grill and served hotdogs, brats
and hamburgers. Neighbors and Unity parents brought side dishes,
desserts and drinks. Young children were helping their parents with
planting and everyone was enjoying a beautiful day after a gloomy week.



3

James�C.�Brown�—�was preceded in death by his two
daughters, Patricia Dillard and Dawn Brown. James
leaves to cherish his memories seven daughters, Vada
(Barry) Marquez, Stacey Brown, Johnetta Banks, Toi
Martin, Regina Tripp, Jackie Tripp and Rena Tripp;
seven sons, James (Kendra) Martin, Shawn Brown,
Demetrius (Katina) Sims, Derrick (Theresa) Sims,
Damaso Sims, Dionne Sims, and Thomas Tripp; 31
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; a special com-
panion, Naomi Sims; and a host of relatives and friends.

Reverend�Arma�June�Branch-Hill’s�— memories will
be precious to her husband, Glen; son, Marlan
(Michelle); two daughters, Kanitra and Kristin; one
grandchild, Meeya; nine siblings, George (Sarah),
Clyde (Pearlie), Albert (Bertha), Rose, Willie (Sallie),
Hattie, Isaiah (Leona), Edward (Lanell), Louis (Evelyn);

two sisters-in law, Josephine (Rodney) and Karen;
brother-in-law, Lewis (Diane) Hill and a host of relatives,
cousins, nieces, nephews and two god children.

Michael� Duane� McNeary� — is survived by Carol
Bulmesh, his devoted soul mate; four sisters, Marjorie
McNeary, Marcia McNeary-Davis (Thomas-deceased),
Schaumburg, IL, Mona McNeary-Ellis, Memphis, TN,
Myra McNeary, Des Moines, IA; and brother-in-law,
Keith Ellis, Galena, IL. He also leaves cherished nieces,
Jessica and Mia; great-niece, Taniaya; nephews, Ryan
and Michael; and “side kick” nephews, Marcus and Jody.

Elijah�Larry�Smith�— leaves his parents, Eva Jones
and Larry Smith; sister, Imani, 7; brother, Amare, 5;
and a whole host of family and loved ones to cherish
his precious memory.

TRANSITIONS

Kate Biggs Ellison is the principal of Washington
Elementary School. She and her husband Brian,
moved onto Maple Avenue to a house formerly occu-
pied for many years by another District 65 family, Thea
and Andy Halvorson. Kate and Brian are the parents
of a preschooler, a toddler and a baby. Their family
represents an influx of new, young families who have
become residents of the Firemen's Park
Neighborhood.

Ms. Ellison attended Washington University and
earned a degree in Elementary Education and
Psychology. Post college she taught third grade in
Chicago Public Schools at Oriole Park Elementary
School. During that time she became very interested
in the role of school social workers and how schools
could address social/emotional needs within the edu-
cational setting. She decided to go back to school and
got a Masters in Social Work at the University of
Chicago and was the school social worker at Dewey
Elementary (in Evanston) for eight years. During that
time she said she was fortunate to have many leader-

ship opportunities. While working she went back to
school to get her degree in Educational Leadership
from U of I. After finishing that degree she was invited
to interview for the Assistant Principal position at
Washington. She was the AP for two years. When the
principal retired, she became principal, and is now in
her fourth year. 

Here are her reflections about being in administra-
tion in Evanston..."I am particularly proud of our
Evanston community and Evanston Schools. I believe
that this community has incredible strengths and is not
afraid to take on the challenge of providing a high level
of education to all of our children. I respect District 65
so much that I decided to move my own family to
Evanston so that they could be a part of our schools.
A unique aspect of Washington School is our dual lan-
guage program. We understand the positive research
and value of bilingualism. The teachers at Washington
were trailblazers in bringing this instructional model to
Evanston and are considered experts in the field of
dual language."

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW  
KATE BIGGS ELLISON

By Barbara Blades
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Just as it has in other aspects of 21st century life, the internet has
changed the way in which teens learn about illegal drugs. It is no longer just
their peer group, or the folks “on the corner” who influence our youth. The
entire world is at their disposal with just a click. Parents are generally aware
enough to monitor Facebook and Instagram exposure because it is well
known that kids post pictures of themselves under the influence. 

Recent studies show that kids who spend lots of time looking at these
photos are more than twice as likely to use themselves, now or in the future.
But it is also important to know that drugs are directly available to our chil-
dren with some internet savvy and a credit card. A watchdog group called
Digital Citizens Alliance engaged the help of teenagers to document the ease
with which addictive pain medications including Hydrocodone and Percocet
can be purchased from international illegal online pharmacies. 

Last year the FDA shut down 1677 of these businesses, working with over
100 foreign countries, but groups that study this problem estimate that there
are approximately 40,000 which pop up and disappear quickly, and sell to
anyone who has credit or money that can be wired - making it virtually impos-
sible for investigators and prosecutors to eradicate them all. And if your kids
are unfamiliar with what medication will get them “high,” there is a rise in the
number of websites and Youtube videos which can teach them everything
they need to know. 

The computer has literally become the neighborhood drugstore without
the need for identification or prescription. Parents not only need to watch
what is in their medicine cabinets but also what comes up on their teen’s
browsing history if they want to protect their children from this growing nation-
al epidemic.

BROWN NEIGHBORS
Lynne Greene, rodneylynnea@aol.com

CHURCH STREET VILLAGERS
Cindy Levitt, 847-491-9765

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
Carlis Sutton, 847-570-0047
Second Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.,
at Bethel A.M.E. Church

COMMUNITY AWARENESS
Mrs. Theola Murphy

DARROW NEIGHBORS
Meagan Novara, mnovara@yahoo.com

FIREMAN’S PARK NEIGHBORS
Barbara Blades, bablades@comcast.net

847-869-6354
Ali Finkel, afinkel@event360.com

GARNETT PLACE NEIGHBORS
Robert Taylor, rptathomepm@aol.com

GREY NEIGHBORS
Eleanor Lord, eleanorlord@att.net

HOVLAND NEIGHBORS
Pat Smith 
First Saturdays, 3:00 p.m. Mt. Carmel

HARTREY BLOCK CLUB
Charlene Payne, Monthly meetings 

LAUREL BLOCK CLUB
Samuel Headd, 847-866-8578
redd1846@yahoo.com

LEMAR BLOCK CLUB
Russell Dumas 

MAYFAIR NEIGHBORS
Todd Smith, 847-309-5630, 
Meet as needed 

THE HILL GROUP
Muffy McAuley, 847-475-5120, 
mf.mcauley@gmail.com, Meet as needed

SMITH PARK NEIGHBORS
Patricia Widmayer, prwid@comcast.net
847.475.8688 

Meets monthly

WEST END AREA BLOCK CLUB
Sandra McZier,  sandra_mczier@yahoo.com

813-503-1192
Meet 2nd Tuesdays

READING THE SIGNS
By: Ina Sherman, CADC, Chapman Center, NorthShore University Healthsystem

BLOCK CLUBS

SENIOR REFLECTIONS/
OBSERVATIONS

By Iris Bolden

One of the most difficult things for all of us,
whether we are seniors or not, would be to
change lifetime habits. But it is important at a
certain time in life to take a look at yourself and
ask the question, "Am I doing all I can do to be
a better person?". That means perhaps for
some of us changing a lifetime of poor eating
habits - that means if you are constantly frying,
eating carbs indiscrimately, etc. - change it. Try

more baking or grilling, explore the wide tasty variety of vegetables.
Practice radical forgiveness, humility, ramp up your conversations with the
Master. All of us can do better and be better.
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MOTHER’S AND GRAND-
MOTHER’S PRIDE

By Mary Cunningham and Janet Alexander Davis

Miss�Sydney�Cole�Alexander, of New York, was
recently cast in Blood Wedding (Espanol: Bodas de
Sangre) a tragedy written by Spanish dramatist,
Federico Garcia Lorca. Written in 1932, this play was
first performed in Madrid, Spain, in March of 1933.

The murderous plot is based on a true story about
an arranged marriage - largely for financial reasons -
between a young and attractive bride and a shy and
diffident bridegroom. While Miss Alexander’s role did
not require her to wear a mantilla veil, she modeled
one for her mother and in doing caused her mother’s
heart to swell up looking at her. As the picture shows,
Sydney is absolutely stunning.

Sydney is the daughter of former Evanston resident,
Michael Alexander and Mary Cunningham and is the
granddaughter of James and Janet Alexander Davis.
Sydney is a graduate of LaGuardia High School,
where many famous actors, actresses, and musicians
have attended. She is just completing her junior year
at Purchase College, a performing arts college, in
Purchase, New York and has performed in other pro-
ductions at her college.

WIL BLADES - NEW
ORLEANS JAZZ FEST

Article and photo by Barbara Blades

Wil�Blades�has�been�playing at the New Orleans
Jazz and Heritage Festival since 2004. In addition to

the main stages there is music going on every night
into the wee hours of the next day at the many jazz
clubs in town. 

The oldest clubs are in Frenchmen’s, a small neigh-
borhood at the edge of the French Quarter. Every year
Wil plays with Dr. Lonnie Smith in an organ summit at
the Blue Nile. This year Dr. Lonnie took a short break
from his organ to hook up his metal cane to an ampli-
fier and he “played” it, accompanied by Wil on the
organ. Donald Harrison was also part of the group,
along with Herlin Reilly on the drums. Wil also played
with Donald at The Little Gem Saloon in a group which
included Nicolas Peyton.

The next night he played at The Little Gem with Karl
Denson. All of the musicians are from New Orleans,
with the exception of Dr. Lonnie, and Wil has played
with them in the past. When he was nineteen he asked
Dr. Lonnie to be his mentor. Needless to say, the musi-
cians and their audience get little sleep during the fes-
tival, since the music goes on all night

Photo courtesy of Mary Cunningham
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